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FOREWORD

“One picture is worth ten thousand words,” runs an ancient
Chinese proverb. Educational leaders are coming more and more
to appreciate the force of the truth underlying this thought. The
Pictorial History of California is published in the belief that
it will be not only interesting but distinctly educational as well.

The aim has been not to prepare a history of California
profusely illustrated but to collect such pictures as will them-
selves with proper explanatory material constitute a fairly complete
history. Great care, therefore, has been taken to select pictures
that adequately and artistically represent the various episodes
in California history. While each picture, with the accompanying
text, may be taken as a separate unit, its value is greatly increased
when it is considered in relation to the whole series.

Every picture has been carefully selected for both historical
accuracy and pictorial value. There have been cases, however,
when the one has had to give way to the other, for not all
pictures possess both qualities. Attention is called to the need
of discrimination in the use of material selected from such a
wide field; a contemporary photograph, for instance, is of greater
historical value than an imaginative painting of later date.

The narratives have been carefully prepared to supply the
demand for a simple history, free from technical features. An
attempt has been made to describe each picture so as to aid in
determining the degree of its historical value.

The Pictorial History of California was planned by Edward
Mayer, Secretary, Department of Visual Instruction, University of
California Extension Division, and compiled and edited by Owen
C. Coy, Ph D., Director, California State Historical Association.
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1. Sabertooth Tiger

The land of California has not always been the same as it is now, for the level of the ocean has been at times
higher than it is and at times much lower. Many of our mountain peaks were once islands; and many of the islands
along the coast were once peaks with valleys lying between. Then, too, the climate has changed. Great glaciers once
covered the mountain sides, and our great desert lands were lakes or ocean beds. The animals too have changed. The
sabertoothed tiger (Smilodon) once roamed the fields of California.

Restors an Museum of Natural History

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA © University of California Extension Division
Department of Visual Instruction






fourtesy American Museum of Natural History

2. Nature’s Book
——

Man’s recorded history begins with his written records such as books, inscriptions, and the like, but nature, in gravel
beds and other places, has preserved a record of the time before man began to draw and write. In Southern California
the asphaltum pits trapped thousands of animals of all kinds. Their bones, preserved in the asphaltum tar, offer a
record of the animal life of long ago. The two skeletons shown here indicate what some of these animals were like.

Extension Division
al Instruction
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Courtesy of Los Angeles Museum

3. The La Brea Pits

On the La Brea Rancho near Los Angeles, the heavy crude oil or asphaltum oozes out of the ground. The material

mmmcmﬁewv\mc;:oz,«za::,ﬁz_::::_m::amA.::n_;ﬁé_ﬁE::,;crl;.ce::;:wc_ém.mA.E:Sm?chz.,mog,mcmw:%mmo
places the well preserved bones of thousands of animals that lived in California in ages long past. This photograph
gives an idea of the nature of the region where these remains are found. The early Spanish settlers used this
asphaltum (La Brea) for covering the roofs of their homes. The oil wells indicate the close relationship existing
between these pits and the petroleum deposits below the surface.

PreToRIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNTA @© University of California Extension Division
y
Department of Visual Instruction
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Photogr

ProToORTIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNTA

Courtesy Department of Ethnology, University of

4. Indian Houses of Northwestern California

The Indians of California were of many different
types. This is shown by the diversity of physical appear-
ance, language, customs, ete.

We have here houses built by the Indians of the Hoopa
Valley on the Trinity River. The upper picture shows
the home of the family. The women slept there and there

the family possessions were kept. It was about twenty
~ feet square made of planks. The interior was excavated

to a depth of about five feet. The entrance was a circular
hole about twenty inches in diameter, which could be closed
by means of a plank from within.

The lower picture was the sweat house, reserved for
the exclusive use of the men except on very rare occasions.
It was smaller than the dwelling and more deeply exca-
ated. The roof only was above ground. The rectangular
opening is shown. This was on the side nearest the river.
All the openings were carefully closed so that much heat
could be generated when the house was used for sweating
purposes. It usually served as sleeping quarters and

%2

“club house”’ for the men.

© University of California Extension Division
Department of Visual Instruction
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5. Indian Rancheria, Mendocino County

The life of the California Indian at its best was far below the white man’sideal. This shows a group of dwellings
S
made by the Indians of Round Valley, Mendocino County, probably about 1880. Brush, hoards, and slabs are piled on
end as a shelter against wind and rain.

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNTA ©







Courtesy of Dr, C. Hart Merriam

6. Indian Hut of Tule Mats, Tulare Lake
In this type of dwelling made by Taliche Indians of the Tulare Lake region, tule mats were the material used in
construction. These mats were carefully woven so as to provide protection not only from the hot sunshine but from the
‘ains as well.

PrcrToriAnL HisTorY oF Ca n Division
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7. Mohave Indian Family
This is a typical Mohave family and house on the Colorado River about five miles north of Needles. The man with-
out clothes was the chief. He was asked to dress up for the occasion. He did so. His face is covered with black paint.
The woman seated is kneading clay for pottery. The man seated on the box to her left is in the act of striking fire with
an arrow and chip.

