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FOREWORD 

"One picture is worth ten thousand words," runs an ancient 
Chinese proverb. Educational leaders are coming more and more 
to appreciate the force of the truth underlying this thought. The 
Pictorial History of California is published in the belief that 
it will be not only interesting but distinctly educational as well. 

The aim has been not to prepare a history of California 
profusely illustrated but to collect such pictures as will them­
selves with proper explanatory material constitute a fairly complete 

history. Great care, therefore, has been taken to select pictures 
that adequately and artistically represent the various episodes 
in California history. While each picture, with the accompanying 
text, may be taken as a separate unit, its value is greatly increased 
when it is considered in relation to the whole series . 

Every picture has been carefully selected for both historical 
accuracy and pictorial value. There have been cases, however, 
when the one has had to give way to the other, for not all 
pictures possess both qualities. Attention is called to the need 
of discrimination in the use of material selected from such a 
wide field; a contemporary photograph, for instance, is of greater 
historical value than an imaginative painting of later date. 

The narratives have been carefully prepared to supply the 
demand for a simple history, free from technical features. An 
attempt has been made to describe each picture so as to aid in 
determining the degree of its historical value. 

The Pictorial History of California was planned by Edward 
Mayer, Secretary, Department of Visual Instruction, University of 
California Extension Division, and compiled and edited by Owen 
C. Coy, Ph .D., Director, California State Historical Association. 
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Courtes)· Depa r tment of Ethnology, Dniver ity of California 

9. Baskets Used in Grinding and Making Acorn Meal 

\\Then the acorns were needed for food they were ground into flour by the 
Indian women. A funnel shaped basket as shown in the picture was placed oYer 
a large stone in the floor of the dwelling. This basket was substantially con­
structed of strong materials. It was usually about four or five inches deep and 
ixteen inches in diameter at the top. vVith this basket held between her knee 

the woman pounded the acorns into a fine flour through use of a pestle. By 
means of a shallmv basket the fine meal was separated from the coarser which 
was worked over again. 
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Courtesy Department of Ethnology, U n iversity of California 

12. Closely Twined Conical Burden Baskets 

These baskets, the work of the Pomo Indians of Mendocino County, 
although made for carrying heavy burdens, are nevertheless not lacking in 
artistic worlunanship. The first five are diagonally twined, the sixth is plain 
twined. Geometrical figures are employed in all of them. In the first two are 
diagonally arranged triangles with zigzags between. In Nos. 3 and 5 white 
rhomboids separate the triangles. In No. 4 the triangles are repeated in hori­
zontal rows. In No. 6 zigzags and broken lines are used. 
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Courtesy D epa rtm ent of Ethnology, U nivers ity of Ca li fornia 

14. Coiled Baskets of Mendocino Indians 

The Indians of Humboldt and Siskiyou counties made their baskets b~' 

twining hut the Mendocino (Pomo) and other Indians further south constructed 
theirs by ::t coiling process. The shape and the designs used in basket construc­
tion are of great variety. The first basket (No. 1) is spheroidal with triangles as 
decorative features. Number 2 is a flaring funnel shaped basket with triangles 
in another form. In No. 3 we have a third shape with both triangles and rec­
tangles. The human figure in No. 4 and the cross in No. 6 suggest European 
influencf' . 
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15. Indian Baskets 

On the left is a papoose basket used for the Indian child much as a modern 
mother uses a bassinet. It was made of open work. Stout hazel twigs were 
used for the back of the basket. .About every four inches a chain of two or three 
rows tied these pieces together. The child was securely wrapped and placed in 
this basket which could be carried on the back, set up in view of the mother, or 
laid down. 

On the right is a tray for serving salmon. This was a disk of open work 
nearly fiat but with a slight concave effect produced by drawing the outer rounds 
of chains more tightly than the rest. It was constructed of heavy hazel twigs. 
The butts were joined at the center. Other hazel twigs were tw~ned in spirals 
around the first as ribs. 
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16. Starting Knots for Indian Baskets 
rrhe technique of basket construction shows much skill on the part of the 

Indian worker. W e have here a variety of knots used in starting the baskets. 
In No. 1 two pairs of warp sticks are crossed, the weft elements being passed 
diagonally to the warp sticks. In No. 2 the weft elements form a cross with arms 
parallel to warp sticks. In No. 3 twining is the only fastening used. No. 4 is 
similar to No. 1 except that two pairs of warp sticks are used for one of the 
parts. Nos. 5 and 6 are illustrative of the use of four and three warp sticks. 
No. 7 shows a complicated lattice twining used for baby baskets. No. 8 shows a 
warp used in finishing. No. 9 shows a starting knot in which the warp sticks 
are first joined by twining and then crossed. 
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17. A Basket in the Making 
The Indians displayed ingenuity and arti tic skill both in ba ket construc­

tion and in the selection and preparation of the materials used. This picture 
shows some of the basket materials. For the warp hazel twigs were used when 
available, for the woof, in starting the baskets, the Indians u ed strands of 
willow or roots of sugar pine, spruce, or redwood. The root fibers were wrapped 
V1rith colored grasses. The favorite colors were r ed, yellow, and black. The black 
was obtained from the maiden hair fern or by burying the materials in black 
mud. Alder bark furnished the r ed; it was chewed and the fibers were drawn 
through the mouth. For the yellow a lichen was used. 

We have fibers split from roots of pine or spruce (2); the hazel twigs 
used for the r ibs of the basket (3); filament from the leaves of bear grass (4); 
and fi laments of maiden hair fern ( 5) . 
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18. Stone Implements Used by the Indians 

r:rhe Indians of California before their contact with the white man did not 
have knowledge of the use of metals, nor did they polish their implements except 
in a very crude manner. 

This picture shmvs a number of stone implements used by the Klamath 
Lake and Modoc Indians of northeastern California. Nos. 1 and 2 are muller 
used in grinding food in shallow Yessels. Mortars (No. 6) and pestles ( Jos. 
3 and 4) were commonly used. rrhey a re to be found in various other parts of 
the state. The maul (No. 8) measured fiye to six inches in diameter and ten 
inches in length. It vms used in driving elkhorn or mountain mahogany vvedges 
for splitting trees. Stone sinkers (No. 7) were used to weight clown the nets 
when fishing. No. 9 is an arrow straightener of stone; No. 5 is one of wood. 
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21. The White Deer Skin Dance 

The vVhite Deer Skin Dance ''rns a special .feature of the Hoopa Indians. 
Before the intrusion of the white man this dance was held every year in August 
or September. It is still held occasionally, but the younger men are not con­
Yinced of its value. The ceremony consumed several days with dances at variou 
sacred places along the river and at Bald Hill. The costumes for the dance were 
specially prepared. The man in the center of the picture was the singer. The 
darn:ers in the line behind have deer skins partly stuffed and mounted on pole . 
Several are shown to be white or albino deer. These are very scarce and the 
skins were probabl3r handed dovm for several generations. They must not be 
sold or traded. In the intervals between the dances the priest or old man relate 
to the people the stories of former clays and of the laws they should obsen·e with 
care. The ceremony ends with a dance in which all the braves participate. 
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23. Christopher Columbus 

Columbus was an Italian born at Genoa, 1441. He married the daughter of 
a Portuguese governor of Porto Santa and thus came to know of the remarkable 
explorations of the Portuguese along the African coast. H e studied and came 
to believe that he could sail west and reach the coast of Asia. Furthermore, he 
had the courage to trust his knowledge and resolved to carry explorations 
westward. 
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29. A Manila Galleon 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries Spain's vessels made the voyage 
to the Philippine Islands by way of the Pacific Ocean and the California coast. 
The first trading voyage ' was in 1566, and from that time the trip was made 
annually for about hvo hundred and fifty years. The vessels were often small, 
as shown here, because the jealousies of the Spanish merchants would not 
allow larger ships nor too much freedom to compete with the merchants of the 
home country. Returning from the Philippines the Spaniards sailed eastward 
across the North Pacific until they approached Cape Mendocino and then turned 
southward to Mexico. It was partly to assist these vessels to find a port of 
refuge that Monterey Bay and other California ports were discovered and 
explored. 
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34. California Was Once Thought to be an Island 

Before the middle of the sixteenth century (1540), Spanish naYigators had 
explored the upper end of the Gulf of California, thus discovering that Lower 
California is a peninsula. The map of Drake's voyage shows this quite clearly. 
About 1632, however, a book was published containing a map, probably by Henry 
Briggs, showing California as an island. This mistaken idea had become well 
established by 1702, when it was disproved by Father Kirio. Father Kino was 
anxious to find a land route from the missions of southern Arizona to those of 
Lower California. Even after his explorations, maps still showed California 
an island. 
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Drawing by Walter l!.,rancis From Original in B an croft Library 

37. Many of Portola's Men Were Too Ill to Walk 

The trip of Portola and his men had been carried out under the greatest 
of hardships. Many had died of scurvy and had been buried at San Diego. 
Others, although really not fit for travel, had pushed on north to find the Port 
of Monterey. The sick were being carried in improvised stretchers as shown in 
this picture when the Bay of San Francisco was discovered. 
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Drawin g by Walter Francis From Origi nal in Bancroft Library 

38. Anza, Founder of San Francisco 

One of the foremost characters during the days of Spanish California wa 
Juan Bautista de Anza. If Spain was to hold California she must have colonist . 
Burthermore, there was needed a more direct route from the older and more 
flourishing provinces of Sonora and New Mexico. Anza, commander of the 
presidio at Tubae, now in Arizona, helped supply this need. Twice he crossed 
the deserts and mountains to California. The second time he brought two hun­
dred and forty colonists who founded San Francisco. This picture is based upon 
an oil portrait made in 1774. 
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Drawin g by Walter Francis From Original in Bancroft Library 

39. The Anza Expedition on the March 

The great American immigration to California took place in 1849 and 1850. 
Seventy-five years before that time, in 1775, Juan Bautista de Anza led a colony 
of Spanish men, women, and children across the mountains and deserts from 
Arizona to California. His party consisted at first of two hundred and forty 
people but three more were born on the way. These people became the first 
settlers in San Francisco and San Jose. 
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Pa intin g lly Julian Rix 

41. Point Reyes Lighthouse 

Modern navigation is made less dangerous by the use of delicate instru­
ments. Charts, fog signals, and lighthouses warn the navigator of possible 
dangers. The early explorers had not this help but risked their lives every mile 
the~r traveled. The lighthouses along the California coast were first established 
by the United States government after 1851. Point Reyes light was built 
in 1870. 
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42. Father Junipero Serra 

Miguel Jose Serra, born in 1713 on the Island of Mallorca, early became a 
Franciscan friar, assuming the name of Junipero. He came to Mexico in 1749 
and to Alta California with Portola in 1769. He was the first president of the 
California Missions. Nine missions were founded by him. He died at Carmel 
Mission, August 28, 1784, and is buried in the mission church. This picture is 
said to represent Father Serra faithfully. The original was painted from life 
in 1773 and hung for many years in the College of San Fernando, Mexico. 
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From Orig inal P a intin g in M. H. de Young Museum 

43. The Founding of the Mission 

This painting represents a cavalcade leaving San Carlos (Carmel) Mission to found a new mission. It is prob­
able that the pines and the cypresses of Monterey peninsula witnessed many such scenes as this, for San Carlos was the 
home of the presidents of all the California Missions. The founding of a new mission was an important event. San 
Carlos (Carmel) Mission itself was first founded at Monterey June 3, 1770, but was moved to Carmel Valley in the fall 
of 1771. This valley was thought by Father Serra to be much better for the mission because it was surrounded by good 
land with water for inigation and then, too, he did not like to have the mission Indians near the soldiers of the presidio. 
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After a Drawing br Majo r C. C. Churchill 

44. San Diego Mission 

San Diego Mission vi1as founded July 16, 1769. It is now almost completely 
in ruins. It is difficult to obtain a pjctnre of it as it was while the tower still 
stood. It seems probable that San Diego had a tower similar to the one sbown 
here. The original of this picture vvas made in 1858. The church, the remains 
of whi.ch are to be seen, was built in 1813. 
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ore characteristic m
ission featu

res 

th
an

 an
y

 o
th

er. 
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Courtesy of the Putnam Studios 

47. Campanile at San Antonia De Pala 

rrbe bell towers of the missions are of two types. One is that of the squaee 
terraced tower as seen at San Luis Rey, Santa Barbara, Carmel, and elsewhere; 
the other is that of the flat wall with arched openings. This tower of Pala is an 
example of the latter type. 
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48. A
ltar in P

ala M
ission 

S
an

 A
ntonio de P

ala w
as n

o
t a reg

u
lar m

ission b
u

t m
erely an

 assistencia, o
r sub-m

ission, u
n

d
er S

an
 L

u
is R

ey
. 

It 
is know

n n
o

t only fo
r its b

eau
tifu

l cam
p

an
ile b

u
t also fo

r th
e evidences of th

e In
d

ian
 a1-t in

 th
e in

terio
r decorations, 

w
ell depicted

 in
 this photograph. 
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49. Niche and Holy Water Font, Pala Mission 

This picture is a closer view of the band work of the neophytes m the 
interior of the chapel at Pala. Especially noteworthy are the decorations on 
the adobe 'valls, the brass vessel for holy water and the irregular tile floor. 
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50. R
uins of the C

hurch at M
ission San Ju

an
 C

apistrano 

S
an

 Ju
a
n

 C
apistrano h

as w
ell been referred

 to as th
e Jew

el of th
e M

issions. 
T

h
e g

reat church w
hose ru

in
s are 

here show
n, built w

ith infinite labor b
y

 the p
ad

res an
d

 neophytes, w
as read

y
 fo

r occu
p

an
cy in

 1809. 
T

h
ree y

ears later 
it w

as destroyed by the earth
q

u
ak

e of 1812. 
A

fter th
at tim

e services w
ere h

eld
 in

 one o
f the sm

aller stru
ctu

res aro
u

n
d

 
th

e g
reat co

u
rt. 
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51. R
uined P

atio of San Ju
an

 C
apistrano 

T
h

e activities of th
e m

ission w
ere larg

ely carried
 on in the p

atio
 o

r co
u

rt w
hich w

as enclosed by th
e m

i_ssion bu
ild­

m
g

s. 
T

he co
u

rt at S
an

 Ju
a
n

 C
ap

istran
o

 m
easured 

ap
p

ro
x

im
ately

 tw
o h

u
n

d
red

 feet each w
ay 

an
d

 w
as en

tirely 
su

rro
u

n
d

ed
 b

y
 g

reat arch
es. 
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52. A
 M

ission O
live P

ress 

M
an

y
 of the in

d
u

stries now
 of im

p
o

rtan
ce in

 C
alifornia ow

e th
eir beginnings to the m

ission fathers. 
S

ince th
e 

clim
ate o

f C
alifornia w

as like th
at of S

p
ain

 an
d

 Italy
 th

e m
issionaries b

ro
u

g
h

t w
ith them

 n
o

t only cattle an
d

 g
rain

 b
u

t 
also th

e fru
it trees th

at flourished in
 S

p
ain

. 
In

 th
at m

an
n

er th
e orange, grape, pom

egranate, an
d

 olive w
ere introduced 

into C
alifornia. 

T
his p

ictu
re show

s th
e p

rim
itiv

e m
ill fo

r cru
sh

in
g

 the oil fro
m

 th
e olives at M

ission S
an

 Ju
an

 
C

apistrano. 
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53. Ground Plan of Mission San Juan Capistrano 
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54. M
ission San G

abriel 

M
ission S

an
 G

abriel A
rcangel (S

t. G
abriel th

e arch-angel) w
as founded S

eptem
ber 8, 1771. 

It w
as im

p
o

rtan
t 

n
o

t only because of its nearness to the P
ueblo of L

os A
ngeles, established later, b

u
t because of its fro

n
tier position. 

