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ELWIN LE TENDRE, Principal 

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 
TRY TO BE SOMEBODY! 

Once there was a king who wanted everyone in his kingdom to be as good and 
as rich as he ... the verse, as I remember it, went something like this : 

"Now that's the kind of a king for me, 
Who wished all men as rich as he, 
So to the top of every tree, 
Promoted everybody, 
Then everybody was somebody, 
And no one was anybody." 

You high seniors will soon be thrust into a world of competition . You will find 
competition in business; competition in industry; competition in institutions of higher 
learning; and competition even if you decide to do nothing at all. 

Whatever you do, try to be useful. Choose a vocation, or an avocation, which is 
pleasing to you, and one in which you will find satisfaction and happiness. There 
is room in the world for each of you if each of you finds his proper place. 

You have proved by the cooperation which you have shown in school that you 
vary greatly as individuals, yet collectively you wield power which gave leadership 
to your group. 

The world is clamoring for people who know what they want, where they want 
to go, and what they want to do. Do not waste your time by trying to sit on the 
same tree-top with everyone else. Try to "be somebody"! 
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FOR E W 0 R D 
The Pod staff of Fa ll' 45 takes pleasure in pre­

senting to you the fir st postwar Olla Podrida. As 

all the early postwa r articles, it is minus a great 

deal of the glitter of the prewar predecessors. Yet, 
we, the staff, look wi th pride on this yearbook. 

By the small cartoons throughout the book we 
have attempted to show you some of the things 
peace will bring. We feel we were privileged to 

be the class to dedicate its book to the peacetime 

future. The staff has spe nt many hours turning out 

a book worthy of such d edication . 
As the excitement of the presentation draws 

near, I would like to pause and thank every mem­
ber of this hard -work ing staff and its real insti­
gator, Mrs . Sidney Wa les. Had it not been for her, 

this book would not have reached its successful 
conclusion . 

We of the staff will fe el we have succeeded in 
our purpose if this Olla Podrida brings back to you 
some of the joys of Berke ley High. We hope you, 
the students, will enjoy this book- it is for you . 

Marjorie Read . 



D E DI U A T ION 
September 2, 1945-a date which w ill go down 

in the annals of history. The greatest conflict in 
the history of the world came to an end . 

Berkeley High began to settle dow n to a peace: 
time existence. The change at firs t was not too 
apparent, but littl e things soon made us all aware 

that we we re no longer living under wartime 

pressure. 
We take these changes to be evidence of th ings 

to come. Looking toward the future , we see school 
spirit reaching an a ll time high; we see those oft 
dreamed -of new buildings graci ng our campus; 

yes , we even see a cl a ss gradu a ting from the 

auditorium . 
To say that we who are leaving a re not envious 

would be an un tru th; we are. Yet w e, the class of 
Fall ' 45, hope that in our own sma ll way we have 
contributed to the success and happ iness of Berke­

ley High students- both present a nd future . 
To you, the classes entering a peacetime era, 

and to all those, both living and d ead, who made 
the peace poss ible, we dedicate th is book. 
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T HE V A R lET I E S 
To the tune of "Here Comes the Show Boat" sung by a chorus of 

southern ladies and gentlemen, the 1945 Varieties began. 

The theme "Showboat" was carried out by converting the whole 

stage of the Social Hall into the deck of a boat. 

The show was made up of 25 different acts including an original 

Riverboat Jazz Band playing such numbers as " Dark Town Strut­
ter's Ball" and "Ugly Chile" ; a marimba duet and an accordion 
duet. Singing solos were by Steve Smith, Joan Anthony and Li llian 
Speese; and duets by Carol and Pat Bofinger, by Tony Cardiel and 

Ellen Bostick . Virginia Schwartz played Chopin's "Polonaise" on 

the piano. 

Three girls' singing groups participated . They were: a colorful 
chorus of 18 rendering "Tampico"; "The Enginettes", singing "The 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe"; and a group called " Rhythm Mod­
ernistic". 

From the dramatics classes came four skits, a monologue by 

Mary Meadows, and a melodrama entitled "The Villain Sti ll Pur­
sued Her". Lorraine Gol is presented a comedy tap dance called 
"Crazy Capers" . A soft shoe dance featuring "Two Raggedy Dolls" 
was done by Jacque line Camille and Dorthey Ganz, and from 

the girls' dance class came a modern dance group, directed by 

Miss Ingrid Scherini . 

Following the "Showboat" chorus singing a Stephen Foster Fan­
tasie, the orchestra closed the "Showboat". 
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BERKELEY PIEDMONT o 
In their "Big Game" of the season, played in the California Memorial Stadium, the Jackets 

defeated their arch rivals, the Piedmont Highla nders, by a score of 7 to O. 

Taking the initiative early in the first quarte r, the Yellow Jackets drove the ball to the Scots' 
22 yard line where the drive was ended by a f umble . Once again in the same quarter the 
Jackets carried the ball deep into Highlander te rri tory, on a long pass from Babe Van Heiut, 
Berkeley star halfback, to Earl Brooks. In the following plays Van Heiut and Ray Gaisford 

packed the ball to the Piedmont 20 yard line, where they lost the ball on downs, ending the 

first quarter. 

Recovering a Piedmont fumble, the Jackets sco red their first touchdown as Doyle latera led 
to Van Heuit who then passed to end Nick veliotes fo r the first score. The tally was nullified by 
a holding penalty, however, and the score remained 0-0. Later in the same period the Jackets 
were held for 4 downs on the Scots' 2, but retalia ted to score a long pass from Van Heuit to 

Brooks. Van Heuit kicked the extra point, putting the Jackets out in front 7-0. 