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA ©







Courtesy of Dr. C, Hart Merriam

8. Indian Woman Splitting Acorns Near Fresno Flat

The food of the California Indians was largely vegetable although fish and game were also eaten when they could
be procured. Berries, nuts, roots, and bulbs of plants were gathered and kept when possible for winter needs.

Among many of the tribes acorns constituted an indispensable part of the diet. The large acorns of the tan oak
or black oak were especially desired. Acorns were gathered in large conical baskets and placed in the sun to dry. After
drying they were shelled. The acorn was placed on end upon a rock and tapped with a stone. It was then split,
thoroughly dried, and stored away in a large storage basket.

Extension D
1 Instruction

PIeTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA ©







Courtesy Department of Ethnology, University of California

9. Baskets Used in Grinding and Making Acorn Meal

Vhen the acorns were needed for food they were ground into flour by the
Indian women. A funnel shaped basket as shown in the picture was placed over
a large stone in the floor of the dwelling. This basket was substantially con-
structed of strong materials. It was usually about four or five inches deep and
sixteen inches in diameter at the top. With this basket held between her knees
the woman pounded the acorns into a fine flour through use of a pestle. By
means of a shallow basket the fine meal was separated from the coarser which
was worked over again.

@© University of California Extension Division
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10. Woman Soaking and Washing Acorn Meal

Acorn meal is bitter unless properly treated by leaching.
This was done as shown in the accompanying pictures. A
place was selected beside the river where the sand was clean.
Then a basin of sand was made to hold the flour. Heated
stones were dropped into a basket of water until the water
was made boiling hot. The hot water was then poured over
the acorn flour. This was kept up until the bitter taste had
been entirely washed out.

The lower picture shows the woman washing the sand
from the bottom of the paste. If it were not all removed—
it was clean sand, anyway. Mush made by cooking acorn
meal is relished by the Indians even when white man’s food
1s available.

Instruction
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11. Indian Burden Baskets

For gathering acorns and carrying other burdens, the
[ndians used a conical basket, varying in size from 16 to
21 inches in diameter at the top to about 6 inches at the
bottom. The basket was carried on the back. A strap,
passed around the basket over the woman’s shoulders and
across her forehead, supported the basket, the smaller
portion of which rested upon the small of her back. In
this manner she could carry burdens of considerable

weight.

I Instruction

ion Division
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Courtesy Department of Ethnology, University of California

12. Closely Twined Conical Burden Baskets

These baskets, the work of the Pomo Indians of Mendocino County,
although made for carrying heavy burdens, are nevertheless not lacking in
artistic workmanship. The first five are diagonally twined, the sixth is plain
twined. Geometrical figures are employed in all of them. In the first two are
diagonally arranged triangles with zigzags between. In Nos. 3 and 5 white
rhomboids separate the triangles. In No. 4 the triangles are repeated in hori-
zontal rows. In No. 6 zigzags and broken lines are used.

© University of California Extension Division
Department of Visual Instruction
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13. Basket Caps of Indian Women

These are caps used by the Hoopa Indians of north-
western California. For the older women the caps were
plain but for the younger they were often highly deco-
rated. The northern Indians constructed their baskets of

twined work which differentiates them from the coiled
baskets of the Indians of Mendocino and further south, as
well as from the plaited baskets of the Eastern Indian
By twining, the foundation work of the basket was com-

pletely covered. .

Three divisions of baskets are determined by the
methods of decoration. The first seven or eight rounds
were made from roots of willow or other deciduous trees.
Pine roots were then used and decorative materials
employed to cover this base. Near the top a raised ring of
strong material was used to stiffen the basket and to hold
the ribs in place. Many designs were used by the Indians.
The Indians of Hoopa us
exclusively. The upper one shown here was known as

geometrical designs almost

s nose’’; the lower as *‘grizzly

Y

“rattlesnake ’s hand.”’

rnia’ Extension Division
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Courtesy Department of Ethnology, University of California

14. Coiled Baskets of Mendocino Indians

The Indians of Humboldt and Siskiyou counties made their baskets by
twining but the Mendocino (Pomo) and other Indians further south constructed
theirs by a coiling process. The shape and the designs used in basket construe-
tion are of great variety. The first basket (No. 1) is spheroidal with triangles as
decorative features. Number 2 is a flaring funnel shaped basket with triangles
in another form. In No. 3 we have a third shape with both triangles and reec-

tangles. The human figure in No. 4 and the cross in No. 6 suggest European
influence.

P1cTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNTA © University of California Extension Division

Department of Visual Instruction
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Courtesy Department of Ethnology, University of California

15. Indian Baskets

On the left is a papoose basket used for the Indian child much as a modern
mother uses a bassinet. It was made of open work. Stout hazel twigs were
used for the back of the basket. About every four inches a chain of two or three
rows tied these pieces together. The child was securely wrapped and placed in
this basket which could be carried on the back, set up in view of the mother, or
laid down.