A
nza fro

m
 A

rizona an
d

 Jed
ed

iah
 S

m
ith

 fro
m

 th
e states an

d
 m

an
y

 others fo
u

n
d

 at th
is m

ission a w
elcom

e after w
eari­

som
e jo

u
rneys across th

e inhospitable deserts. 
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55. M
ission San G

abriel 

A
lthough the m

issions arc all m
ore o

r less alike in
 features th

ey
 each possess individual characteristics. T

he cam
­

panile o
f a pierced w

all ty
p

e an
d

 the high buttressed w
all stan

d
 o

u
t m

ark
ed

ly
 in

 S
an

 G
ab

riel. 
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56. 
T

he R
odeo at San G

abriel M
ission 

C
o

u
rtesy of S

tate L
ib

ra
ry 

S
to

ck raising in
 C

alifo
rn

ia began w
ith

 th
e m

ission fath
ers. 

In
 1769, w

hen F
ath

er S
erra cam

e to A
lta C

alifo
rn

ia 
w

ith th
e P

o
rto

la expedition, h
e b

rou
g

h
t fro

m
 th

e older m
issions tw

o h
u

n
d

red h
ead

 o
f cattle. 

B
y

 1800 these h
ad

 
in

creased to 74,000. 
In

 1834, ju
st befo

re th
e m

issions w
ere secularized, th

ere w
ere in

 th
e tw

en
ty-one m

issions 423,000 
h

ead
 o

f cattle. 
N

early on
e-fo

u
rth

 of th
ese, 105,000, w

ere at S
an

 G
ab

riel. 
W

ith
 th

e p
assin

g
 o

f th
e m

issions sto
ck 

raisin
g

 declined. 
A

 w
riter in

 1842 says th
ere w

ere b
u

t 28,220 h
ead

 o
f stock in

 th
e w

hole o
f A

lta C
alifo

rn
ia. 
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57. Ruins of Soap Vats at San Gabriel 

rrhe missions were great industrial as well as religious institutions. From 
their great herds enormous quantities of tallow and hides were gathered for 
trade with the "Boston vessels" (New England ships) that came around the 
Horn. At San Gabriel great soap works were built. A companion of J edediah 
Smith describes these as he saw them in 1827 : ''The soap factory consists of four 
large cisterns or boilers that will hold from 2000 to 2500 gallons each . . . there 
is a large iron patt or kittle, fixed in the bottom where the fire strikes to set them 

b ·1· " 01mg .... 
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58. M
ission San F

ernando R
ey D

e E
spana 

S
an

 F
ern

an
d

o
 M

ission w
as founded b

y
 F

ath
ers L

asu
en

 an
d

 D
u

m
etz. 

It v;ras lo
cated in

 th
e b

eau
tiful S

an
 F

er­
nando V

alley n
o

rth
 and w

est of the P
u

eblo o
f L

os A
ngeles. 

In
 1819 th

ere w
ere n

early
 1100 In

d
ian

 neophytes at this 
m

ission. 
M

an
y

 of th
e arts w

ere tau
g

h
t th

e In
d

ian
s b

u
t at S

an
 F

ern
ando they w

ere especially 
sk

illed in
 iro

n
 an

d
 

m
etal w

ork. 
T

ools, nails, ch
ain

s an
d

 even b
ells w

ere m
ade by th

e S
an

 F
ern

an
d

o
 In

d
ians. 
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59. R
uined C

hurch at M
ission San F

ernando 

T
h

is :photograph, tak
en

 about 1876, show
s S

an
 F

ern
an

d
o

 C
hurch in

 ru
in

s before attem
p

ts h
ad

 been m
ade a

t res­
to

ratio
n

 o
r rep

air. 
T

h
e ch

u
rch

 show
n h

ere is probably one b
u

ilt after 1812. 
A

 ch
u

rch o
f adobe an

d
 tiles dedicated

 in
 

D
ecem

ber, 1806, w
as so b

ad
ly

 dam
aged b

y
 the earth

q
u

ak
e of 1812 th

at reco
n

stru
ction w

as considered necessary. 
A

lth
o

u
g

h
 efforts have been m

ade fro
m

 tim
e to

 tim
e to restore or rep

air th
is m

ission, th
e ch

u
rch p

ro
p

er is still in
 

bad condition. 
T

he dw
elling house is in

 m
uch b

etter state o
f rep

air. 
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60. 
R

uined O
ut-B

uilding, San F
ernando M

ission 

T
his p

ictu
re is one o

f m
an

y
 th

at give an
 idea of th

e con
stru

ctio
n

 o
f th

e old m
ission buildings. 

S
u

n
-d

ried
 adobe 

b
ricks w

ill n
o

t w
ithstand w

ater. 
It w

as necessary, therefore, to rover th
e buildings w

ith
 b

u
rn

ed
 tiles w

ith w
ide project­

in
g

 eaves. 
T

he adobe w
alls w

ere protected w
ith

 p
laster. 

T
h

e ra
fters w

ere covered w
ith

 cross p
ieces over w

hich w
as 

laid a m
at of tule or straw

. 
T

he tiles w
ere th

en
 laid

 u
p

o
n

 th
is in

 such a m
an

n
er as to tu

rn
 w

ater. 
T

h
e slope o

f the roofs 
w

as alw
ays gentle fo

r th
e tiles virere held in

 p
lace only b

y
 th

eir ow
n w

eight. 
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61. M
ission San B

uenaventura 

M
ission S

an
 B

u
en

av
en

tu
ra, founded M

arch 31, 1782, w
as the first of th

e F
ra

n
ciscan m

issions to be established 
am

ong th
e natives of th

e S
an

ta B
arb

ara ch
an

nel. 
It w

as th
e last o

f the m
issions fo

u
n

d
ed

 by F
ath

er Ju
n

ip
ero

 S
erra. 

T
he ch

u
rch show

n in
 this p

icture, built in
 1811, w

as b
ad

ly
 dam

aged in
 the earth

q
u

ak
e o

f 1812, b
u

t it w
as reb

u
ilt about 

1815 an
d

 is still in
 use. 
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62. M
ission San B

uenaventura 

T
h

is rear view
 of the m

ission gives an
 excellen

t id
ea o

f the constru
ction o

f th
e m

ission g
u

ad
ran

gle. 
In

 the fore­
g

ro
u

n
d

 is a p
it equipped w

ith
 ap

p
aratu

s fo
r liftin

g
 adobe earth

 fo
r m

ak
in

g
 b

rick
s an

d
 tiles. 

A
t th

e extrem
e left is a 

p
ile o

f those b
ricks. 

T
h

is p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
 w

as tak
en

 d
u

rin
g

 the seventies. 
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63. 
Interior of C

hurch, M
ission San B

u
en

aven
tu

ra 

T
h

e in
terio

r of the m
ission ch

u
rch w

as arran
g

ed
 to im

p
ress th

e m
ind o

f th
e neophytes. 

T
his is a m

o
d

ern
 in

terio
r 

b
u

t it follow
s the earlier ones m

o
re o

r less closely, except fo
r such m

odern conveniences as pew
s. 

T
he S

an
ctu

ary
 w

as 
elevated an

d
 separated fro

m
 th

e rest o
f th

e ch
u

rch by a low
 railin

g
. 

T
he m

ain
 altar w

as equipped in
 a b

eau
tifu

l an
d

 
costly m

an
n

er. 
S

ide altars w
ere slightly less m

agnificen
t. 

T
o th

e rig
h

t is show
n th

e elevated p
u

lp
it, en

tered
 b

y
 th

e 
p

riest fro
m

 the S
acl'isty, a room

 ju
st off th

e S
anctu

ary
 w

here the sacred artirles an
d

 rob
es w

ere kept. 
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64. 
M

ission Santa B
arbara 

M
ission S

an
ta B

arba1·a, dam
aged b

y
 th

e earth
q

u
ak

e of 1925, h
ad

 been p
reserv

ed
 in

 all its g
ran

d
eu

r th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e 
century an

d
 a h

alf since its founding
. 

It w
as established D

ecem
ber 4, 1786, b

y
 F

ath
er L

asuen. 
T

he P
resid

io
 of S

an
ta 

B
arb

ara w
as also founded at th

e sam
e tim

e. 
T

he church th
at now

 stands w
as begun in

 1815 an
d

 dedicated S
eptem

ber 
10, 1820, to replace one dam

aged in
 th

e earth
q

u
ak

e o
f 1812. 
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65. Santa B
arbara M

ission, 1875 

T
h

is photograph show
s th

e S
an

ta B
arb

ara M
ission at a very in

terestin
g

 period. 
L

ater developm
ents have rem

oved 
m

an
y

 ru
in

ed
 buildings an

d
 w

alls an
d

 have crow
ded a m

o
d

ern
 city close u

p
 to th

e v
ery

 m
ission doors. 

In
 th

e rear to th
e 

left m
ay

 still be seen the rem
ain

s of the In
d

ian
 village, w

hich in
 1803 helped to house som

e eig
h

teen h
u

n
d

red
 neophytes. 
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66. 
Irrigation w

as D
eveloped b

y the P
adres 

C
om

ing as they did fro
m

 the arid
 an

d
 sem

i-arid lan
d

s of S
p

ain
 an

d
 M

exico, th
e p

ad
res understood fu

ll w
ell th

e 
im

portance o
f w

ater to successful h
o

rticu
ltu

re. 
T

he m
ission sites w

ere chosen w
ith

 a view
 to available w

ater fo
r irri­

g
atin

g
 th

eir fields an
d

 g
ard

en
s. 

T
hese tw

o pictures rep
resen

t p
arts o

f th
e system

 at S
an

ta B
arb

ara M
ission. 

T
he one on th

e left show
s an

 arch
 

su
p

p
o

rtin
g

 an
 aqueduct fo

r bringing w
ater fro

m
 th

e creek som
e m

iles above th
e m

ission. 
T

h
is w

as later to
rn

 dow
n 

because it obstructed th
e roadw

ay. 
T

h
e o

th
er p

ictu
re show

s w
h

at is frequently referred to as th
e "b

ath
 h

o
u

se," w
hich 

w
as in

 reality
 the settling tan

k
 fo

r retain
in

g
 th

e sedim
ent b

ro
u

g
h

t dow
n b

y
 the aquednct. 
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er 

67. M
ission Santa Y

nez 

M
ission S

an
ta Y

nez, 
S

t. A
gnes, th

e V
irg

in
 an

d
 M

arty
r, w

as one of three m
issions erected in

 th
e n

in
eteen

th
 

century. 
It w

as founded b
y

 F
ath

ers T
ap

is an
d

 C
ipres, S

eptem
ber 17, 1804, in

 th
e valley n

o
t fa

r fro
m

 L
a P

u
risim

a. 
T

he earthquake of 1812 d
id

 serious dam
age to th

e buildings o
f th

is m
ission so th

at a new
 church w

as begun in
 1815 

an
d

 dedicated Ju
ly

 4, 1817. 
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68. 
R

uins of O
ld P

urisim
a M

ission 

T
h

e earthquake o
f 1812 w

as especially d
estru

ctive a
t L

a P
u

risim
a. 

A
n

 adobe ch
u

rch described as "v
ery

 sp
acious 

an
d

 larg
e'' w

as com
pleted in

 1803. 
T

h
is building w

as en
tirely

 ru
in

ed
 b

y
 the earth

q
u

ak
e. 

B
ecause of th

is as w
ell as 

fo
r o

th
er reasons, the m

ission w
as rem

oved to a new
 site ab

o
u

t tw
o m

iles to the n
o

rth
w

est. 
L

a P
u

risim
a w

as th
e first 

m
ission abandoned after 1812. 
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69. M
ission L

a P
urisim

a C
oncepcion 

L
a P

u
risim

a ,M
ission \vas founded b

y
 F

ath
er L

asuen, D
ecem

ber 8, 1787. 
Its first site w

as about tw
o m

iles farth
er 

south. 
T

he church building w
hich survived th

e m
ission period w

as d
edicated in

 N
ovem

ber, 1818. 
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70. La Purisima Mission in Later Days 

Earthquakes have not been the most destructive forces in the reduction of 

old missions to ruins. Less spectacular but more persistent and therefore more 

harmful has been the constant action of the winters' rains against unprotected 

ado be walls. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA ©University of California. Extension Division 
D epartment of Visual Instruction 
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71. M
ission San L

uis O
bispo 

·' i
' 

a 
P

h
o

to
g

rap
h

 h
y 0. E

. W
atk

in
s 

M
ission S

an
 L

uis O
bispo de T

olosa (S
t. L

ouis, th
e B

ishop of T
olouse) w

as established by F
ath

er Ju
n

ip
era S

erra, 
S

eptem
ber l, 1772, the fifth of the m

ission chain. 
C

hanges in
 recent. y

ears have alm
ost obliterated the S

p
an

ish
 atm

o­
sphere w

h
irh

 pervades th
is early photograph, obtained fro

m
 M

r. C
. B

. T
u

rrill. 
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72. Santa M
argarita C

hapel 

In
 addition to th

e tw
en

ty-on
e m

ission
s th

ere w
ere m

any sub-m
ission

s or assistencias w
h

ere th
e p

ad
re p

erfo
rm

ed
 

th
e serv

ices of th
e ch

u
rch a

t stated in
tervals. 

O
ne o

f th
ese w

as a
t S

an
ta M

arg
arita. 

T
h

e ru
in

s o
f su

b
stan

tial stone 
an

d
 m

o
rtar a

re show
n h

ere. 
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m
 S
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y E

. V
isch

er 

73. 
M

ission S
an

 M
iguel 

M
ission S

an
 M

iguel A
rcangel ·w

as founded b
y

 F
ath

ers L
asu

en
 an

d
 S

itiar, Ju
ly 25, 1797. 

T
h

e p
resen

t church, 
com

pleted about 1819, retain
s m

u
ch o

f its early appearance. 
T

he railro
ad

 an
d

 highw
ay have cu

t th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e m
ission 

site so th
at the enclosure fo

r th
e In

d
ian

 village h
as been o;bliterated. 
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h b
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74. M
ission S

an
 A

ntonio D
e P

ad
u

a 

A
lthough in

 ruins, S
an

 A
ntonio M

ission, w
est of K

in
g

 C
ity in

 M
o

n
terey C

ou
n

ty, has a settin
g

 w
hich still retain

s 
th

e p
asto

ral atm
osphere of a cen

tm
·y ago

. 
S

an
 A

ntonio w
as fo

u
n

d
ed

 by F
ath

er S
erra, Ju

ly
 14, 1771, th

e th
ird

 m
ission 

in
 A

lta C
alifornia. 
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75. 
Soledad M

ission 

N
u

estra S
enora de la S

oledad (O
u

r L
ad

y
 o

f S
olitude) w

as the nam
e given to a m

ission established in
 th

e S
alin

as 
V

alley betw
een M

onterey an
d

 S
an

 A
ntonio

. 
It w

as founded by F
ath

er L
asuen, O

ctober 9, 1791. 
S

oledad w
as never a 

very larg
e m

ission as com
pared w

ith som
e of th

e others. 
A

t its larg
est in

 1805 it h
ad

 b
u

t 725 neophytes. 
G

overnor 
Jo

se Jo
aq

u
in

 de A
rrillag

a w
as buried in

 this m
ission church in

 1814. 
S

oledad b
ro

u
g

h
t w

ater in
 an

 aqueduct a distance 
of fifteen m

iles. 
H

o1·ses in
 g

reat num
bers w

ere raised
 at this m

ission. 
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76. San C
arlos (C

arm
el) M

ission as V
an

cou
ver S

aw
 It, 1794 

T
his is the oldest p

ictu
re of any o

f th
e C

alifornia m
issions. 

C
apt. G

eorge V
ancouver of th

e B
ritish

 N
avy, w

ho 
visited C

alifornia in
 1794, gives us an

 excellen
t description o

f S
p

an
ish

 C
alifornia as an

 E
n

g
lish

m
an

 saw
 it. 

S
ykes, 

th
e artist of th

e expedition, m
ade this sketch of M

ission S
an

 C
arlos. 

Y
ou w

ill note th
at the p

resen
t m

ission chu
rch 

is here show
n in

 the process o
f erection

. 
It w

as com
pleted in

 1797. 
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77. San C
arlos (C

arm
el) M

ission in the T
hirties 

T
hese tw

o p
ictu

res w
ere m

ade fro
m

 contem
­

poraneous sketches by artists w
ho visited th

e m
is­

sion beforn it h
ad

 gone to ru
in

. 
T

he u
p

p
er one, 

a sketch by W
m

. S
m

y
th

e m
ad

e about 1823, gives 
us a com

prehensive view
 o

f th
e m

ission fro
m

 th
e 

fro
n

t. 
M

an
y

 o
f these buildings have long since 

disappeared
. 