The remainder of the game found the Berkeleyans maintaining their lead, with the strong 
forward wall stopping all Piedmont thrusts. 

A. c. A. L. S T A N D I N G S 
Opp. BERKELEY GAMES 

W l T Pts . Pts . 
Be rkele y Opponents 
12 · Oakland . 0 

Berkeley 6 0 0 123 21 33 · Albany . 0 
Piedmont. 4 1 108 20 13 · EI Cerrito . 7 

Alameda . 4 1 86 50 18 St. Mary's 0 
7 Piedmont 0 

EI Cerirto . 2 3 73 99 14 Hayward 0 
Albany 2 4 0 39 113 32 Richmond 7 
Richmond. 0 4 1 26 76 24 Alameda 7 

Hayward . 0 5 0 7 73 153 21 



BERKELEY VS. ST. MARY'S 
For their fourth straight win in as many 

starts, the Berkeley Yellow jackets defeated 
the St. Mary's Panthers by a score of 19 to 0 
in a nonleague game. 

Paced by Babe Van Heuit's consistent run­
ning and passing, the Jackets moved the ball 
down to the Panthers' 1, where Bill Baugh 
cracked the line for the first score, Notch 
Catanes i missing the conversion. 

In the fourth quarter the Berkeley offense 
gained momentum , scoring two more touch­
downs to put the game on ice. The first came 
as a power th r ust with Boyle smashing over 
from the two yard line. The final touchdown 
came on a pass from Van Heuit to Doyle, 
who latera led to Earl Brooks who raced over 
for the clincher. 

BERKELEY VS. EL CERRITO 
Playing mediocre ball during the entire 

fi rst half, the Jackets finally came to life and 
eked out a slim 13-7 win over the scrappy 
EI Cer rito Gauchos. 

The Gauchos struck early in the first quar­
ter, capitalizing on a Jacket fumble, and 
sco ri ng on a quarterback sneak from the 2 . 
The conversion sailed straight through the 
uprights and EI Cerrito led 7-0. 

Retaliating, the Jackets snapped back, 
and scored on a long 45 yard pass from Van 
Heuit to lanky end Earl Brooks. The conver­
sion try failed. 

Once again it was a pass from Van Heuit 
to Brooks for the winning T.D., with Baxter 
smashing over for the conversion. 

BERKELEY vs. ALBANY 
Paced by the stellar performances of Mel 

Doyle, Don Brunk, and Elmer Mertle, Berke­
ley won its fi rst league game, defeating 
Albany 33 to O. 

The first score came on an end run by 
Doyle who went over from the 4 behind good 
block ing . Baxter converted. The second 
touchdown came on a reverse with Dick 
Meinheit going over from the 12, Baxter 
again converting. The third was set up when 
Brunk blocked a Cougar punt, and on the · 
next play Dick Hammer cracked the line for 
a score. The fourth came on a reverse from 
Doyle to O 'Conner, who went over from the 
20, and the final score was made on a pass 
i nterception by Hammer. 



BERKELEY VS. HAYWARD 
In a bitterly fought struggle between Hay­

ward and Berkeley, the Jackets fina lly put 
together two fourth quarter touchdowns to 
defeat the Farmers 14 to 0 on the Haywa rd 
turf. 

After being held scoreless for three pe ri­
ods, the Jackets finally scored on a 35 yard 
pass from Van Heuit to O'Conner, who raced 
the remaining 10 yards to give Berkeley its 
first tally. The conversion was good. 

The Berkeley forward wall got rough the n 
and led by Wayne Carter, Vince Wood, Elmer 
Mertle and Dick Gorman shoved the Farmers 
back to their own 23 , where they threw a 
long pass which was intercepted by Ray 
Gaisford who ran 42 yards for the second 
and final Jacket touchdown. 

BERKELEY VS. RICHMOND 
led by the sensational running and pass­

ing of Babe Van Heuit, the Jackets continued 
along their undefeated path, drubbing the 
Richmond Oilers 32-7, and avenging thei r 
6-0 defeat of last year. 

Berkeley scored early in the first period, 
with Van Heuit going over from the 2. The 
second T.D. was set up and scored by Van 
Heuit, who smashed over from the 5, and 
kicked the conversion. Opening the second 
half, it was Van Heuit scoring again, on a 26 
yard end sweep. The fourth tally was made 
by Gaisford, after center Vince Wood inter­
cepted an Oiler pass. The final six points 
were added by Hammer on a line buck. 

The only Richmond T.D. came in the clos­
ing minutes of the game, on a pass from 
Pocekay to Barringer. 

BERKELEY VS. JLJMEDA 
Winning their third consecutive ACAL 

championship, the Berkeley High Yellow­
jackets splashed their way to a 24 to 7 win 
over the Alameda Hornets, on a rain soaked 
field before some 5000 high spirited fans . 

Scoring in every period, the Jackets proved 
that they were without doubt the best team 
in the ACAL. The first tally came on a series 
of plunges which finally found Mel Doyle 
cracking over from the 2. After recovering 
a Hornet fumble, the Jackets ran it to the 
two, where Van Heuit hit tackle for the 
score. The third and last spectacular touch­
down occurred when Van Heuit gathered in 
a Hornet punt and raced 75 yards down the 
sidelines into pay dirt. The final score had 
Van Heuit cracking the line from the 2. 

This ended another triumphant season fo r 
the Jackets, ACAL champs of 1945. 
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