On the right is a tray for serving salmon. This was a disk of open work
nearly flat but with a slight concave effect produced by drawing the outer rounds
of chains more tightly than the rest. It was constructed of heavy hazel twigs.
The butts were joined at the center. Other hazel twigs were twined in spirals
around the first as ribs.

P1C0TORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA © University of California Extension Division

Department of Visual Instruction
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Courtesy Department of Ethnology, University of California

16. Starting Knots for Indian Baskets

The technique of basket construction shows much skill on the part of the
Indian worker. We have here a variety of knots used in starting the baskets.
In No. 1 two pairs of warp sticks are crossed, the weft elements being passed
diagonally to the warp sticks. In No. 2 the weft elements form a cross with arms
parallel to warp sticks. In No. 3 twining is the only fastening used. No. 4 is
similar to No. 1 except that two pairs of warp sticks are used for one of the
parts. Nos. 5 and 6 are illustrative of the use of four and three warp sticks.
No. 7 shows a complicated lattice twining used for baby baskets. No. 8 shows a
warp used in finishing. No. 9 shows a starting knot in which the warp sticks
are first joined by twining and then crossed.

© University of California Extension Division
Department of Visual Instruction
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Courtesy Department of Ethnology, University of California

17. A Basket in the Making

The Indians displayed ingenuity and artistic skill both in basket construe-
tion and in the selection and preparation of the materials used. This picture
shows some of the basket materials. For the warp hazel twigs were used when
available, for the woof, in starting the baskets, the Indians used strands of
willow or roots of sugar pine, spruce, or redwood. The root fibers were wrapped
with colored grasses. The favorite colors were red, yellow, and black. The black
was obtained from the maiden hair fern or by burying the materials in black
mud. Alder bark furnished the red; it was chewed and the fibers were drawn
through the mouth. For the yellow a lichen was used.

We have fibers split from roots of pine or spruce (2); the hazel twigs
used for the ribs of the basket (3) ; filaments from the leaves of bear grass (4);
and filaments of maiden hair fern (5).

P1cTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA
Department of Visual Instruction

© University of California Extension Division




-
pt T

i




Courtesy Department of Ethnology, University of California

18. Stone Implements Used by the Indians

The Indians of California before their contact with the white man did not
have knowledge of the use of metals, nor did they polish their implements except
in a very crude manner.

This picture shows a number of stone implements used by the Klamath
Lake and Modoc Indians of northeastern California. Nos. 1 and 2 are mullers
used in grinding food in shallow vessels. Mortars (No. 6) and pestles (Nos.
3 and 4) were commonly used. They are to be found in various other parts of
the state. The maul (No. 8) measured five to six inches in diameter and ten
inches in length. It was used in driving elkhorn or mountain mahogany wedges
for splitting trees. Stone sinkers (No. 7) were used to weight down the nets
when fishing. No. 9 is an arrow straightener of stone; No. 5 is one of wood.
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19. Indian Pottery

Pottery among the California Indians has been found only among certain tribes in southern California where they
have come in contact with the Mohave Indians.

This illustration shows the principal forms of Cahuilla pottery: (1) a small-mouthed jar for water or seeds; (2) a
wider mouthed jar; (3) a cooking pot; (4) an open bowl or dish. Mesquite fiber was used below the rim to bend and
strengthen the bowl. This is shown in No. 4. No. 5 is a different type with incurved mouth.
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20. Indians Crossing San Francisco Bay

Although the Indians of the Klamath region and along the Santa Barbara Channel had canoes constructed of wood,
the Indians around the Bay employved only tule rafts such as pictured here.
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Courtesy Department of Ethnology, University of California

21. The White Deer Skin Dance

The White Deer Skin Dance was a special feature of the Hoopa Indians.
Before the intrusion of the white man this dance was held every vear in August
or September. It is still held occasionally, but the younger men are not con-
vinced of its value. The ceremony consumed several days with dances at various
sacred places along the river and at Bald Hill. The costumes for the dance were
specially prepared. The man in the center of the picture was the singer. The
dancers in the line behind have deer skins partly stuffed and mounted on poles.
Several are shown to be white or albino deer. These are very scarce and the
skins were probably handed down for several generations. They must not be
sold or traded. In the intervals between the dances the priest or old man relates
to the people the stories of former days and of the laws they should observe with
care. 'The ceremony ends with a dance in which all the braves participate.
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In various parts of California as well as elsewhere are to be found markings upon rocks made by an ancient race.
Many of these have never been deciphered. On the Carisso Plain in the eastern portion of San Luis Obispo County is
a large rock called by the early Spanish settlers *“ La Piedra Pintada™ (the Painted Rock). This picture gives an idea
of some of the decorations to be seen there.