T
h

e low
er picture, tak

en
 fro

m
 a sketch in

 a 
F

ren
ch w

ork published in
 1839, affords u

s a view
 

fro
m

 th
e i·ear show

ing th
e m

ission en
closure. 
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78. 
W

hen R
estoration W

as N
ot R

estoration 

T
hese 

tw
o 

p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s 

show
 

th
e 

changes 
m

ade in
 the appearance of S

an
 C

arlos (C
arm

el) 
M

ission at th
e tim

e it w
as "resto

red
" in

 1884. 
T

h
e u

p
p

er view
 show

s the ru
in

ed
 church, the ro

o
f 

line o
f w

hich m
et th

e facade behind th
e to

p
 o

f th
e 

arch. 
T

he tow
ers both reached above th

e p
eak

 
o

f th
e roof. 

T
he architect in

 p
lan

n
in

g
 restora­

tion, d
isreg

ard
in

g
 th

e fo
rm

er lines, raised th
e tip

 
o

f th
e ro

o
f som

e tw
elve feet th

u
s destroying v

ery
 

larg
ely

 th
e b

eau
ty

 of the S
p

an
ish

 arch
itectu

re. 
In

 th
e later building the steep shingle ro

o
f dom

­
in

ates th
e w

hole structure, w
hereas the gentle 

sloping tiled ro
o

f of the p
ad

res w
as n

o
t m

ore 
noticeable th

an
 th

e other featu
res. 
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79. M
ission San Juan B

au
tista 

M
ission S

an
 Ju

an
 B

au
tista, founded Ju

n
e 24, 1797, w

as th
e second o

f fo
u

r m
issions established in

 C
alifo

rn
ia by 

F
ath

er L
asuen during th

at year. 
It is located in

 th
e quiet little to-w

n o
f S

an
 Ju

an
 on the m

ain
 coast highw

ay. 
T

h
e 

church w
hich now

 stan
d

s is probably the one begun b
y

 th
e p

ad
res b

y
 th

e laying o
f a co

rn
er stone, Ju

n
e 3, 1803. 

It 
w

as com
pleted in

 1812. 
O

riginally it h
ad

 a dom
e over th

e b
elfry

. 
T

h
is w

as badly in
ju

red
 in

 an
 ea1·thquake o

f 1836. 
A

 w
ooden spire w

as later built to replace th
e dom

e, b
u

t recently the dom
e-like stru

ctu
re h

as been restored. 
T

h
is etch­

in
g

 show
s th

e m
ission before the w

ooden steeple h
ad

 been erected. 
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80. 
M

ission Santa C
ruz 

M
ission S

an
ta C

ruz w
as founded S

eptem
ber 25, 1791. 

Its first site w
as u

n
satisfacto

ry
 because its low

 position sub­
jected it to floods. 

A
 later church w

as also dem
olished by th

e w
in

ter storm
s. 

S
in

ce th
e tow

er of th
e church fell in

 
an

 earth
q

u
ak

e of 1840 an
d

 th
e fro

n
t w

all collapsed in
 1857, p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

s are n
o

t obtainable. 
T

his etching, in
 w

hich 
F

o
rd

 reproduces the m
ission, is the best view

 w
e have. 
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e Y
oun

g M
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81. M
ission Santa C

lara 

T
he M

ii::;sion of S
an

ta C
lara de A

sis w
as founded Jan

u
ary

 12, 1777. 
L

ike m
an

y
 o

f th
e m

issions it has been m
oved, 

an
d

 now
 occupies its th

ird
 site. 

T
he U

n
iv

ersity
 of S

an
ta C

lara, u
n

d
er th

e Jesu
it O

rd
er, still uses a p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e old 

m
ission structures. 
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82. 
M

ission San Jose 

T
he M

ission of S
an

 Jo
se de G

uadalupe w
as fo

u
n

d
ed

 Ju
n

e 11, 1797, by F
ath

er L
asuen. 

A
lthough the fo

u
rteen

th
 .o

f 

the m
issions in

 order o
f founding, it stood second in

 th
e num

ber o
f neophytes u

n
d

er its control at one tim
e. 

S
tatistics 

show
 th

at in
 1831 there w

ere nearly nineteen h
u

n
d

red
 In

d
ian

s g
ath

ered
 at this m

ission. 
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F
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m
 a d

ag
u

errotype by J
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o

rd
 

83. M
ission San Jose, 1853 

F
ollow

ing the A
m

e1·ican conquest an
d

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e days of forty-nine M

ission 
S

an
 Jo

se w
as an

 im
p

o
rtan

t w
ay

 
statio

n
 betw

een the pueblo of S
an

 Jo
se an

d
 the m

ines. 
Jam

es F
razier H

eed, 
one o

f the D
o

n
n

er p
arty

, leased th
e 

o
rch

ard
 an

d
 garden lan

d
s an

d
 raised fru

it fo
r th

e m
arkets. 

H
ere m

an
y

 travelers fo
u

n
d

 rest on th
eir journey. 

A
t 

th
e date th

e picture w
as tak

en
 (1853) th

e building w
as used as a school. 

T
he carriage in

 the fo
reg

ro
u

n
d

 is said
 to have 

belonged to J
. C

. F
rem

o
n

t. 
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84. 
M

ission San F
rancisco 

T
h

is m
ission w

as n
am

ed fo
r S

t. F
ran

cis of A
ssisi, th

e fo
u

n
d

er of the F
ran

ciscan
 O

rd
er. 

S
ince it w

as located on 
D

olores C
reek, it is freq

u
en

tly referred
 to as D

olores M
ission. 

rl1his pictuT
e o

f a h
alf centu

ry ago show
s th

e m
ission 

w
ith

 som
e o

f its earlier su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
s. 
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F
rom

 O
rigin

al P
a

in
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g
 b

y O
rian

a. D
n

y
 

C
ourtesy of M

. II. d
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n
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u
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85. 
Judas D

ay at M
ission D

olores 

T
h

is p
ain

tin
g

 gives an
 idea of life at th

e m
issions in

 th
e early days of C

alifo1·nia. 
Ju

d
as D

ay
 gave th

e youth o
f 

th
at p

erio
d

 an
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 to com
bine friv

o
lity w

ith
 religious observance. 

O
n th

e evening o
f G

ood F
rid

ay
, Ju

d
as, th

e 
traito

r, w
as hanged on a gallow

s an
d

 on th
e follow

ing d
ay

 vrns b
u

rn
ed

 in
 effigy. 

D
u

rin
g

 th
e n

ig
h

t it w
as said

 his evil 
sp

irit w
as responsible fo

r m
an

y
 p

etty
 th

efts an
d

 o
th

er trifling m
isdem

eanors such as are p
ractised

 b
y

 th
e A

nglo-S
axon 

y
o

u
th

 on th
e E

v
e of A

ll-S
aints D

ay
 (H

allow
een). 

In
 th

e p
ictu

re m
ay be seen a larg

e assortm
ent o

f a
rticles w

hich have 
been accum

ulated in
 this m

an
n

er an
d

 w
hich are aw

aitin
g

 th
eir ovm

ers. 
T

h
e b

u
rn

in
g

 o
f Ju

d
as w

as a tim
e o

f celebration 
an

d
 rejo

icin
g

 p
articip

ated
 in

 by all classes. 
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. C
h

ap
m

an
 Fo1·d 

86. M
ission San R

afael 

M
an

y
 o

f the In
d

ian
s a

t M
ission S

an
 F

rancisco cam
e fro

m
 across the b

ay
 to the n

o
rth

. 
S

ince sickness w
as pre­

valent at th
e m

ission, it w
as decided to establish a sub-m

ission across the bay as a san
itariu

m
 fo

r th
e convalescent neo­

p
h

y
tes. 

O
n

 D
ecem

ber 14, 1818, M
ission S

an
 R

afael w
as founded. 
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87. 
M

ission San F
rancisco Solano 

F
rom

 O
rigin

al l~tchin
g by lI. C

h
ap

m
an

 1! 1ord
 

T
h

e m
o

st n
o

rth
erly an

d
 last of th

e S
p

an
ish

 m
issions, S

an
 F

ran
cisco

 S
olano, w

as founded Ju
ly

 4, 
1823, at the 

place now
 know

n as S
onom

a. It is u
su

ally called S
onom

a M
ission

. 
A

lth
o

u
g

h
 w

e speak o
f th

is as a S
p

an
ish

 m
ission, 

w
e m

u
st rem

em
ber th

at in
 1822 M

exico rep
laced S

p
ain

 in
 C

alifornia, so th
is w

as n
ever u

n
d

er th
e ru

le o
f S

p
ain

. 
Its 

establish
m

en
t w

as doubtless due to th
e desire to occupy th

e n
o

rth
ern fro

n
tier ag

ain
st th

e R
u

ssian
s w

ho h
ad

 established 
them

selves at F
o

rt R
oss. 
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88. 
T

he R
odeo or R

ound-U
p 

In
 th

e days of p
asto

ral C
alifornia th

ere w
ere no fences dividing one ran

chero 's possession fro
m

 h
is neighbor, fo

r 
each ow

ned m
an

y
 leagues o

f lan
d

. 
T

h
e cattle w

ere allow
ed alm

ost com
plete freedom

, b
u

t once a y
ear a ro

u
n

d
-u

p
 (el 

rodeo) 
w

as held w
hile th

e calves w
ere still w

ith
 th

e m
others. 

A
ll th

e ran
ch

ers of the neighborhood w
ould gather. 

Ju
d

g
es o

f the P
lain

s w
o

u
ld

 be chosen to settle d
isp

u
ted

 cases an
d

 th
e ow

nership o
f all u

n
m

ark
ed

 cattle w
ould be 

determ
ined

. 
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P
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89. T
he M

ode of C
atching C

attle 

T
h

e C
alifornian lived on his horse an

d
 w

as an
 ex

p
ert w

ith th
e lasso o

r lariat o
f raw

hide. 
W

ith
 this he could

 
catch th

e h
o

rn
s or the leg o

f a ru
n

n
in

g
 steer an

d
 th

ro
w

 h
im

 to the g
ro

u
n

d
. 

H
is horse w

as also w
ell train

ed
 an

d
 knew

 
how

 to brace him
self so as n

o
t to be th

ro
w

n
 by th

e sudden strain. 
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90. 
B

randing C
attle 

In
 the absence of division fences to keep the h

erd
s separate it w

as necessary th
at som

e m
eans be adopted to indi­

cate ow
nership. 

E
ach y

ear th
e young stock w

as ro
u

n
d

ed
 u

p
 an

d
 m

ark
ed

 on th
e h

ip
 w

ith
 a red

 h
o

t b
ran

d
in

g
 iro

n
. 

T
his 

iro
n

 w
as registered w

ith th
e p

ro
p

er officials an
d

 no one w
as allow

ed to use a sim
ilar brand. 

T
h

is system
 is still in

 use 
in

 som
e p

arts of C
alifornia. 
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91. 
T

he M
atanza or Slaughter D

ay 

T
he g

reat herds of p
asto

ral C
alifo

rn
ia w

ere p
rized

 m
ore fo

r th
eir hides an

d
 tallow

 th
an

 fo
r th

e beef th
ey

 w
ould 

yield. 
A

lthough young steers w
ould be killed fro

m
 tim

e to tim
e fo

r food as th
e need arose, th

e g
reat tim

e o
f slaughter 

cam
e once a year, w

hen, fro
m

 the m
ales o

f three y
ears o

r over, a selection w
as m

ade fo
r slau

g
h

ter. 
T

he tallow
 w

as tried
 

out an
d

 ru
n

 into hide cases o
f tw

enty-five pounds each (an
 arro

b
a) an

d
 the rem

ain
in

g
 hides stretched o

u
t to dry. 
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92. 
C

atching W
ild H

orses 

T
he g

en
tle clim

ate o
f C

alifo
rn

ia 'v
as w

ell ad
ap

ted
 to raisin

g
 stork. 

H
orses as w

ell as rattle m
ultiplied rap

id
ly

. 
A

 
horsem

an w
as vw

nt to rid
e one horse u

n
til it w

as exhausted an
d

 th
en

 catch an
o

th
er an

d
 contin

u
e on his jo

u
rn

ey. 
B

reak
­

in
g

 w
ild

 horses w
as a science b

u
t fu

rn
ish

ed
 sp

o
rt fo

r th
e C

alifo
rn

ia y
o

u
th

. 
A

 w
ild horse w

ould be lassoed, sad
dled an

d
 

bridled. 
T

h
e rid

er w
ould

 th
en

 m
o

u
n

t h
im

 an
d

 rid
e h

im
 u

n
til h

e w
as rom

pletely tam
ed. 
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93. 
L

a T
rilla, T

hreshing the G
rain 

Jo
h

n
 B

idvirell, w
ho cam

e to C
alifo

rn
ia in

 1841, describes a h
arv

est scene in
 an

 in
terestin

g
 m

anner. 
In

 th
e fields 

In
d

ian
s equipped, som

e w
ith

 sickles, som
e w

ith
 knives, o

th
ers w

ith
 im

plem
ents m

ad
e of scrap

-iro
n

 o
r even o

f w
ood, 

w
ould be seen gathering g

rain
. 

T
his w

ould be piled in
 a h

eap
 in

 th
e center of a h

ig
h

 adobe corral. 
W

ild
 horses w

ere 
th

en
 d

riv
en

 in
 an

d
 m

ade w
ilder by the In

d
ian

 yells an
d

 w
ith

in
 an

 h
o

u
r w

ould h
av

e th
e straw

 g
ro

u
n

d
 to bits. 

B
idw

ell 
says he saw

 tw
o thousand bushels of g

rain
 th

u
s th

resh
ed

 in
 a single hour. 
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94. 
A

 H
orse R

ace in P
astoral C

alifornia 

P
h

y
sical labor h

ad
 no charm

s fo
r th

e C
alifo

rn
ian

 of th
e p

asto
ral days b

u
t h

e w
as fo

n
d

 o
f rid

in
g

 an
d

 p
erfo

rm
ed

 
m

o
st of his task

s w
hile in

 th
e saddle. 

H
e w

as especially attach
ed to h

is horse an
d

 freq
u

en
t contests grew

 o
u

t o
f the 

riv
alry

 betw
een the young bloods reg

ard
in

g
 th

e m
erits o

f th
eir respective steeds. 
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95. Snatching the R
ooster 

T
he C

alifornians, it is said, alw
ays rode on the gallop, never even reining in

 to sm
oke. 

T
his p

ictu
re show

s one of 
th

eir varieties of sport, th
e C

arrera de G
allo. 

A
 rooster w

ould be covered w
ith loose earth

 having only his h
ead

 exposed. 
T

he rid
er then at a full gallop w

ould seize th
e fow

l b
y

 th
e h

ead
 w

ith
o

u
t checking th

e speed of his horse. 
It is also 

rep
o

rted
 th

at a horsem
an at S

an
 Jo

se w
on a w

ager th
at he could start at fu

ll gallop w
ith

 a tray
 of a dozen w

ine glasses 
filled to th

e b
rim

 and ru
n

 fifty yards, stop suddenly an
d

 deliver th
e w

ine w
ithout th

e loss o
f a drop. 
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96. T
he G

overnor's C
arriage 

·-~~:
-
:
-
-
=
-
:
:
-
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-~
 

F
ro

m
 D

raw
in

g
 b

y
 F

red
erick R

em
ington 

U
n

til ju
st before the A

m
erican C

onquest, th
ere w

ere no vehicles in
 C

alifornia except ox-carts. 
W

h
en

 G
overnor 

M
icheltorena cam

e to C
alifo

rn
ia in

 1843, h
e b

ro
u

g
h

t as an
 am

bulance a one-horse sp
rin

g
 w

agon. 
B

u
t in

 C
alifornia, he 

fo
u

n
d

 no harness. 
T

w
o m

o
u

n
ted

 vaqueros w
ere p

ressed
 into service. 