ProTorrAL HISTORY OF CA

Department of Visual Instruction







23. Christopher Columbus

Columbus was an Italian born at Genoa, 1441. He married the daughter of
a Portuguese governor of Porto Santa and thus came to know of the remarkable
explorations of the Portuguese along the African coast. He studied and came
to believe that he could sail west and reach the coast of Asia. Furthermore, he
had the courage to trust his knowledge and resolved to carry explorations
westward.
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24. Columbus and the Franciscan Friar
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25. Columbus Sets Out on His Voyage of Discovery

When we think of the exploit of Columbus, we must have great respect for his courage to test the ideas he had
obtained by study. Not only was the sea unknown and the science of navigation crudely developed, but his vessels
were small and poorly equipped. His flagship was the Santa Maria.
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26. Cortez Meets Montezuma

The Spanish advanced to California through Mexico. At the time of the discovery Montezuma was the ruler of the
Aztec people. Montezuma was emperor over a number of tribes or nations of Indians. Mexico City was the capital and
residence of the emperor.

The highly developed civilization of the Aztecs was already on the wane and political dissention favored Cortez.
Probably most of all he was aided by the current tradition that a god would return from the east much as Cortez had
come. When it was too late Montezuma found himself prisoner of the daring Cortez, who had struck out boldly for the
Aztec capital after having burned his vessels behind him. The City of Mexico became the Spanish capital and the
center of activity in this portion of the new world.
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27. Catalina was Discovered by Cabrillo

Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo was the explorer who first sailed northward along the California coast. He discovered
and entered a bay named by him San Miguel but later Vizeaino renamed it San Diego. Catalina Island was first seen
by Europeans on October 7, 1542, just fifty years after Columbus had discovered America. This island he called San
Salvador but again the name was changed by Vizeaino to Santa Catalina, because on this Saint’s day the island was seen
by Vizeaino.
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28. The Northern California Coast was Uninviting

When Cabrillo first explored the California coast, but half a century had passed since the new world had been
discovered. The vessels were very small, one had no deck even, and the currents, reefs, and rocks were uncharted.
This expedition in 1542 explored the coast about as far as Point Arena in Mendocino County.
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29. A Manila Galleon

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries Spain’s vessels made the vovage
to the Philippine Islands by way of the Pacific Ocean and the California coast.
The first trading voyvage was in 1566, and from that time the trip was made
annually for about two hundred and fifty years. The vessels were often small,
as shown here, because the jealousies of the Spanish merchants would not
allow larger ships nor too much freedom to compete with the merchants of the
home country. Returning from the Philippines the Spaniards sailed eastward
across the North Pacific until they approached Cape Mendocino and then turned
southward to Mexico. It was partly to assist these vessels to find a port of
refuge that Monterey Bay and other California ports were discovered and
explored.
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30. Sir Francis Drake

This engraving gives us a good idea of
the appearance of Sir Francis Drake, the
first Englishman to circumnavigate the
globe. It is a copy of an engraving made

from a portrait painted from life by Joseph
Rabel and reproduced by the Hakluyt
Society. In June and July, 1579, Drake
spent three weeks at Drake’s Bay on the

Al

alifornia coast. He is described by a

X

Spanish officer of that time as ‘“‘a man of

medium height, with a red beard shading to

white, and aged thirty years.”
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31. The World as Drake Thought It Was

This map was published (1578) at the time Sir Francis Drake was making his famous voyage around the world.
Frobisher, an Englishman, had just announced his discovery of Frobisher’s Strait which leads into Hudson Bay. It
was believed that this was an opening through the continent to India and Asia (Cathay). Note that it is shown to con-
nect with the supposed Strait of Anian. Drake thought he could sail around North America. This map, known as
Best’s Map of the World, shows the idea others had of the feasibility of the plan.
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32. Drake Captured the Manila Galleon

The sixteenth century was one of constant conflict between the great rivals, England and Spain, except for the
period under Queen Mary. The vessels of Spain were felt legitimate plunder for the English sea-rovers. Many were
|+ the duels, such as shown in this picture, between the vessels of England and Spain. While passing northward along
the Pacific Coast of the Americas, Drake suddenly appeared in port after port, seized gold, silver and precious stones,
captured and plundered the Manila Galleon, and loaded his vessel with the riches thus obtained.
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33. The World as Drake Found It

This map, known as the Van Sype map, is now in the possession of the Hispanic Society. It probably dates back
to the time of Drake himself. The legend at the hottom under the picture of Drake states that it was seen and cor-
rected by him. The route of Drake is clearly shown. Below the point of South America and again on the Pacific coast
of North America appear the name and the coat-of-arms of the Queen of England. The name Nova Albio (New
England) stretches eastward from the California coast.
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34. California Was Once Thought to be an Island

Before the middle of the sixteenth century (1540), Spanish navigators had
explored the upper end of the Gulf of California, thus discovering that Lower
(California is a peninsula. The map of Drake’s voyage shows this quite clearly.
About 1632, however, a book was published containing a map, probably by Henry
Briggs, showing California as an island. This mistaken idea had become well
established by 1702, when it was disproved by Father Kino. Father Kino was
anxious to find a land route from the missions of southern Arizona to those of
Lower California. Even after his explorations, maps still showed California
an island.
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Drawing by Walter Francis From Original in B roft Library

35. The Departure from La Paz

Cabrillo had explored the coast of Alta California in 1542; Vizeaino had extolled the glories of the Port of
Monterey discoverd by him in 1602; the Manila galleon had sailed past the headlands of California for over two hun-
dred years, yet Spain was unable to actually occupy this distant frontier.