T
h

ey
 lashed th

e sh
afts to th

eir saddles an
d

 pro­

ceeded in
 reg

u
lar C

alifo
rn

ia style. 
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97. 
A

 Spanish C
alifonia C

arreta 
P

h
o

tog
rap

h
 b

y M
cC

u
rry F

oto C
o

. 

T
ran

sp
o

rtatio
n

 in
 th

e days o
f p

asto
ral C

alifo
rn

ia w
as slow

 an
d

 crude. 
T

h
is p

ictu
re show

s an
 old ox-cart w

hich 
still rem

ain
s from

 th
at period. 

T
h

e g
reat w

heels w
ere saw

ed o
u

t fro
m

 th
e tru

n
k

 o
f a tree an

d
 w

ere n
o

t alw
ays abso­

lutely circular. 
T

he axles w
ere also o

f w
ood an

d
 quickly becam

e w
o

rn
. 

T
allow

 w
as applied at v

ery
 freq

u
en

t in
ter­

v
als an

d
 y

et the squeaking o
f th

e w
heels w

as alw
ays a p

a
rt of the i·ide. 

F
o

r p
leasu

re trip
s the floor o

f th
e cart w

as 
covered w

ith
 straw

 an
d

 a to
p

 w
as p

ro
v

id
ed

 as p
ro

tectio
n

 from
 the sun. 
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98. Wash Day on the Rancho 

rro do her washing the California housewife of a century ago had to travel 
to a creek or a river. It was customary, therefore, to hold back the articles that 
might need laundering until the accumulation justified the trouble. When wash­
ing time occurred, all the clothes including those of the neighbors, were gathered 
up, piled on a carreta and taken to the place for washing. Here the family 
resided for a time. When after a few days the wash was all done they returned 
home. A young calf was slaughtered and a feast accompanied by song and dance 
closed the occasion. 
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99. 
P

atio of Spanish C
alifornia R

esidence 

F
o

llm
•ving probably th

e old R
o

m
an

 id
ea of an

 in
ner cou

rt in
 th

eir hom
es, the S

p
an

iard
s b

ro
u

g
h

t to C
alifo

rn
ia th

e 
pati:o as a p

art of their dom
estic architecture. 

T
h

is court, usually equipped w
ith a fountain, afforded a m

eeting p
lace 

as w
ell as a w

ork place fo
r th

e fam
ily

. 
T

he outer buildings n
o

t only gave a secluded effect b
u

t afforded actu
al p

ro
­

tection in
 case of attack an

d
 k

ept o
u

t th
e loose cattle th

at ro
am

ed
 th

e fields in
 hundreds. 

P
IC

T
O

R
IA

L
 H

r
s·ro

R
Y

 O
>' 

C
A

L
T

FO
l<N

TA
 

©
U

n
iversity o

f C
aliforn

ia E
xten

sion
 D

ivision 
D

ep
artm

en
t o( V

isu
al In

stru
ction 





S
ke

tc
h b

y J. S
yke

s 

100. P
resid

io D
e M

onterey, 1794 
..._ 

In
 addition to the m

issions, the S
p

an
iard

s h
ad

 also th
e p

u
eblos at S

an
 Jo

se an
d

 L
os A

ngeles an
d

 fo
u

r presidios. 
T

he presidios w
ere located at S

an
 D

iego, S
an

ta B
arb

ara, M
onterey, an

d
 S

an
 F

rancisco
. 

T
h

e P
residio o

f M
onterey, 

founded in
 1770, th

e sam
e tim

e as the M
ission, held first p

lace 
as the m

ilitary 
an

d
 social capital o

f 
C

alifornia. 
In

 
recen

t years, the U
n

ited
 S

tates A
rm

y h
as reoccupied th

e old p
residi.o grounds as a m

ilitary
 post u

n
d

er the old nam
e. 
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101. 
F

ort R
oss A

bout 1830 

F
o

rt R
oss, lo

cated u
p

o
n

 the coast of S
onom

a C
ounty about ten m

iles n
o

rth
 of th

e m
o

u
th

 of th
e R

u
ssian

 R
iver, is 

a rem
in

d
er of the p

art C
alifornia p

lay
ed

 in
 w

orld politics. 
B

eg
in

n
in

g
 in

 the days of P
eter th

e G
reat, about 1700, 

R
u

ssia ex
p

anded rap
id

ly
 n

o
t only to

w
ard

 E
u

ro
p

e b
u

t across S
iberia. 

B
y

 1800 she h
ad

 established h
er colony at N

ew
 

A
rchangel (S

itk
a) and w

as looking so
u

th
w

ard
 fo

r a w
arm

er clim
ate an

d
 m

ore fertile fields. 
In

 1812 a colony w
as 

established at F
o

rt R
oss. 

H
ere they raised

 g
rain

 an
d

 produce fo
r the A

lask
an

 colonists an
d

 fro
m

 here th
ey

 h
u

n
ted

 
fo

r seals an
d

 sea-otters. 
B

u
t by 1822 th

e sea-otters w
ere exhausted, so w

hen P
resid

en
t M

onroe declared em
phatically 

th
at th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates w
as opposed to th

e extension o
f E

u
ro

p
ean

 colonies in
 A

m
erica, the R

u
ssian

s decided to w
ith­

draw
. 

In
 1841 they sold

 th
eir p

ro
p

erty
 to Jo

h
n

 A
. S

u
tter. 
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102. T
he G

reek C
hurch at F

ort R
oss 

A
s th

e result of an
 ap

p
ro

p
riatio

n
 m

ade b
y

 the S
tate L

egislature in
 1925, efforts have been m

ade to restore F
o

rt 
R

oss to its original condition, in
cluding the old R

u
ssian

 C
hurch. 

S
erv

ices u
n

d
er th

e authorities o
f th

e G
reek

 C
atholic 

C
hurch w

ere held there on Ju
ly

 4, 1925. 
T

h
is ch

u
rch

 m
ark

ed
 the m

ost d
istan

t outpost of the extension of th
e E

astern
 

C
atholic C

hurch from
 C

onstantinople; there it cam
e in

 contact w
ith th

e W
estern

 (R
o

m
an

) C
atholic C

h
u

rch
 w

hich h
ad

 
com

e aro
u

n
d

 the w
orld w

estw
ard. 
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103. 
G

eneral V
allejo's T

roops at Sonom
a, 1836 

S
onom

a w
as considered by the M

exican ru
lers as a fro

n
tier outpost. 

In
 fact, it seem

s to have been established 
in

 1823 in
 an

 effort to stop fu
rth

er advance of th
e R

ussians. 
G

eneral M
. G

. V
allejo, w

ith
 h

ead
q

u
arters h

ere, w
as in

 
charge o

f L
a F

ro
n

tera del N
o

rte. 
T

his reproduction fro
m

 an
 old p

ain
tin

g
 represents G

en
eral V

allejo review
ing h

is 
troops u

p
o

n
 th

e P
laza at S

onom
a. 
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104. 
F

ort V
ancouver, H

eadquarters of the H
udson B

ay C
om

pany 

T
he H

u
d

so
n

 B
ay

 C
om

pany took an
 im

p
o

rtan
t p

art in
 the h

isto
ry

 of C
alifo

rn
ia d

u
rin

g
 th

e thirties. 
In

 1826, 
Jed

ed
iah

 S
m

ith, a fu
r trad

er, w
as the first A

m
erican

 to
 com

e into C
alifornia overland. 

D
u

rin
g

 th
e sum

m
er of 1828, 

w
hile m

aking th
eir w

ay n
o

rth
w

ard
, his p

arty
 w

as attack
ed

 by In
d

ian
s in

 so
u

th
ern

 O
regon. 

S
m

ith
 an

d
 tw

o others 
escaped an

d
 m

ade th
eir w

ay
 to F

o
rt V

ancouver w
here th

ey
 w

ere k
in

d
ly

 received by D
r. Jo

h
n

 M
cL

oughlin th
e agent 

o
f th

e com
pany. 

F
ollow

ing back upon S
m

ith
's trail to rescue his stolen furs, M

cL
oughlin 's m

en
 reached C

alifornia. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e next decade an
n

u
al expeditions w

ere m
ade to C

alifornia fo
r fu

rs. 
T

ak
in

g
 p

art in
 th

em
 w

ere m
an

y
 F

ren
ch

­
C

anadians. 
T

h
eir stopping place w

as called F
ren

ch
 C

am
p

. 
T

he B
u

ttes o
f S

u
tter C

ounty, C
ache C

reek an
d

 M
cC

loud 
(M

cL
eod) R

iver, are nam
es surviving fro

m
 this era. 
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F
rom

 D
raw

in
g b

y
 .J . .J. V

o
ig

et 

105. Y
erb

a B
uena in 1837 

T
he p

resen
t city of S

an
 F

rancisco, strictly
 speaking, began in

 1835 as a sm
all village at th

e lan
d

in
g

 place knovvn 
as Y

erb
a B

u
en

a C
ove. 

In
 th

at year Ja
cob P

. L
eese ererted

 the first building. 
It soon attracted

 other settlers so th
at 

b
y

 1846 it becam
e a village, rornposed in

 la1·ge p
art of A

nglo-A
rneri<

·ans. 
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106. M
any R

eached C
alifornia T

hrough S
an

ta F
e 

S
an

ta F
e, N

ew
 M

exico, 
founded b

y
 th

e 
S

p
an

iard
s in

 1598, w
as lo

cated
 far fro

m
 O

ld M
exico u

p
 tov.rards th

e 
M

ississippi V
alley

. 
W

ith
 the expansion o

f th
e A

m
erican settlem

ents, trad
e sp

ran
g

 u
p

 betw
een the people o

f the tw
o 

nations. 
L

ater this trad
e w

as exten
d

ed on into C
alifornia, so th

at by 1841 there 'vas a continuous trail fro
m

 th
e M

is­
som

·i settlem
ents to C

alifo
rn

ia hy w
ay of S

an
ta F

e. 
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P
h

o
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g
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p
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 b
y P

u
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d
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107. 
M

ount R
ubidoux N

ear R
iverside 

In
 th

is p
ictu

re of th
e b

eau
tifu

l valley at R
iv

ersid
e th

e cross an
d

 bell com
m

em
orate the activities of F

ath
er S

erra 
an

d
 the o

th
er m

issionaries '.vho, in
 th

e eighteen
th

 cen
tu

ry
, began w

o
rk

 am
ong th

e In
d

ian
s. 

T
h

e nam
e calls to m

em
ory 

th
e pion

eer b
ro

thers active in
 th

e early
 fu

r-trad
in

g
 da:vs, one of w

hom
 be<'am

e a settler in
 th

is v
alley. 
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F
rom

 nn E
arly P

rin
t 

108. L
os A

ngeles in the E
arly F

ifties 

T
h

is is a view
 of L

os A
ngeles looking east across fro

m
 the p

laza fro
m

 F
o

rt H
ill. 

T
o th

e extrem
e left is a rec­

tan
g

u
la

r g
ro

u
p

 of buildings w
hich fo

rm
ed

 the plaza o
f th

e o
rig

in
al pueblo. 

A
 flood in

 1820 caused th
e church to be 

rem
oved to higher ground. 

It is show
n n

earer the cen
ter of th

e picture. 
Ju

st beyond th
e ch

u
rch an

d
 to th

e rig
h

t is 
the hom

e o
f V

icente L
ugo, one of the larg

est lan
d

 ow
ners in

 the L
os A

ngeles d
istrict. 

T
h

e building in
 th

e fo
reg

ro
u

n
d

 
a
t th

e extrem
e rig

h
t is th

e old M
exican jail. 

P
IC

T
O

R
IA

L
 H

rs·ro
R

v
 o~· O

A
T

.T
>'O

R
N

T
A

 
(0

 U
n

iversity o
f C

aliforn
ia E

xten
sion D

ivision 
D

ep
artm

ent of V
isu

al In
stru

ction 





P
h

o
to

g
rap

h
 by M

cC
u

rry
 

109. 
Sutter's F

ort as it A
ppears T

oday 

Jo
h

n
 A

. S
u

tter w
as b

o
rn

 in
 B

ad
en

 o
f S

w
iss p

aren
ts an

d
 cam

e to C
alifornia in

 1840 after h
av

in
g

 sp
en

t som
e y

ears 
in

 the eastern
 states. 

H
e h

ad
 conceived the idea o

f establishing a colony in
 C

alifornia. 
F

ro
m

 G
overnor A

lvarado he 
obtained a g

r
a
~
t
 of lan

d
 in

 th
e S

acram
ento V

alley an
d

 proceeded to set u
p

 a sem
i-m

ilitary, sem
i-feudal establishm

ent, 
know

n as N
ew

 H
elvetia. 

It w
as equipped w

ith m
aterials p

u
rch

ased
 fro

m
 the R

u
ssian

s w
ho w

ere th
en

 leaving F
o

rt 
R

oss. S
u

tter's F
o

rt, as it w
as usually called, the h

ead
q

u
arters fo

r th
e non-M

exican elem
ents in

 C
alifo

rn
ia before th

e con­
quest, cam

e into greater prom
inence w

ith
 th

e discovery of go
ld

 u
p

o
n

 the riv
er above th

e fort. 
S

u
tter's F

o
rt is now

 
w

ithin th
e lim

its of the city
 o

f S
acram

ento. 
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110. 
"

I T
uk Y

e for an Injun
" 

M
an

y
 o

f th
e fro

n
tiersm

en
 n

o
t only looked 

like In
d

ian
s b

u
t w

ere able to su
p

p
o

rt them
­

selves an
d

 live alm
ost as in

d
ep

en
d

en
t of the 

\vays 
o

f civilization as 
th

e 
In

d
ian

s 
them

­
selves. 
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P ho tograph by McCu r ry 

111. Mount Lassen in Eruption, 1914 

:Mount Lassen in Tehama County is the only active volcano in continental 
United States. For many years after the coming of the Americans, it lay 
dormant although hot springs were in evidence as upon many other California 
mountains. In 1914 it suddenly renewed its activities as shown in this photo­
graph. The mountain was named for Peter Lassen, a Danish pioneer who 
arrived in California about 1840. 

P ICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA © Unive rs ity of California Extension Division 
Department of Visual Instruction 
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112. 
T

he D
onner P

arty 

T
he D

o
n

n
er 

P
a
rty

 left 
Illinois 

in
 th

e 
sp

rin
g

 of 1846 an
d

 advanced w
ith

o
u

t m
ish

ap
 

u
n

til at S
alt L

ak
e th

ey
 took w

h
at w

as rep
re­

sen
ted

 to be a sh
o

rter route an
d

 w
ere delayed 

w
hen tim

e w
as im

p
o

rtan
t. 

D
ifficulties led 

to discontent an
d

 a 
difference in

 opinion: 
R

eed, one o
f th

e group, w
as banished fro

m
 

the p
arty

. 
W

h
en

 th
e p

arty
 endeavored to 

cross th
e S

ierras they w
ere cau

g
h

t in
 th

e 
early 

snow
s 

an
d

 
forced 

to 
cam

p 
fo

r 
th

e 
w

inter. 
R

eed
 h

ad
 hastened on an

d
 w

ith
 help 

fro
m

 S
u

tter 's F
o

rt he retu
rn

ed
 to rescue his 

fam
ily an

d
 others. O

f seventy-nine m
em

bers 
o

f the pai-ty w
ho w

ent into cam
p, only forty­

fr\·c sm
·yivoc1. 
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113. 
T

he B
ear F

lag, Ju
n

e 14, 1846 

D
urin

g
 the spring of 1846, m

any o
f th

e A
m

erican
 settlers in

 th
e S

acram
ento an

d
 neighbo1·in

g
 v

alleys felt th
ere 

w
as real danger of th

eir being driven fro
m

 the counti·y by C
astro, the eom

m
ander of th

e M
exican arm

y
. 

E
n

cou
raged 

by C
ap

tain
 Jo

h
n

 C
. F

rem
o

n
t of the U

n
ited

 S
tates forces, 

they 
seized the tm

vn 
of S

onom
a, 

tak
in

g
 G

eneral M
. 

G
. 

V
allejo an

d
 tw

o other officers prisoners to
 S

uttel' 's F
01t. 

T
h

is 1vas an
 a('t ag

ain
st the M

exican G
overnm

ent an
d

 hen
ce 

revolutionary. 
A

s they d
id

 n
o

t rep
resen

t th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates they cou

ld
 n

o
t raise the stars an

d
 strip

es an
d

 thc1·efore 
constructed a new

 flag. 
T

h
e base of th

e flag w
as new

 w
hite cotton cloth, arross the bottom

 of w
hich w

as sew
ed a red

 
strip

 fo
u

r in
ches in

 w
idth, tak

en from
 a red

 flannel petticoat w
orn across the p

lains. 
T

h
e star an

d
 bear w

ere o
u

tlined 
in

 in
k

 an
d

 filled w
ith linseed oil and V

en
etian

 i·ed. 
B

ecause of the p1·esen('(' of the hear, it w
a

s know
n as the B

ear F
lag

. 
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114. R
aising of A

m
erican F

lag at M
onterey, Ju

ly 7, 1846 
C

o
urtesy o

f C
arn

1th
 &

 A
d

a
m

so
n

 

O
n

 Ju
ly

 7, 1846, C
om

m
odore J

. D
. S

lo
at raised th

e A
m

erican F
lag

 oY
er the C

ustom
s H

ouse at M
onte1·ey. 

T
h

is 
act b

ro
u

g
h

t to an
 end the actu

al control o
f C

alifornia b
y

 th
e S

p
an

ish
 speaking race. 

T
his ,,vas not th

e first tim
e, how

­
ever, th

at the A
m

erican flag h
ad

 been raised. 
In

 1842 C
om

m
odore Jo

n
es, 

in
 a m

istak
en

 belief th
at w

ar h
ad

 been 
declared betw

een the U
n

ited
 S

tates and M
exico, hastened to M

onterey an
d

 raised th
e A

m
e1·ican flag, only to learn

 to his 
ch

ag
rin

 th
at the tw

o nations w
ere at peace. 

F
o

r m
an

y
 years there h

ad
 been a strong sen

tim
en

t fav
o

rin
g

 annexation to 
th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates. 
T

his h
ad

 been carefully cultivated h~r 'I1110m
as 0

. L
ark

in
, the U

n
ited

 S
tates C

onsul at M
onte1·ey. 

T
he people w

ere thus p
rep

ared
 to accept th

e change of rn
le viri.llingly. 
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115. Y
erb

a B
uena (San F

rancisco) 
in 1846 

A
t th

e tim
e of the raisin

g
 of th

e A
m

erican
 F

lag
 in

 S
an

 F
ra

n
cisco, th

en
 still called Y

 erb
a B

uena, it w
as b

u
t a sm

all 
village of 300 inhabitan

ts. 
T

h
e conqu

est b
ro

u
g

h
t m

an
y

 ad
ditional A

m
ericans as soldiel'S, an

d
 a com

pany of M
orm

ons, in
 

th
e B

ro
o

klyn
 u

n
der S

am
uel B

ran
n

an
 arriv

ed
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e sum
m

er o
f 1846. 

T
hese new

 a
n

iv
als gave the p

lace m
ost 

decidedly an
 ap

p
earan

re o
f an

 A
m

erican
 tow

n. 
T

h
is picture is declared

 to be a faith
fu

l an
d

 arcu
rate p

o
rtray

al of th
e tow

n of S
an

 F
ra

n
cisco as it w

as in
 M

arch, 
1847. 

M
ontgom

ery street is plainly show
n as the w

aterfro
n

t. 
T

h
e P

laza is m
ark

ed
 by the flagpole, ju

st behind w
hich 

is the C
ustom

s H
ouse. 

O
n

 M
ontgom

ery street, south o
f C

lay
 street, is seen th

e store of H
m

v
ard

 &
 M

c llns, fo
rm

erly th
e 

H
u

d
so

n
's B

ay
 C

om
pany B

u
ild

in
g. 
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116. 
T

he P
ublic In

stitu
te, S

an
 F

rancsico's F
irst School H

ouse 

T
h

e fil'st regula
r A

m
erican 

school in
 C

aliforni::t o
f \N

hich w
e have record, w

as a 
p

riv
ate school opened A

p
ril, 

1847, by J. D
. M

arston. It h
ad

 about 30 p
u

p
ils an

d
 lasted

 several m
onths. 

In
 O

ctobel', 1847, a p
u

blic school house w
as 

b
u

ilt u
p

o
n

 the P
laza or P

o
rtsm

o
u

th
 S

q
u

are. 
P

u
b

lic school w
as opened here A

pl'il 3, 
1848, b

y
 T

h
o

m
as D

ou
glas, a 

g
rad

u
ate of Y

ale. 
T

h
e gold

 excitem
ent in

terru
p

ted
 the school soon after it w

as started
 an

d
 since th

e teach
er h

ad
 n

eith
er p

u
p

ils, 
tru

stees, n
o

r tow
n coun

cil, he locked the door an
d

 w
en

t to
 "

th
e d

ig
g

in
g

s." 
In

 A
p

ril, 1849, school w
as ag

ain
 opened 

h
ere b

y
 R

ev. A
lbert W

illiam
s. 

T
h

e first free public school w
as opened h

ere by an
 o

rd
in

an
ce ad

o
p

ted
 on A

p1·il 8, 
1850, \vhen J

. C
. P

elto
n

 w
as 

m
ad

e schoo
l m

aster. 
H

e h
ad

 been con
d

u
ctin

g
 a p1·ivate school in

 th
e B

ap
tist C

hurch. 
J 

T
h

e building show
n in

 th
is p

ictu
re w

as u
sed n

o
t only as a school but' also as a g

en
eral m

eeting fo
r religiou

s an
d

 
political m

atters. 
It vrns later po

lire h
ead

q
u

arters an
d

 jail. 
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 b
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117. S
u

tter's M
ill, W

here M
arshall D

iscovered G
old 

.John A
. S

u
tter, w

ho h
ad

 built a fo
rt n

ear th
e m

o
u

th
 of th

e A
m

erican R
iver, d

id
 m

uch to assist th
e A

m
erican

 
im

m
igrants. 

W
ith

 the increased population follow
ing the conquest, he saw

 th
at lum

ber w
ould be w

an
ted

 fo
r A

m
erican

 
houses. 

H
e engaged .Jam

es W
. M

arshall, a carpenter, to select a m
ill site an

d
 erect a m

ill. 
T

he site chosen w
as on th

e 
A

m
erican R

iv
er about fo

rty
 m

iles above th
e fo

rt in
 C

olom
a V

alley. 
W

h
ile w

idening th
e tail race, M

arsh
all discovered 

flakes o
f gold .January 24, 1848. 
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118. James Marshall, the Discoverer of Gold 

Jam es Wilson Marshall was born in New Jersey, October 8, 1810. As a 
boy he learned the trade of wheelwright from his father. He came across the 
plains to Oregon and thence to California in 1845. He had a part in the Bear 
Flag revolt and served in the Mexican War. 

~ Prom the time of his arrival in California he was closely associated ·with 
John A. Sutter and New Helvetia. In August, 1847, the two men signed a 
partnership for the purpose of constructing and operating a lumber mill. It 
was while building this mill that Marshall discovered the gold. Marshall died 
at Kelsey, El Dorado County, in 1885. 
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119. B
igler R

ecords the D
iscovery of G

old 

F
o

r m
an

y
 y

ears th
e exact date o

f th
e discov­

ery
 o

f gold w
as n

o
t know

n; in
 fact th

e M
arsh

all 
M

onum
ent at C

olom
a u

n
til recently proclaim

ed a 
date one w

eek too early. 
M

arshall him
self, w

hen 
asked fo

rty
 y

ears later, said it w
as about th

e 19.th
 

o
f Jan

u
ary

, 1848. 
H

e, how
ever, w

as w
ro

n
g

 in
 

the date, fo
r search w

as rew
ard

ed
 b

y
 th

e finding 
o

f a d
iary

 k
ep

t b
y

 H
en

ry
 W

. B
igler, a young 

M
orm

an w
orkm

an, engaged w
ith M

arshall. 
W

e 
have h

ere a rep
ro

d
u

ction of a 
page fro

m
 th

at 
diary. 
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120. 
T

he G
old R

ush as L
ondon S

aw
 It in 1849 

T
he new

s of the discovery of gold in
 C

alifo
rn

ia p
ro

d
u

ced a stam
pede fro

m
 all p

arts of the w
orld. 

T
h

e rep
o

rt w
as 

carried
 by ocean vessels to th

e S
andw

ich Islan
d

s an
d

 th
en

 back 
to 

O
regon, 

S
o

u
th

 A
m

erica, on to the O
rien

t an
d

 
aro

u
n

d
 to E

urope. 
It is said

 th
at d

u
rin

g
 Jan

u
ary

, 1849, no less th
an

 five trad
in

g
 com

panies, w
ith

 a capital o
f over six 

m
illion dollars, w

ere organized in
 L

ondon fo
r th

e p
u

rp
o

se of trad
in

g
 an

d
 m

ining in
 C

alifornia. 
T

h
e E

u
ro

p
ean

 coun­
tries becam

e alarm
ed, fearin

g
 th

at the accum
ulation o

f w
ealth m

ig
h

t b
rin

g
 a w

orld crisis. 
P

u
n

ch,· the L
ondon com

ic 
sheet, in

 1849, p
rin

ted th
is picture show

ing th
e effect o

f the gold excitem
ent upon E

u
ro

p
e. 
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121. A
round the 

H
orn

-
M

id
-D

ay-
E

m
igrants on 

D
eck 

L
ong w

eary
 days w

ere consum
ed in

 th
e trip

 aro
u

n
d

 C
ape H

o
rn

, usually fo
u

r o
r five 

m
onths. 

T
h

is w
as a very 

m
onotonous trip

 since th
e passengers w

ere confined to one B
m

all ship fo
r so long a tim

e. 
T

h
ere w

ere things, how
ever, 

to cause them
 to forget th

e m
onotony, esperiall? w

hen th
e? encountered tho terrible storm

s nea1· C
ape H

o
rn

 o
r in

 th
e 

S
traits o

f M
agellan

. 

P
r

c
•'O

R
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L
 H

r
s

'l'O
R

Y
 

O
>' 
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T
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R

N
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122. A
round th

e H
orn, "N

ig
h

t, T
racing the S

hip's C
ourse" 

In
 the hold of a ship b1'inging em

ig
ran

ts aro
u

n
d

 th
e H

o
rn

, th
e ch

art of the trip
 is sp

read
 u

p
o

n
 the table 

an
d

 all tak
e p

art in
 reckoning th

e sh
ip

's lo
ration. 
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123. 
L

anding at C
hagres 

T
he trip

 around S
o

u
th

 A
m

erica by C
ape H

o
rn

 w
as long an

d
 dangerous. 

T
he l'O

ute across th
e Isth

m
u

s w
as m

uch 
sh

o
rter an

d
 avoided th

e h
ard

sh
ip

 of th
e long jo

u
rn

ey
 across the plains. 

T
his, how

ever, vrns n
o

t w
ith

o
u

t its p
erils. 

T
he absence o

f w
harves m

ad
e it necessary th

at the lan
d

in
g

 fro
m

 vessels be m
ade in

 su
rf boats. 
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124. C
rossing the Isthm

us 

M
an

y
 o

f th
e gold

 seekers took th
e P

an
am

a ro
u

te across the Isth
m

u
s; others chose the ro

u
te th

ro
u

g
h

 N
icaragua. 

T
his h

ad
 the advantage of being fu

rth
er n

o
rth

 b
u

t w
as a longer d

istan
re betw

een th
e tw

o oceans. 
T

h
e S

an
 Ju

a
n

 R
iv

er 
offered one w

ay of crossing b
u

t m
an

y
 p

referred
 to use th

e ox team
s as shm

vn in
 th

is pieture. 
T

h
e tro

p
ical life an

d
 

vegetation gave a novelty to th
e trip

 b
u

t it w
as n

o
t w

ith
o

u
t its disagreeable featu

res. 
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125. C
row

ded Steam
ers from

 P
anam

a 

T
he steam

ers com
ing n01-th from

 th
e Isth

m
u

s o
f P

an
am

a to C
alifornia w

ere alw
ays g

reatly
 over-crow

ded. 
B

efo
re 

the know
ledge of the gold discovel'y h

ad
 reached N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 th
e P

acific M
ail S

team
sh

ip
 h

ad
 dispatched th

e C
alifornia 

to the P
acific C

oast to ru
n

 betw
een P

an
am

a and C
alifo

rn
ia an

d
 O

regon. 
It h

ad
 accom

m
odations fo

r one h
u

n
d

red
 

passengers. 
M

eanw
hile th

e gold m
an

ia took to the Isth
m

u
s g

reat loads of gold seekers. 
F

ifteen
 h

u
n

d
red

 m
en

 aw
aited 

th
e steam

er upon her arriv
al on the vvay n

o
rth

w
ard

. 
In

stead
 o

f one hundred, fo
u

r h
u

n
d

red
 w

ere given passage. 
T

h
at 

they lacked sufficient accom
m

odations is evident. 
T

h
is p

ictu
re gives an

 idea o
f how

 th
ey

 m
et th

e em
ergency. 
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126. 
''O

n to the G
old F

ield
s'' 

T
he jo

u
rn

ey
 across th

e plains ·w
as delayed u

n
til th

e beginning o
f M

ay, 1849, because o
f snow

s. 
D

u
rin

g
 A

p
ril 

about 20,000 people fro
m

 every state in
 th

e U
n

io
n

 w
ere g

ath
ered

 read
y

 to 
begin the long m

arch. 
P

ractically
 th

e 
w

hole of th
is num

ber started
 w

estw
ai·d d

u
rin

g
 the first three w

eeks in
 M

ay. 
T

he TO
ute led u

p
 the b

an
k

s o
f th

e P
latte 

R
iv

er to F
o

rt L
aram

ie, th
en

 by the S
w

eetw
ater th

ro
u

g
h

 S
o

u
th

 P
ass in

 th
e R

ocky M
ountains, an

d
 thence to F

o
rt H

all 
on the S

n
ak

e R
iver, a b

ran
ch

 of the C
olum

bia. 
T

h
u

s far the ro
u

te follO
\ved th

e O
regon T

rail. 
F

ro
m

 F
o

rt H
all, th

e 
F

o
rty

-n
in

ers tu
rn

ed
 southw

est to th
e H

u
m

b
o

ld
t R

iv
er w

hich they follow
ed u

n
til its w

aters d
isap

p
eared

 in
 th

e desert. 
T

h
ere an

 alkali desert h
ad

 to be crossed b
efo

re the w
elcom

e w
aters o

f th
e T

ruckee slaked th
eir th

irst. 
T

h
en

 rose before 
them

 the rugged S
ierras. 

M
an

y
 passes, how

ever, soon becam
e know

n to the gold seekers. 
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127. C
rossing the P

lains in '49 
E

m
ig

ran
ts of '49 m

ad
e th

eir w
ay w

estw
ard across the g

reat p
lain

s to
w

ard
 th

e C
alifo

rn
ia gold fields. 

B
ay

ard
 

T
aylor, telling about th

e g
reat num

bers w
ho cam

e th
at year, say

s: "'l111e i·ich m
eadow

s o
f N

eb
rask

a an
d

 P
latte w

ere 
settled fo

r th
e tim

e, an
d

 a single trav
eler could have jo

u
rn

ey
ed

 fo
r a 

th
o

u
san

d
 m

iles, as certain
 o

f his lodging an
d

 
regula

r m
eals as if he w

ere rid
in

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e old ag

ricu
ltu

ral d
istricts of th

e m
iddle states.'' 

M
an

y
 w

ere forced to 
tu

rn
 b

ack
 b

y
 the h

ard
sh

ip
s even u

p
o

n
 th

e plains. 
A

 broken w
agon w

heel an
d

 th
e skeleton of an

 ox b
y

 the roadside 
are g

rim
 rem

inders of probable trouble ah
ead

. 