After the Seven Years War Spain was aroused to new dangers by rival powers. Furthermore, she once again had
a King (Charles I1I) who was a man of action. Upon the frontier in 1769 he had as a special representative, Jose
de Galvez. This man saw that Monterey must be occupied. Two land parties and two expeditions by sea were organ-
ized so that failure would not result if one expedition did not reach its destination. This picture represents the
departure of one of the sea expeditions from La Paz.
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36. Portola Discovers a New Bay

During 1769 Jose Gaspar de
Portola led a Spanish expedition
into upper California for the pur-
pose of occupying the port of Mon-
terey, discovered by Vizeaino in
1603. Leaving Father Serra and
others to found San Diego, Portola
hastened northward searching for
the port. Vizeaino’s praise of it
seems to have misled him, for he did
not identify it but pushed further
north and discovered a new and
much greater harbor, to which was
given the name of San Krancisco
Bay. This picture represents the
xpedition as it crossed the hills
from the ocean to the shores of the
new Bay.

Drawing by Walter al in Baneroft Li
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Drawing by Walter Francis From Original in Baneroft Library

37. Many of Portola’s Men Were Too Ill to Walk

The trip of Portola and his men had been carried out under the greatest
of hardships. Many had died of scurvy and had been buried at San Diego.
Others, although really not fit for travel, had pushed on north to find the Port
of Monterey. The sick were being carried in improvised stretchers as shown in
this picture when the Bay of San Francisco was discovered.
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Drawing by Walter Francis From Original in Bancroft Library

38. Anza, Founder of San Francisco

One of the foremost characters during the days of Spanish California was
Juan Bautista de Anza. If Spain was to hold California she must have colonists.
Furthermore, there was needed a more direct route from the older and more
flourishing provinces of Sonora and New Mexico. Anza, commander of the
presidio at Tubaec, now in Arizona, helped supply this need. Twice he crossed
the deserts and mountains to California. The second time he brought two hun-
J dred and forty colonists who founded San Francisco. This picture is based upon
an oil portrait made in 1774.
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Drawing by Walter Francis

From Original in Baneroft Library

39. The Anza Expedition on the March

The great American immigration to California took place in 1849 and 1850.
Seventy-five years before that time, in 1775, Juan Bautista de Anza led a colony
of Spanish men, women, and children across the mountains and deserts from
Arizona to California. His party consisted at first of two hundred and forty
people but three more were born on the way. These people became the first
settlers in San Francisco and San Jose.

© University of California Extension Division
Department of Visual Instruction
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40. The San Carlos Entering the Golden Gate 1775.

The first European vessel to enter San Francisco Bay was the San Carlos under command of Juan Bautista de Ayala,
August 5, 1775. Nearly two hundred years earlier Sir Francis Drake had barely missed this wonderful bay. Cabrillo,
Vizeaino, and other Spanish navigators had also failed to discover its entrance, hidden as it is between low lying hills
with Angel Island just behind. The bay had been discovered by Portola’s land expedition in 1769. The lack of vessels
had, however, prevented its exploration by water until the visit of the San Carlos.

P1cTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA © University of California Extension Division
Department of Visual Instruction







Painting by Julian Rix

41. Point Reyes Lighthouse

Modern navigation is made less dangerous by the use of delicate instru-
ments. Charts, fog signals, and lighthouses warn the navigator of possible
dangers. The early explorers had not this help but risked their lives every mile
they traveled. The lighthouses along the California coast were first established
by the United States government after 1851. Point Reyes light was built
in 1870.
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42. Father Junipero Serra

Miguel Jose Serra, born in 1713 on the Island of Mallorca, early became a
Franciscan friar, assuming the name of Junipero. He came to Mexico in 1749
and to Alta California with Portola in 1769. He was the first president of the
California Missions. Nine missions were founded by him. He died at Carmel
Mission, August 28, 1784, and is buried in the mission church. This picture is
said to represent Father Serra faithfully. The original was painted from life
in 1773 and hung for many years in the College of San Fernando, Mexico.
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From Original Painting in M. H. de Young Museum

43. The Founding of the Mission

This painting represents a cavalcade leaving San Carlos (Carmel) Mission to found a new mission. It is prob-
able that the pines and the cypresses of Monterey peninsula witnessed many such scenes as this, for San Carlos was the
home of the presidents of all the California Missions. The founding of a new mission was an important event. San
Carlos (Carmel) Mission itself was first founded at Monterey June 3, 1770, but was moved to Carmel Valley in the fall
of 1771. This valley was thought by Father Serra to be much better for the mission because it was surrounded by good
land with water for irrigation and then, too, he did not like to have the mission Indians near the soldiers of the presidio.