P
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128. E
m

igrants on the M
arch 

W
ith

o
u

t fast p
u

llm
an

 train
s an

d
 sm

ooth highw
ays w

e are ap
t to fail to u

n
d

erstan
d

 the problem
 o

f th
e pioneer 

travelers. 
S

om
e p

arties w
ere w

ell organized an
d

 trav
eled

 in
 sem

i-m
ilitary form

ation. 
M

an
y

 w
ere m

u
ch

 less u
n

d
er 

control. 
O

ne m
an

 b
ro

u
g

h
t his possessions in

 a w
heel barrow

. 
T

h
is old p

rin
t gives an

 idea of th
e w

ay
 in

 '\'hich 
people m

ade th
eir w

ay w
estw

ard w
ith

o
u

t ro
ad

s o
r m

aps. 
M

an
y

 m
en, w

om
en, an

d
 child

ren w
alked the distance rath

er 
th

an
 jo

lt over the rough p
rairies an

d
 m

o
u

n
tain

 roads in
 w

agons. 
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129. In the Buffalo Country 

The buffalo on the western plains were an important factor before they were 
finally exterminated by the advance of civilization. The first European to dis­
cover those strange beasts was probably the Spaniard Coronado who in 1541 
made a journey northeast from New Mexico to a country where he found "lump 
backed cows." The trapper, trader, and western emigrant welcomed the buffalo 
as they assured them of a plenteous supply of fresh meat. The careless manner 
in which those noble beasts were slaughtered for sport or for their hides was 
most unfortunate. 
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C
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 C
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130. A
dvance of the P

ale F
ace 

D
u

rin
g

 the early p
art o

f the g
reat ru

sh
 of 1849 th

e In
d

ian
s w

ere n
o

t p
articu

larly
 troublesom

e. 
T

he w
hites cam

e 
in

 such larg
e num

bers th
at th

ey
 did n

o
t know

 how
 th

ey
 could effectively m

ak
e a stan

d
 ag

ain
st th

em
. 

T
h

ey
 th

erefo
re 

p
ru

d
en

tly
 k

ep
t their distance. 
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131. 
E

m
igrants in C

am
p, 1849 

It w
as th

e usual custom
 in

 th
e In

d
ian

 co
u

n
try

 to drive th
e w

agons of th
e train

 aro
u

n
d

 into a circle fo
rm

in
g

 an
 

enclosure w
ithin w

hich th
e anim

als m
ig

h
t be safely corralled

 an
d

 from
 w

ith
in

 w
hich th

e m
en cou

ld
 m

ore easily defend 
the train

 in
 case of sudden attack. 

C
ooperation an

d
 h

arm
o

ny w
ere very n

ecessary am
ong the large em

ig
ran

t train
s 

w
hen in

 th
e In

d
ian

 co
u

n
try

. 
T

h
ey w

ere, therefore, o
ften

 fully organized u
n

d
er sem

i-m
ilitary discipline. 
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132. E
m

igrants in C
am

p 

T
his picture, tak

en
 fro

m
 a periodical con

tem
pot'ary w

ith
 th

e d
ays of th

e covered w
agon, fu

rn
ish

es a m
ore in

tim
ate 

idea o
f the life in

 a cam
p

 on th
e overland jo

u
rney. 

C
am

p w
as usually m

ad
e about 5 o'clock in

 th
e aftern

o
o

n
 to p

erm
it 

the p
rep

aratio
n

 of food an
d

 defense fo
r th

e night. 
A

t daybreak activity b
egan an

d
 all w

ere on th
e m

arch
 b

y
 6 o'clock. 

T
his train

 w
as probably o

f g
reat size, ju

d
g

ing fro
m

 th
e num

b
er o

f w
agons show

n in
 th

e p
ictu

re. 
It w

as n
o

t uncom
m

on 
to find w

agon train
s of fro

m
 one h

u
n

d
red

 an
d

 fifty to tw
o h

u
n

d
red an

d
 fifty m

en trav
elin

g
 together u

n
d

er a cap
tain

 
chosen b

y
 th

em
selves. 
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133. 
Indian A

ttack
 on O

verland C
am

p 

':L1he 
e
m
i
g
r
a
n
t
~
 

experienced long w
eary

 m
arches, 

m
o

u
n

tain
s w

ithout roads, deserts w
ithout w

ater, an
d

 hostile 
In

d
ian

s along the w
ay. 

W
h

en
 in

 d
an

g
er fro

m
 In

d
ian

s th
e w

agons w
ere b

ro
u

g
h

t to
geth

er in
 a circle w

ith th
e people 

an
d

 stock w
ith

in
 the enclos~re fo

r protection
. 
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134. A
ttack

 of the R
ed-skin 

A
lthough at first aw

e-struck by th
e v

ast hordes o
f w

hite m
en m

oving th
ro

u
g

h
 .th

eir country, th
e In

d
ian

s later 
becam

e m
ore bold an

d
 determ

ined to oppose the w
hite m

an
's advance. 

T
h

eir attack
s w

ere sudden an
d

 o
ften

 v
ery

 
cruel. 

F
u

rth
erm

o
re, th

ey
 h

ad
 their ow

n m
ethods o

f w
arfare w

ith
 w

hich the w
hite m

an
 h

ad
 to becom

e fam
iliar. 
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 b
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135. T
o C

alifornia b
y D

esert T
rail 

T
h

e central route w
as th

e one m
ost used, b

u
t it w

as by no m
eans th

e only overland ro
u

te to C
alifo

rn
ia an

d
 even 

it h
ad

 m
an

y
 variations. 

T
h

e snow
s of th

e R
o

ckies an
d

 S
ierras p

rev
en

ted
 th

e use of this ro
u

te except d
u

rin
g

 the su
m

­
m

er m
onths. 

O
n the o

th
er hand, the so

u
th

ern
 route, know

n sin
ce th

e early
 fu

r-trad
in

g
 days, w

as open all the y
ear. 

T
h

e people from
 T

exas an
d

 the o
th

er so
u

th
ern

 states cam
e to C

alifo
rn

ia by the so
u

th
ern

 route. 
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136. 
Y

um
a, at the E

dge of C
alifornia 

T
h

e G
ila R

iver 'vas a favorite ro
u

te fro
m

 N
ew

 M
exieo an

d
 A

rizona into C
alifo

rn
ia, an

d
 w

as follow
ed b

y
 m

an
y

 
so

u
th

ern
 em

igrants. 
A

t th
e m

outh o
f th

is riv
er w

as a ferry
. 

In
d

ian
 difficulties led to the establishm

ent o
f a U

n
ited

 
S

tates m
ilitary

 cam
p n

ear there, aro
u

n
d

 'vhich grew
 u

p
 a tow

n w
hich subsequently 

took th
e nam

e o
f Y

u
m

a. 
T

he 
p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

 show
s this tow

n about 1875. 
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137. D
eath V

alley 

D
u

rin
g

 th
e 

d
ry

 su
m

m
er m

onths the 
alkali 

desert 
betw

een 
the 

H
u

m
b

o
ld

t 
R

iv
er 

an
d

 
th

e 
S

ierras took heavy toll, 
w

hile th
e fate 

of th
e 

D
onner P

a
rty

 w
as a som

bre w
arn

in
g

 to an
y

 w
ho 

attem
p

ted
 to cross the su

m
m

it after the fall o
f 

snow
. 

S
om

e chose a so
u

th
ern

 ro
u

te; others :find­
ing them

selves belated at S
alt L

ak
e tu

rn
ed

 south­
w

ard
 in

 o
rd

er to avoid th
e S

ierra snow
s. 

L
ittle 

did th
ey

 know
 th

at betw
een th

em
 an

d
 th

e C
ali­

fo
rn

ia 
settlem

ents 
lay

 
b

arren
 

m
ountains 

an
d

 
w

aterless deserts. 
B

ecause o
f th

e experience o
f 

one of these p
arties in

 1849 D
eath

 V
alley received 

its nam
e. 

T
he u

p
p

er scene is overlooking th
e 

valley fro
m

 a distance. 
N

ote th
e b

arren
 m

oun­
tain

s 
in

 
th

e 
foreground. 

T
h

e 
low

er 
p

ictu
re 

show
s th

e salt an
d

 alk
ali deposits in

 th
e v

alley 
itself. 
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138. O
n the F

loor of D
eath V

alley 

D
eath

 V
alley, lying tw

o h
u

n
d

red
 an

d
 fifty feet below

 the level o
f th

e ocean, is the low
est p

o
in

t in
 the U

n
ited

 
S

tates an
d

 yet it is in
 sig

h
t of M

t. W
hitney, p

ractically
 th

e highest p
o

in
t. 

N
early

 three m
iles difference in

 altitu
d

e 
is here fo

u
n

d
 in

 a sh
o

rt distance of six
ty

 m
iles. 

T
h

e high m
ountains betw

een D
eath

 V
alley an

d
 th

e ocean tak
e n

early
 

all th
e m

oisture from
 th

e clouds so th
at this valley is p

ractically
 rainless. 

T
he em

ig
ran

ts w
ho crossed the valley in

 
1849 gave it the nam

e it now
 retain

s because of th
eir severe experiences. 

P
te

T
O

R
IA

T, H
I

S
T

O
R

Y
 O

~' C
A

L
il"O

R
N

!A
 

U
n

ive
rsity of C

aliforn
ia E

x
ten

sion
 D

ivision
 

D
ep

artm
en

t of V
isual In

stru
ction 





:F'rom
 a C

on
tem

p
orary P
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139. M
ining M

ethods of E
arly D

ays 
T

h
is p

ictu
re p

o
rtrays m

ost of the m
ethods used b

y
 the m

iners in
 1849. 

In
 th

e foreground an
d

 to the left is the 
m

an
 w

ith
 th

e pcm
, th

e sim
plest of m

in
in

g
 equipm

en
t. 

F
u

rth
er behind is th

e rocker o
r cradle. 

In
 th

e fo
reg

ro
u

n
d

 to 
the rig

h
t is show

n a fu
rth

er d
evelo

p
m

e
n

t-th
e long to

m
 w

hich p
erm

itted
 m

ore extensiv
e operations. 

T
he n

ex
t develop­

m
en

t w
as the sluice, show

n in
 the rear right. 

T
his a device fo

r w
ashing o

u
t th

e gold based u
p

o
n

 th
e fact th

at gold
 is 

heavier th
an

 the other substances fo
u

n
d

 w
ith it. 

vV
hen the gold w

as n
o

t on th
e su

rface, it becam
e necessary to sink 

a sh
a

ft o
r w

ell, as is seen in
 th

e cen
ter of th

e picture, o
r to dig into the m

o
u

n
tain

 side. 
T

hree m
en

 are show
n exca­

v
atin

g
 roughly in

 w
h

at w
as described as coyote diggings, because of th

e resem
blan

ce to anim
al holes. 

A
 tu

n
n

el w
ith 

tim
bers an

d
 tram

w
ay is show

n to th
e rear left. 
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140. T
he A

rastra, or P
rim

itive Q
uartz M

ill 

G
old w

hich h
ad

 been g
ro

u
n

d
 u

p
 by the actio

n
 o

f th
e riv

ers w
as deposited in

 th
e gravel an

d
 san

d
 bars. 

T
hese b

ars 
contained rich dirt w

hich w
as gathered an

d
 p

an
n

ed
 o

r w
ashed out b

y
 one o

f several m
ethods. 

W
h

en
, how

ever, th
e 

gold w
as found in

 its n
atu

ral condition in
 veins o

f q
u

artz rock, it becam
e necessary to g

rin
d

 the rock to a fine pow
der 

in
 o

rd
er to separate th

e gold. 
T

he M
exicans used a m

achine as show
n h

ere to g
rin

d
 the rich m

in
eral b

earin
g

 quartz. 
T

he gold w
as then read

ily
 obtained by w

ashing. 
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141. 
M

iners at W
ork 

W
e now

 th
in

k
 of m

ining as an
 in

d
u

stry
 req

u
irin

g
 g

reat capital an
d

 costly m
achinery. 

S
o it is, fo

r obtaining gold now
 

is costly
. 

In
 the days o

f '49 th
e m

ethods w
ere crude. 
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142. 
F

lum
e on the Y

uba R
iver 

T
h

e riv
ers w

ashed g
reat quantities o

f gold dow
n into th

e canyons an
d

 v
alleys an

d
 deposited it on the riv

er banks. 
T

h
e m

in
ers soon learned to

 tu
rn

 aside th
e riv

er cu
rren

t fo
r the purpose o

f obtaining th
e gold deposits in

 the riv
er bed. 

In
 th

is m
an

n
er the m

ain
 riv

ers w
ere cleaned of th

eir gold d
u

rin
g

 1849 an
d

 th
e early fifties. 

T
he force o

f the riv
er 

cu
rren

t w
as being used h

ere to hoist gravel an
d

 w
ater o

u
t of th

e p
its being d

u
g

 into th
e rich riv

er bars. 
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143. R
iver O

perations at M
urderer's B

ar 

In
 th

is picture the riv
er h

as been confined to a sm
all flum

e on one side o
f th

e canyon, m
ak

in
g

 it possible to clean 
the riv

er bottom
 to bedrock. 

In
 o

rd
er to do this large n

u
m

b
ers o

f m
iners h

ad
 to cooperate, fo

r m
uch w

o
rk

 w
as req

u
ired

 
an

d
 rap

id
 action necessary since a sudden rise in

 the riv
er w

ould destroy all th
ey

 h
ad

 done. 
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144. 
F

lutter W
heel on the T

uolum
ne 

Y
ankee ingenuity w

as early applied to th
e problem

s of m
ining. 

H
ere a w

aterw
heel equipped w

ith
 d

ip
p

ers w
as 

constructed to raise w
ater to o

p
erate a sluice. 
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145. H
ydraulic M

ining 
A

s early as 1852 it w
as discovered

 th
at g1·avel b

an
k

s could be w
ashed dow

n an
d

 the gold-b
earin

g
 rock cau

g
h

t in
 a 

m
an

n
er sim

ilar to th
at o

f th
e sluice boxes alread

y
 in

 use. 
A

lthough econom
ic an

d
 effective, h

y
d

raulic m
in

in
g

 w
as 

n
o

t only destru
ctive to th

e landscape b
u

t it w
ashed g

reat q
u

an
tities o

f m
u

d
 an

d
 ro

ck dow
n th

e stream
s filling riv

er 
channel beds an

d
 causing th

em
 to overflow

. 
F

o
r th

is reason th
e governm

ent p
ractically 

p
rev

en
ts th

e use 
o

f this 
m

ethod except in
 the T

1·inity an
d

 S
iskiyou region. 
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146. G
old Is N

ow
 O

btained by M
eans of D

red
ges 

T
he riv

ers flow
ing fro

m
 th

e gold regions have been w
ashing dow

n gold fol' countless ages. 
M

uch o
f th

is now
 lies 

below
 th

e rich
 alluvial soil o

f th
e S

acram
ento V

alley. 
T

h
is p

ictu
re show

s th
e m

ethod now
 used to obtain th

e gold fro
m

 
the soil. 

T
h

e huge m
achines are operated at g

reat p
ro

fit b
u

t u
n

fo
rtu

n
ately

 tran
sfo

rm
 p

astu
re lands, g

rain
 fields, an

d
 

o
rch

ard
s into heaps of b

arren
 rock an

d
 gravel. 
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147. 
Interior of M

iner's C
abin 

O
ften

 ten
ts or m

ere b
ru

sh
 h

u
ts fu

rn
ish

ed
 shelter fo

r the m
iners. 

T
his is one of th

e b
etter class o

f cabins b
u

ilt o
f 

logs. 
A

 
larg

e fireplace served fo
r cooking as w

ell as heating. 
S

leeping q
u

arters w
ere provided u

p
o

n
 th

e b
u

n
k

s 
arran

g
ed

 one above an
o

th
er along one side of the cabin. 

'fh
e g

ro
u

n
d

 served as a floor, doors -vvere scarce, an
d

 glass 
w

indow
s w

ere alm
ost unlm

ow
n. 
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GOOD.NEWS 
NEW GOODS, 

PROflSIONI, TOOLS, 
01.0TBING, &c. &c. 

GREAT BARGA.INS? 
~~T RECElfED BY Tim ~~B~CRIBER~, !T THE LARGE TENT ON THE WLL, 

A superior Lot of New, Valuable and most DESIRABLE GOODS for Miners and fer 
residenfii al110. Among them arc the following: 

STAPLE PROVISIONS AND STORES. 
f 

Pork, Flour, Bread, Beef, Ham11, Mackerel, Sugar, ltlolasses, Coffee, Teas, Butter k 
Cheese, Pickles, Beans, Peas, Rice, Chocolate, Spices, Salt, Soap, Vinegar, &e. 

EXTRA PROVISIONS AND STORES. 
Every vuiety of Preserved Mcate and Vegetable• and Fruits, (mere tbaii eighty different kinds.I Toague-s and Sounds; Smoked Hali~ut ; 

Dry Cod Fish j Eggs fresh aad fine j Figs, R.a.iaiaa, AIPlODda and NutM j China Preserves ; Cliiina Bread aod Cakee; Butter Craeken. BoeWn 
Crackef5> and many 0th.er very desirable nUtl c~oice bitl. 

DESIRABLE GOODS FOR COMFORT. AND HEALTH. 
Patent Cot Bedstead., Maine.... •od Pillow., Blaakels and Comfortero. Alao, in Clothi~v.,.,..i., Jaetei., Mu1<r'• ileaTT Velnt 

Coat. aad Paalaloono, Woolen Panto, Goel'll801 F .... ks, Flannel Shim and Drowero, Slookingo and Soclts, Boots, !lb ... ; Robber Waden, eo..., Blaokcts, &c. 

MINING TOOLS, kc.; BUILDING MATERIALS, kc. 
Cradles, 81t.6Yels, SpAdes, H<>esi Pickl, Ax~ Hatebels, Hammen i e~ery ~ariety or Wo~m.on's Tools. Nails. Screws. Bradai &.c. 

SUPERIOR GOLD SCALES. l'tlEDICINE CHESTS, kc. 
Superior Meclicioe Chest., well ....ned, logclhor with the principal Important Medici•" "' Dy .. otery, Fncr aad F••cr aad Ague, leurvy, &c. 

X.B.-lmponant Ezprea Ammgement for Kiner&. 
The 8ahecribcn will rua aa l!!XPRES8 leancl in- nery Steomcr, oanyiag ud retmahlg Letters for the P..t 0... ood i:x,.._ ta 

doe 8ta!M. Al..., -nying • GOLD DUST' or Parcela, to ud from lbe Minoa to the Baaking Ho._ or the .. nral J:xpraoes for ·tlae 
lltaieo, ;...,,;.,, tbeir aafety.--The •ariou NEJl!SPAPER,S, rn.m tbe Eosten, Waatem and &odlcra &.teo, will aloo be r...u oa ale 
ot oor stortt, toseliler with a laqe otoek of BOOKS aad P.tMPHLETS --tly oa baad. 

Exc:ehilh::-.:.~ T,~;~ Island, l •Lil e.urouu; ram. W .WU:I l CO. 

F rom Original Courtesy of Bancroft Library 

148. Mormon Island Emporium, Excelsior Tent 

This reproduction of a broadside extolling the wares of t?-e Excelsior Tent, 
the emporium of Mormon Island, enables us to get a close glrmpse of the p~ob­
lems of shipping and trade in the days of '49. Note t?-e nature of the articl~s 
listed some of which have been imported from the Orient. Note also that this 
empo~ium served as an express, mail, and banking institution. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA ©University of California Extension Divisi.on 
Department of Visual Instruction 
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149. 
L

uck of R
oarin

' C
am

p 

T
he scarcity of w

om
en an

d
 children w

as keenly felt by the m
en in

 C
alifornia in

 the days o
f '49. 

T
h

e them
e o

f 
B

ret H
arte's ''L

u
ck

 of R
o

arin
' C

am
p

'' is found
ed on this condition. 

T
he p

ictu
re p

o
rtray

s an
 episode related in

 th
e 

story. 
T

he m
other h

ad
 died, leaving a baby to be cared fo

r by th
e m

in
ers. 

T
he h

at p
laced alongside th

e in
fan

t b
ro

u
g

h
t 

fo
rth

 generous offerings fro
m

 the ro
u

g
h

 m
iners w

ho trooped in
 to see a real w

hite baby. 
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150. A
 D

ance in the M
ines 

T
h

e absence of w
om

en in
 the m

in
in

g
 d

istricts w
as a featu

re noted b
y

 alm
ost all w

ho described th
e life o

f th
e tim

es. 
T

he fed
eral census show

s th
at in

 1850 th
ere w

ere tw
elve o

r m
ore m

en to every w
om

an in
 C

alifornia. 
In

 th
e m

o
u

n
tain

 
districts there w

as an
 even g

reater difference. 
W

eaverville, T
rin

ity
 C

ounty, h
ad

 over tw
o h

u
n

d
red

 m
en

 an
d

 b
u

t one 
w

om
an. 

B
eals B

ar h
ad

 n
early

 fo
u

r h
u

n
d

red
 m

en an
d

 no w
om

en residents. 
In

 sp
ite of this, th

e m
in

ers seem
ed to 

enjoy th
e S

atu
rd

ay
 n

ig
h

t dances, as show
n in

 this p
icture. 
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151. Sunday in the M
ines 

I! 

S
u

n
d

ay
 w

as observed in
 th

e m
ines b

u
t n

o
t strictly

 according to P
u

ritan
ic stan

d
ard

s. 
F

o
r m

an
y

 it w
as a d

ay
 of 

recreation in
 w

hich d
rin

k
in

g
 took an

 im
p

o
rtan

t p
art. 

It w
as usually a 

tim
e fo

r 
cleaning out the sluice boxes to 

determ
ine th

e w
eek's profit. 

T
he w

eekly w
ashing h

ad
 to

 be done an
d

 letters should be w
ritten

 to th
e fam

ily o
r sw

eet­
h

eart far aw
ay. 

R
eligious observance, although crow

ded out, w
as n

o
t entirely neglected an

d
 w

henever a m
in

ister w
as 

on h
an

d
 to preach, he fo

n
n

d
 an

 attentive an
d

 appreciative audience. 
· 

rrc
·ronrA
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irsT
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l' C

Ar.n
·on

n
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152. C
hinese in the M

ines 

A
t the tim

e of the acquisition of C
alifo

rn
ia th

ere w
ere very few

 C
hinese in

 th
e territo

ry
. 

T
he know

ledge o
f th

e 
gold discovery reach

ed 
C

hina ju
st w

hen the co
u

n
try

 w
as suffering fro

m
 one o

f its fam
ines. 

T
he tran

sp
o

rtatio
n

 com
­

panies m
ade capital of th

is w
ith th

e resu
lt th

at C
hinese im

m
igration in

creased u
n

til th
e C

hinese p
o

p
u

latio
n

 w
as fo

u
r 

thousand in
 1851 an

d
 thirty-five thousand in

 1860. 
:M

any m
ore w

ere im
p

o
rted

 to h
asten

 the construction o
f th

e C
en

tral 
P

acific R
ailroad. 

O
pposition developed early

 an
d

 culm
inated w

ith
 th

e F
ed

eral E
xclusion A

ct of 1882. 
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153. S
p

rin
g F

ashions for 1849 

T
he d

ictates of D
am

e F
ash

io
n

 concerning the p
ro

p
er g

arb
 fo

r th
e sp

rin
g

 of 1849 called fo
r dark-colored fa

b
ric

s­
tulle an

d
 gauze fo

r evening w
ear, satin

 fo
r d

ay
 w

ear. 
S

k
irts w

ere v
ery

 fu
ll an

d
 w

ith
o

u
t deco

ratio
n

 o
th

er th
an

 th
e 

m
aterial itself, w

hich fo1· w
alking costum

es should be brocaded satin
. 

M
antles w

ere o
f satin

 trim
m

ed
 w

ith velvet o
r 

brocaded. 
S

leeves w
ere v

ery
 full, w

ith
 th

e cuff d
raw

n
 in

 tight. 
B

o
n

n
ets w

ere ro
u

n
d

 an
d

 w
ide in

 shape, th
e size 

depending u
p

o
n

 the w
earer, w

ith quilling inside an
d

 o
u

t o
f the poke. 

T
h

ey
 w

ere w
orn on th

e back o
f the head, w

ith
 

tw
o ·w

ide lapels of tulle fallin
g

 from
 eith

er side. 
T

h
e h

air w
as w

o
rn

 in
 P

o
m

p
ad

o
u

r o
r C

h
arlo

tte C
o

rd
ay

 style. 
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154. 
F

ashions for Sum
m

er and F
all, 1849 

A
lthough the m

aterials w
o

rn
 in

 fall w
ere less g

ay
 an

d
 of heavier m

aterial, the styles them
selves w

ere n
o

t v
ery

 
different fro

m
 those follow

ed earlier in
 th

e year, except fo
r the flouncing on th

e skirts. 
M

orning dresses w
ere o

ften
 

m
ade w

ith
 a long collar o

f stiffened cam
bric fastened in

 fro
n

t w
ith chased gold buttons o

r em
eralds, etc. 

M
an

tles w
ere 

cut o
u

t so as to show
 the fro

n
t of the dress, an

d
 w

ere m
ade o

f silk, trim
m

ed
 w

ith double row
s of deep lace. 

T
h

ey
 also 

w
ere w

o
rn

 short and close to th
e figure. 

S
m

all collars w
ere w

orn
. 

C
hildren w

ere dressed in
 blouses o

f p
laid

 taffeta, 
trim

m
ed

 svith broad velvet to
p

 an
d

 bottom
, cu

t square at th
e neck an

d
 w

ith
 fu

ll sleeves. 
U

n
d

er this th
ey

 w
ore cam

bric 
sh

irts fastened u
p

 close to th
e th

ro
at and w

ith
 fu

ll sleeves d
raw

n
 in

 a
t the w

rists. 
T

h
eir h

air w
as cu

t a la E
d

o
u

ard
. 

T
h

e 
m

en w
ore jackets buttoning close to the neck an

d
 top h

ats. 
T

h
e tro

u
sers w

ere m
edium

 full. 
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155. San F
rancisco, 1848 and 1849 

A
t th

e tim
e o

f the gold discovery S
an

 F
ran

­
cisco w

as a sm
all tow

n o
f 800 in

h
ab

itan
ts; as soon 

as th
e im

portance of the discovery becam
e know

n 
every m

an
 w

ho could do so left tow
n fo

r the gold 
m

ines. 
':Chis, how

ever, w
as only a tem

p
o

rary
 con­

dition fo
r people soon began to g

ath
er fro

m
 all 

p
arts of th

e w
orld

. 
It is rep

o
rted

 th
at by D

ecem
­

ber, 1849, m
ore th

an
 700 vessels w

ere lying at 
anchor in

 Y
 erba B

u
en

a C
ove. 

T
hese tw

o p
rin

ts 
tak

en
 fro

m
 

books 
o

f th
at p

erio
d 

indicate th
e 

change. 
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' 
156. Sacram

ento in 1849 

T
h

is is a view
 of S

acram
ento at the foot of ,Jay street. 

T
h

e riv
er lies ju

st to the rig
h

t o
f th

e p
icture. 

A
t th

e 
tim

e o
f th

e gold discovery th
ere w

as no settlem
ent at th

e em
barcadero. 

S
u

tter's F
o

rt Vi'as quite a 
busy place, an

d
 

S
uttersville, three m

iles dow
n the river, w

as a rising tow
n. 
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157. 
Stockton in 1849 

S
tockton takes its n

am
e fro

m
 C

om
m

odore R
o

b
ert F

. S
tockton, w

ho w
as M

ilitary
 G

overnor of C
alifo

rn
ia in

 1846. 
It w

as first established b
y

 C
apt. C

. M
. W

eb
er in

 1847, an
d

 w
as know

n as T
u

leb
u

rg
. 

A
fter the gold discovery it grew

 
rap

id
ly

 as the depot to th
e southern m

ines, th
at is, th

e m
ines along the trib

u
taries o

f th
e S

an
 Jo

aq
u

in
 R

iv
er. 
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158. 
Sacram

ento in 1850 

Sac1·am
ento began as a sq

u
atter's to

w
n

 at the ju
n

ction of the A
m

erican
 an

d
 S

acram
ento riv

ers. 
S

u
tter desired

 to 
build u

p
 S

uttersville
-th

re
e
 m

iles below
 u

p
o

n
 higher g

ro
u

n
d

. 
B

u
t in

 spite of all, a city grew
 u

p
 w

hich w
as destined 

in
 1854 to becom

e the capital of the state. 
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159. F
lood at Sacram

ento, January, 1850 

~\ \ 
~1r~

 
....,.. 

F
ro

m
 a L

ith
og

ra
p

h b
y

 S
a

ro
n

y, 1
8

5
0

 

T
h

e w
in

ter of 1849-50 w
as one o

f th
e m

ost severe w
in

ters in
 the state's history. 

T
housands of m

en h
ad

 ju
st arriv

ed
 

m
 

C
alifo

rn
ia an

d
 n

atu
rally

 w
ere n

o
t p

rep
ared fo

r an
y

 condition so abnorm
al. 

T
w

elve an
d

 one-h
alf in

ches o
f rain

 
fell at S

acram
ento d

u
rin

g
 D

ecem
ber. 

T
h

e riv
er 

rose rap
id

ly
. 

O
n

 Jan
u

ary 10, 1850, 
the n

ew
 city 

o
f S

acram
ento 

fo
u

n
d

 itself u
n

d
er w

ater fo
r a m

ile o
r m

ore back fro
m

 the em
b

arcadero
. 

T
h

is p
ictu

re w
as m

ad
e fro

m
 a sk

etch m
ade 

at the tim
e. 

T
he p

eople o
f S

acram
ento w

ere not dism
ayed b

y
 th

is ap
p

aren
t calam

ity b
u

t began th
e co

n
stru

ctio
n

 of 
g

reat levees to hold back fu
tu

re floods. 
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160. G
eneral Sutter B

oosted for Suttersville 

A
m

ong th
e tow

ns rivalling S
acram

ento w
as S

uttersville, located ab
o

u
t three m

iles belovir the m
o

u
th

 of th
e A

m
erican 

R
iv

er. 
T

his tow
n had been established b

y
 Jo

h
n

 A
. S

u
tter early

 in
 1846 on h

ig
h

 g
ro

u
n

d
 ad

jo
in

in
g

 th
e S

acram
ento R

i'i'er. 
A

 sloop ran
 fro

m
 the em

barcadero there to Y
erb

a B
u

en
a (S

an
 F

ran
cisco

) an
d

 b
ro

u
g

h
t supplies fo

r S
u

tter's F
o

rt, three 
m

iles aw
ay. 
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• 
HEAD OF NAVIGATION I! 

DEPOT FOR !LL THE NORTHERN 

·~~~ 
The advantages of this Town are now too maaifest to he any longer 

denied or doubted. From actual survey on Saturday last, it was ascertained that the Bar which 
was last year at the mouth of Feather River bad entirely disappeared, and that the only obstruction 
to navigation was half a mile above the mouth, where there was a narrow bar, on which was foUDd 
in the most shallow pBljsage, tliree feel atad '"'° ineia of malw. Between the Bar and Nicolaus 
there wa• not fou11d ;,. any plau hu tlian fir;e fed of tctJter U. tlit clillftfld; and as the river is now 
within six inches of its lowest stage last season, assurance is rendered "doable sure " that boats 
drawing twice as , muiih as the popular steamers Go•'· Dana and Lawrence, can ply here constantly 
without the slightest obstruction. 

The close proximity of Nicolaus to the rich p~eres on the Feathe11· 
and Y:uba Rivers, Deer~ Dry and Bear Creeks, ·and the Forks of the American, ensures its contin-. 
uance (Jlf tM. depot jor the •upplie• for all the Kort/tern .Mines. 

Four lines of Stages ~re constantly running hence to and from Marys­
ville, passing through the projeeted Towns of ORO, EL DORADO, PLUMAS and ELIZA. 