© University of California Extension Division
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After a Drawing by Major C. C. Churchill

44. San Diego Mission

San Diego Mission was founded July 16, 1769. It is now almost completely
in ruins. It is difficult to obtain a picture of it as it was while the tower still
stood. It seems probable that San Diego had a tower similar to the one shown
here. The original of this picture was made in 1858. The church, the remains
of which are to be seen, was built in 1813.

P1cTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA © University of California Extension Division

Department of Visual Instruction



A




Photograph by C. E. Watkins

45. Mission San Luis Rey

Mission San Luis Rey de Francia (Louis IX) was founded June 13, 1798. Although among the later missions,
it was the largest of them all, having no less than twenty-eight hundred neophytes. Its buildings were constructed on
a scale to attract the admiration of all. The church shown here was completed in 1815. This picture is from a photo-

graph of about 1875.
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46. San Luis Rey Mission Church from the Southwest

This picture gives us a view of San Luis Rey from the southwest. The square or octagonal terraced tower sug-
oests Roman architecture. The dome roof just below it, however, plainly shows Moslem influence. Students of the

5

missions class San Luis Rey as the most typical of them all because this mission has more characteristic mission features

than any other.
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Courtesy of the Putnam Studios

47. Campanile at San Antonia De Pala

The bell towers of the missions are of two types. One is that of the square
terraced tower as seen at San Luis Rey, Santa Barbara, Carmel, and elsewhere;
the other is that of the flat wall with arched openings. This tower of Pala is an
example of the latter type.
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48. Altar in Pala Mission

San Antonio de Pala was not a regular mission but merely an assistencia, or sub-mission, under San Luis Rey. It

is known not only for its beautiful campanile but also for the evidences of the Indian art in the

well depicted in this photograph.

interior decorations,
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49. Niche and Holy Water Font, Pala Mission

This picture is a closer view of the hand work of the neophytes in the
interior of the chapel at Pala. KEspecially noteworthy are the decorations on
the adobe walls, the brass vessel for holy water and the irregular tile floor.
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50. Ruins of the Church at Mission San Juan Capistrano

San Juan Capistrano has well been referred to as the Jewel of the Missions. The great church whose ruins are
here shown, built with infinite labor by the padres and neophytes, was ready for occupancy in 1809. Three years later
it was destroyed by the earthquake of 1812. After that time services were held in one of the smaller structures around
the great court.
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Photograph by C. E. Watkins

51. Ruined Patio of San Juan Capistrano

The activities of the mission were largely carried on in the patio or court which was enclosed by the mission build-
ings. The court at San Juan Capistrano measured approximately two hundred feet each way and was entirely
surrounded by great arches.
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52. A Mission Olive Press

Many of the industries now of importance in California owe their beginnings to the mission fathers. Since the

climate of California was like that of Spain and Italy the missionaries brought with them not only cattle and grain but
also the fruit trees that flourished in Spain. In that manner the orange, grape, pomegranate, and olive were introduced
into California. This picture shows the primitive mill for crushing the oil from the olives at Mission San Juan
Capistrano.
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53. Ground Plan of Mission San Juan Capistrano
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Painting by Oriana Day

From Original in M. T. de Young Museum

54. Mission San Gabriel

Mission San Gabriel Arcangel (St. Gabriel the arch-angel) was founded September 8, 1771. It was important

not only because of its nea

rness to the Pueblo of Los Angeles, established later, but because of its frontier position.

Anza from Arizona and Jedediah Smith from the states and many others found at this mission a welcome after weari-
some Journeys across the inhospitable deserts.
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Etching by H. Chapman Ford

55. Mission San Gabriel

Although the missions are all more or less alike in features they each possess individual characteristics. The cam-
panile of a pierced wall type and the high buttressed wall stand out markedly in San Gabriel.
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Courtesy of State Library

56. The Rodeo at San Gabriel Mission

Stock raising in California began with the mission fathers. In 1769, when Father Serra came to Alta California
with the Portola expedition, he brought from the older missions two hundred head of cattle. By 1800 these had
increased to 74,000. In 1834, just before the missions were secularized, there were in the twenty-one missions 423,000
head of cattle. Nearly one-fourth of these, 105,000, were at San Gabriel. With the passing of the missions stock
aising declined. A writer in 1842 says there were but 28,220 head of stock in the whole of Alta California.
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57. Ruins of Soap Vats at San Gabriel

The missions were great industrial as well as religious institutions. From
their great herds enormous quantities of tallow and hides were gathered for
trade with the ‘“Boston vessels’” (New England ships) that came around the
Horn. At San Gabriel great soap works were built. A companion of Jedediah
Smith describes these as he saw them in 1827: ‘‘The soap factory consists of four
large cisterns or boilers that will hold from 2000 to 2500 gallons each . . . there
is a large iron patt or kittle, fixed in the bottom where the fire strikes to set them
boiling. . . .”
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Etching by H. Chapman Ford

58. Mission San Fernando Rey De Espana

San Fernando Mission was founded by Fathers Lasuen and Dumetz. It was located in the beautiful San Fer-
nando Valley north and west of the Pueblo of Los Angeles. In 1819 there were nearly 1100 Indian neophytes at this
mission. Many of the arts were taught the Indians but at San Fernando they were especially skilled in iron and
metal work. Tools, nails, chains and even bells were made by the San Fernando Indians.
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Photograph by C. E. Watkins

59. Ruined Church at Mission San Fernando

This photograph, taken about 1876, shows San Fernando Church in ruins before attempts had been made at res-
toration or repair. The church shown here is probably one built after 1812, A church of adobe and tiles dedicated in
December, 1806, was so badly damaged by the earthquake of 1812 that reconstruction was considered necessary.

Although efforts have been made from time to time to restore or repair this mission, the church proper is still in
bad condition. The dwelling house is in much better state of repair.
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ﬂ 60. Ruined Out-Building, San Fernando Mission

| This picture is one of many that give an idea of the construction of the old mission buildings. Sun-dried adobe
W bricks will not withstand water. It was necessary, therefore, to cover the buildings with burned tiles with wide project-
1 ing eaves. The adobe walls were protected with plaster. The rafters were covered with cross pieces over which was
” laid a mat of tule or straw. The tiles were then laid upon this in such a manner as to turn water. The slope of the roofs
h was always gentle for the tiles were held in place only by their own weight.
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Etching by H. Chapman Ford

61. Mission San Buenaventura

Mission San Buenaventura, founded March 31, 1782, was the first of the Franciscan missions to be established
among the natives of the Santa Barbara channel. It was the last of the missions founded by Father Junipero Serra.
The church shown in this picture, built in 1811, was badly damaged in the earthquake of 1812, but it was rebuilt about
1815 and is still in use.
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Photograph by C. E. Watkins

62. Mission San Buenaventura

This rear view of the mission gives an excellent idea of the construction of the mission guadrangle. In the fore-
ground is a pit equipped with apparatus for lifting adobe earth for making bricks and tiles. At the extreme left is a
pile of those bricks. This photograph was taken during the seventies.
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63. Interior of Church, Mission San Buenaventura

The interior of the mission church was arranged to impress the mind of the neophytes. This is a modern interior
but it follows the earlier ones more or less closely, except for such modern conveniences as pews. The Sanctuary was
elevated and separated from the rest of the church by a low railing. The main altar was equipped in a beautiful and
costly manner. Side altars were slightly less magnificent. To the right is shown the elevated pulpit, entered by the
priest from the Sacristy, a room just off the Sanctuary where the sacred articles and robes were kept.
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Etching by H. Chapman Ford

64. Mission Santa Barbara

Mission Santa Barbara, damaged by the earthquake of 1925, had been preserved in all its grandeur through the
century and a half since its founding. It was established December 4, 1786, by Father Lasuen. The Presidio of Santa ,
Barbara was also founded at the same time. The church that now stands was begun in 1815 and dedicated September
10, 1820, to replace one damaged in the earthquake of 1812.
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65. Santa Barbara Mission, 1875

This photograph shows the Santa Barbara Mission at a very interesting period. Later developments have removed
many ruined buildings and walls and have crowded a modern city close up to the very mission doors. In the rear to the
left may still be seen the remains of the Indian village, which in 1803 helped to house some eighteen hundred neophytes.
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66. Irrigation was Developed by the Padres

Coming as they did from the arid and semi-arid lands of Spain and Mexico, the padres understood full well the ?
importance of water to successful horticulture. The mission sites were chosen with a view to available water for irri-
gating their fields and gardens. “

These two pictures represent parts of the system at Santa Barbara Mission. The one on the left shows an arch |
supporting an aqueduct for bringing water from the creek some miles above the mission. This was later torn down N
because it obstructed the roadway. The other picture shows what is frequently referred to as the ‘“bath house,”” which M
was in reality the settling tank for retaining the sediment brought down by the aqueduct. ,.
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From Sketch by E. Vischer

67. Mission Santa Ynez

Mission Santa Ynez, St. Agnes, the Virgin and Martyr, was one of three missions erected in the nineteenth
century. It was founded by Fathers Tapis and Cipres, September 17, 1804, in the valley not far from La Purisima.
The earthquake of 1812 did serious damage to the buildings of this mission so that a new church was begun in 1815
and dedicated July 4, 1817.
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68. Ruins of Old Purisima Mission

The earthquake of 1812 was especially destructive at La Purisima. An adobe church described as ‘“very spacious
and large” was completed in 1803. This building was entirely ruined by the earthquake. Because of this as well as
for other reasons, the mission was removed to a new site about two miles to the northwest. TLa Purisima was the first
mission abandoned after 1812.
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From Original Etching by H. Chapman Ford

69. Mission La Purisima Concepcion

La Purisima Mission was founded by Father Lasuen, December 8, 1787. Its first site was about two miles farther

south. The church building which survived the mission period was dedicated in November, 1818.
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Ruins of Mission:La Purisima Conception, California, 1787

70. La Purisima Mission in Later Days

Earthquakes have not been the most destructive forces in the reduction of
old missions to ruins. Less spectacular but more persistent and therefore more
harmful has been the constant action of the winters’ rains against unprotected
adobe walls.
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71. Mission San Luis Obispo

Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa (St. Louis, the Bishop of Tolouse) was established by Father Junipera Serra,
September 1, 1772, the fifth of the mission chain. Changes in recent years have almost obliterated the Spanish atmo-
sphere which pervades this early photograph, obtained from Mr. €. B. Turrill.







the services of the church at stated intervals.
and mortar are shown here.

PI1oTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA

72. Santa Margarita Chapel

One of these was at Santa Margarita.

In addition to the twenty-one missions there were many sub-missions or assistencias where the padre performed

The ruins of substantial stone

© University of California Extension Division
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From Sketch by E. Vischer

73. Mission San Miguel

Mission San Miguel Arcangel was founded by Fathers Lasuen and Sitiar, July 25, 1797. The present church,
completed about 1819, retains much of its early appearance. The railroad and highway have cut through the mission
site so that the enclosure for the Indian village has been opliterated.
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74. Mission San Antonio De Padua

Although in ruins, San Antonio Mission, west of King City in Monterey County, has a setting which still retains

¢

Photograph by C. E. Watkins

San Antonio was founded by Father Serra, July 14, 1771, the third mission

Prcrorian HisTorRY OF CALIFORNIA
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75. Soledad Mission

| | Nuestra Senora de la Soledad (Our Lady of Solitude) was the name given to a mission established in the Salinas
_ | Valley between Monterey and San Antonio. It was founded by Father Lasuen, October 9, 1791. Soledad was never a
ﬂ very large mission as compared with some of the others. At its largest in 1805 it had but 725 neophytes. Governor
Jose Joaquin de Arrillaga was buried in this mission church in 1814, Soledad brought water in an aqueduct a distance
of fifteen miles. Horses in great numbers were raised at this mission.
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76. San Carlos (Carmel) Mission as Vancouver Saw It, 1794
This is the oldest picture of any of the California missions. Capt. George Vancouver of the British Navy, who
visited California in 1794, gives us an excellent description of Spanish California as an Englishman saw it. Sykes,
the artist of the expedition, made this sketch of Mission San Carlos. You will note that the present mission church
is here shown in the process of erection. It was completed in 1797.
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77. San Carlos (Carmel) Mission in the Thirties

These two pictures were made from contem-
poraneous sketches by artists who visited the mis- ,
sion before it had gone to ruin. The upper one, _
a sketech by Wm. Smythe made about 1823, gives W
us a comprehensive view of the mission from the ,
front. Many of these buildings have long since

disappeared.

The lower picture, taken from a sketch in a
French work published in 1839, affords us a view
from the rear showing the mission enclosure. |
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78. When Restoration Was Not Restoration

These two photographs show the changes
made in the appearance of San Carlos (Carmel)
Mission at the time it was ‘‘restored’ in 1884.
The upper view shows the ruined church, the roof
line of which met the facade behind the top of the
arch. The towers both reached above the peak
of the roof. The architect in planning restora-
tion, disregarding the former lines, raised the tip
of the roof some twelve feet thus destroying very
largely the beauty of the Spanish architecture.
In the later building the steep shingle roof dom-
inates the whole structure, whereas the gentle
sloping tiled roof of the padres was not more

=
noticeable than the other features.
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From Original Etching by H. Chapman Ford

79. Mission San Juan Bautista

Mission San Juan Bautista, founded June 24, 1797, was the second of four missions established in California by
Father Lasuen during that year. It is located in the quiet little town of San Juan on the main coast highway. The
church which now stands is probably the one begun by the padres by the laying of a corner stone, June 3, 1803. It
was completed in 1812. Originally it had a dome over the belfry. This was badly injured in an earthquake of 1836.
A wooden spire was later built to replace the dome, but recently the dome-like structure has been restored. This etch-
ing shows the mission before the wooden steeple had been erected.
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80. Mission Santa Cruz

Mission Santa Cruz was founded September 25, 1791. TIts first site was unsatisfactory because its low position sub-

Jected it to floods. A later church was also demolished by the winter storms. Since the tower of the church fell in

an earthquake of 1840 and the front wall collapsed in 1857, photographs are not obtainable.
Ford reproduces the mission, is the best view we have.
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