Tri-weekly Stages run to and from W ashiogton, distant 60 miles, 
Nevada City, 42 miles, Rough, and Ready, 311 miles, Auburn 211 miles, Nye's Crossing on the Yuba, 
32 · miles, and to the American J<'or.k •. 3~ miles; in addition to which, Coaches can always be 
obtained to transport passengers to any other point. 

· Teams are in readiness on the. arrival of cwcry steamer to convey· 
freight on the most 1"eason41ble terms to any of the Towns abo•·e, or to any of tbe Mines. 

Nicolaus is located on tlw tract of laud for many years known as 
"Nicolaus' Ranche," which has always been regarded as the most healthy point in California. It 
bas never, in the reoolleetiofi. of tl}e Chief of the Ranchcria, been i111•aded hy tltc turbulent stream 
which gracefully winds its devious way before the ToJVn. That the climate is salubrious is evi­
denced in the fact, that, though, several hundreds of persons have resided here for the last six , 
months, none of them have b1;1e 11 attacked with any of the di seases inciclent to other 1rnrts of Cal­
ifornia, and t.hat there has been but one death in the. neighborhood for senrnl years. 

To the Mca·chant, the Speculator, the Trader, the Mechanic and ff 
Miner, we unhes itatingly assert that Nicolaus llrcsents greater nd1•a11tages than any other plar 
Califomia. We offer the unsold Lots at ori~ial llrices, a1HI im·ite all who arc desi rous of sec1 
comfortable homes, or acquiring rapid fortun es, to visit the Town, judge for themselves, 
make their in"estment• before ihe most eligtble of the unsold Lots arc disposed of. 

CHARLES BERG HOFF, Cor. Front and Sut\'cr Sts., Nir 
JOSEPH GRANT, Tebama Block, Cor. Fl'ont and J 8 ' 

Sac ram 
Nicolaus, August 4, 1860. Ageats for tlw S 

"Sacramento 'traD8cript, Prial." 

From Original Broadside 

161. Nicolaus Bids for Leadership 
Courtesy of Bancroft Library 

rehis broadside preserves for us an idea of the intense rivalry between the 
new towns established in 1849. Nicolaus, now almost forgotten, here is seen 
presenting her claim to ''Better advantages than any other place in Cali­
fornia. '' Benicia, New York of the Pacific, Webster, Suttersville, Washington, 
Vernon, Nicolaus, Oro, Eldorado, Plumas City, and many other equally ambi­
tious towns were located along the rivers leading to the mines. Stockton, Sacra­
mento, Marysville and Red Bluff, however, were early developed as the leading 
centers on the rivers. 
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162. B
enicia, the State C

apital in 1853 

T
he tow

n of B
enicia w

as founded d
u

rin
g

 the w
in

ter o
f 1846-47 largely th

ro
u

g
h

 the efforts of D
r. R

o
b

ert S
em

ple. 
T

he nam
e first selected w

a
s" F

ran
cisca" in

 honor of th
e w

ife o
f G

en
eral M

. G
. V

allejo
. 

F
o

r a tim
e its boosters expected 

it to be th
e m

etropolis o
f S

an
 F

rancisco B
ay

. 
T

he
. riv

alry
 becam

e so keen th
at the tow

n of Y
 erb

a B
u

en
a felt it neces­

sary
 to change its nam

e to S
an

 F
ran

cisco. 
T

his caused "F
ran

cisca" to change to B
enicia, th

e other nam
e o

f M
rs. 

V
allejo. 

In
 ·M

arch, 1849, th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates A

rm
y

 h
ead

q
u

arters w
ere established at B

enicia. 
In

 1853 it becam
e th

e 
state cap

ital, a distinction it enjoyed fo
r one year. 
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163. V
iew

 of San F
rancisco in 1850 from

 T
elegraph H

ill 

T
his p

ictu
re show

s Y
 erba B

u
en

a C
ove at an

 early
 date. 

In
 th

e fo
reg

ro
u

n
d

 to the extrem
e left is C

lark
's P

o
in

t 
w

hile across the w
ater in

 th
e distance is R

incon P
o

in
t. 

A
 few

 buildings in
 H

ap
p

y
 V

alley (ab
o

u
t M

ark
et street) m

ay
 

be seen along the shore th
is side of R

incon P
o

in
t. 

L
o

n
g

 W
h

arf (now
 C

lay
 street) w

as then being b
u

ilt o
u

t in
to

 the bay. 
T

w
o fam

ous storeships are seen alongside this w
h

arf, th
e "A

p
o

llo
" an

d
 the "N

ian
tic," th

e latter is now
 show

n at 
w

h
at w

as later the intersection of S
ansom

e street. 
A

t th
at tim

e th
is street lay

 p
artly

 u
n

d
er w

ater as th
e p

ictu
re show

s. 
M

an
y

 o
th

er abandoned sh
ip

s are to be seen in
 th

e b
ay. 
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164. S
an F

rancisco, 1849 

T
h

is p
ictu

re gives a view
 of S

an
 F

ran
cisco in

 1849 looking tow
ards T

eleg
rap

h
 H

ill. 
T

he flagpole on th
e left 

stan
d

s over the P
laza. 

T
h

e street p
lain

ly
 show

n to th
e left is M

ontgom
ery street w

hich a
t W

ash
in

g
to

n
 an

d
 Jack

so
n

 
w

as along th
e w

ater's edge. 
In

 the h
arb

o
r to the rig

h
t are som

e o
f th

e ever-increasing fleet o
f vessels th

at anchored 
in

 the cove d
u

rin
g

 the su
m

m
er an

d
 fall o

f 1849. 
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165. M
ap of S

an 

F
rancisco, 1850 

'l'his m
ap, w

hich ap­

p
ears 

in
 

t h e 
S a n 

F
rancisco 

D
irectory 

for 1851, show
s u

s th
e 

lim
its 

of 
th

e 
city

 
at 

the m
iddle of the cen-

tu
ry

. 
W

h
at 

is 
now

 

the C
ivic C

en
ter w

as 

th
en th

e Y
erb

a B
u

ena 
C

em
etery

 on th
e out­

sk
irts of th

e city
. B

u
t 

few
 of th

e streets had 
been 

planked to p
re­

ven
t 

a 
rep

etition 
of 

th
e bad conditions of 

th
e 

w
inter 

of 
1849. 

A
lready th

e city had 
beg

u
n

 
t o 

en
cro

ach 

u
p

on 
th

e 
w

aters 
of 

Y
erb

a 
B

uen
a 

C
ove, 

b
u

t th
e m

ap show
s u

s 
p

lainly th
e lo

cation of 

th
e 

original 
s h o r e 

lin
e. 
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166. E
ast Side of P

laza, 1849 

In
 the d

ays of '49 th
e P

laza or P
o

rtsm
o

u
th

 S
q

u
are w

as th
e cen

ter of activ
ity

 in
 S

an
 F

ra
n

cisco. 
H

ere w
as located 

the C
ustom

s H
ouse, show

n in
 th

e p
ictu

re to th
e left, an

d
 facin

g
 it w

ere th
e ch

ief h
o

tels, saloons, an
d

 gam
bling resorts. 

T
he E

l D
orado an

d
 P

ark
er H

ouse show
n h

ere w
ere am

ong the m
ost fam

ous. 
W

e are told th
at th

e P
ark

er H
ouse, th

e 
low

er floor o
f w

hich w
as u

sed fo
r gam

bling, brought to its ovirn
ers an

 an
n

u
al ren

tal o
f $180,000. 
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167. G
am

bling in the M
ines 

T
h

e sp
irit of gam

bling w
as in

 the v
ery

 atm
osphere in

 C
alifornia in

 the days o
f '49

. 
G

old w
as easily obtained, 

prices w
ere high, yet in

 alm
ost any occupation chance p

lay
ed

 a 
large p

art. 
P

u
b

lic gam
bling flourished 

in
 all the 

saloons, y
et som

e because o
f ex

trav
ag

an
t appointm

ents w
ere p

articu
larly

 popular. 
M

an
y

 kinds o
f gam

es w
ere at h

an
d

 
to tem

p
t the gold

 from
 th

e m
iner. 

F
aro

, as show
n in

 th
is p

icture, w
as th

e favorite o
f A

m
ericans an

d
 E

nglishm
en, w

hile 
th

e S
p

an
iard

s an
d

 Italian
s p

referred
 m

onte. 
T

he stakes w
ere often v

ery
 high. 

O
n one occasion $200,000 is said

 to have 
been at stak

e on a m
onte table at one tim

e. 
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From nn Old Print 

168. First Presbyterian Church in San Francisco 

Although there was much in California in 1849 that was rough and uncouth, 
suggesting an entire abandonment of religion and the refinements of civiliza­
tion, this was not wholly the case. The men who came were largely young men 
from the average American home. Beneath the rough exterior was an honest, 
even a tender heart. 

Not all who came to California in 1849 came to dig for gold, for on the first 
steamer to arrive were a number of Protestant clergymen who came as ministers 
of the gospel. Since October, 1848, the Rev. T. Dwight Hunt had been holding 
services in the public school house on the Plaza. As building materials were 
scarce the Presbyterians worshipped in a large tent until the arrival of a church 
building which was being shipped around the Horn. 

P I CTORTAL H I STORY OF CALIFORNIA ©Unive rsity of California Extension Division 
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169. S
an F

rancisco P
ost O

ffice, 1849 
T

h
e post office at th

e corn
er of P

ik
e an

d
 C

lay S
treets w

as a place of p
o

p
u

lar interest, n
o

t only fo
r S

an
 Fran~isco 

1but fo
r all the m

ining d
istrict. 

vV
hen leaving hom

e fo
r th

e m
ines the only know

n address to give w
as S

an
 F

ran
cisco. 

S
o, notw

ithstanding the fact th
at the m

an
 m

ig
h

t be tw
o h

u
n

d
red m

iles aw
ay, his m

ail cam
e to the S

an
 F

rancisco post 
office. 

T
h

e building w
as sm

all an
d

 could accom
m

odate b
u

t few
 clerks w

ithin. 
O

utside there w
as little space fo

r stan
d­

in
g

 room
. 

T
he m

ail arriv
ed

 once a m
onth. 

T
he task

 o
f sorting the m

ail k
ep

t the clerk
s busy fo

r m
an

y
 h

o
u

rs. 
~
e
a
~
­

w
hile th

e anxious m
en w

ere aw
aiting th

eir letters. 
O

ften they w
ould hold th

eir place in
 line all n

ig
h

t in
 th

e ram
 m

 
o

rd
er ~o reach the w

indow
 early in

 the m
o

rn
in

g
. 

T
h

e lines often exten
d

ed m
an

y
 blo

cks even o
u

t into th
e brush-covered 

san
d

 h
ills. 

M
any desirous o

f ad
d

in
g

 to th
eir fu

n
d

s w
ould secu

re good positions only to be able to sell them
 to _others 

w
ith m

o
re m

oney th
an

 tim
e. 

T
en

 to tw
en

ty
 dollars are said to have been p

aid
 fo

r positions n
ear th

e deliv
ery

 vnndow
. 

E
x

p
ress carriers fro

m
 th

e m
in

es g
ath

ered
 u

p
 letters fo

r th
eir p

atro
n

s an
d

 delivered th
em

 at one dollar ea?h. 
T

he 
P

o
stm

aster at S
an

 F
ran

c]sco 'N
as given tw

en
ty-fiv

e cen
ts o

f this am
o

u
n

t fo
r p

erm
ittin

g
 the sorting of th

e m
ail. 
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170. San Francisco Prison Brig and Store Ship Apollo 

In the days of '49 buildings in San Francisco were few in proportion to the 
population and building materials were scarce and expensive. On the other 
hand hundreds of deserted ships lay at anchor in the harbor. One of the first 
official acts of the San Francisco council was to appropriate money for the pur­
chase of the Brig Euphemia which was converted into a prison. The store ship 
Apollo was anchored in the cove some distance from the beach but later was 
brought alongside a wharf and converted into a lodging house and saloon. 

P ICT ORIAL H IST ORY OF CALIFORN U ©University of California E xtension Division 
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171. M
ontgom

ery and C
alifornia Streets, San F

rancisco, 1856 
T

his picture, published in
 1854, gives an

 idea of S
an

 F
ran

cisco
's m

ain
 street at th

at tim
e. D

u
rin

g
 the w

in
ter o

f 
1849-50 M

ontgom
ery, as w

ell as other streets, w
as im

passable b
u

t d
u

rin
g

 th
e sum

m
er o

f 1850 m
an

y
 o

f them
 w

ere p
av

ed
 

w
ith planking. 

T
he buildings show

n h
ere w

ere th
e first of the p

erm
anen

t ty
p

e of business buildings erected in
 S

an
 

F
ran

cisco. 
O

n th
e rig

h
t is show

n the E
x

p
ress B

u
ild

in
g

 erected by S
am

uel B
ran

n
an

. 
W

ells F
arg

o
 an

d
 C

o., b
an

k
ers 

an
d

 express brokers, occu
p

ied
 p

art of the first floor; th
e fo

u
rth

 sto
ry w

as th
e hom

e of the S
ociety o

f P
io

n
eers. 

A
cross 

th
e street m

ay
 be seen a p

o
rtio

n
 of the P

a
rro

tt B
uilding, constructed o

f g
ran

ite p
rep

ared
 in

 C
hina an

d
 p

u
t together 

here b
y

 C
hinese w

orkm
en. 

A
 portion o

f th
e sign o

f th
e ''A

lta C
alifo

rn
ia,'' one of th

e leading n
ew

spapers, is to be 
seen dow

n the street. 
· 
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F
ro

m
 a

n O
ld D

ag
u

erro
ty

p
e 

172. P
lacerville in the E

arly F
ifties 

P
lacerv

ille soon attracted
 m

an
y

 o
f th

e gold seekers p
reviously dravm

 to C
olom

a. 
It w

as first fo
u

n
d

 to be a gold 
p

ro
d

u
cin

g
 center in

 the su
m

m
er of 1848, an

d
 fo

r a tim
e w

as know
n as "D

ry
 D

ig
g

in
g

" because of th
e scarcity

 of w
ater. 

In
 1849, because of p

ro
m

p
t action in

 enforcing the m
in

ers' code, it w
as early given th

e nam
e of '' H

angtow
n. '' 

A
s it w

as 
on th

e overland route by 'vhich im
m

ig
ratio

n
 flow

ed in
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e C

arson P
ass, it w

as one of the first m
in

in
g

 cam
p

s 
reached b

y
 th

e gold seekers. 
It becam

e th
e county seat o

f E
l D

orado C
ounty in

 1857. 
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173. C
olom

a 

T
h

is old lithograph show
s the site o

f th
e gold discovery. 

T
he m

ill vrns located in
 th

e riv
er to th

e rig
h

t o
f th

e pic­
ture. 

A
 p

o
rtio

n
 of the old m

ill ra
ce is still in

 evidence. 
D

u
rin

g
 the excitem

ent o
f th

e early
 flush m

in
in

g
 days C

olom
a 

grew
 to be a tow

n of considerable im
p

o
rtan

ce an
d

 w
as th

e county seat fro
m

 1850 to 1857. 
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174. 
B

id
w

ell B
ar, 1854 

A
m

ong the places v;rhere gold w
as fo

u
n

d
 during J 848 w

as B
id·w

ell B
ar on th

e m
iddle fol'lc of th

e F
eath

er R
iv

er. 
It 

w
as n

am
ed

 fo
r Jo

h
n

 B
idw

ell ·w
ho cam

e to C
alifornia in

 1841. 
In

 1850, w
ith a p

o
p

u
latio

n
 o

f 600 it w
as th

e county seat 
of B

u
tte C

ounty. 
In

 1853 it claim
ed a trib

u
tary

 p
o

p
u

latio
n

 o
f 2000 people an

d
 ag

ain
 becam

e th
e county seat fo

r a 
period o

f th
ree years. 

In
 1856, O

roville, fo
rm

erly know
n as O

phir, assum
ed th

e leadel'S
hip as a m

ining tow
n an

d
 also 

h
ad

 the advantage of being on a navigable stream
. 

In
 th

at y
ear th

e co
u

n
ty

 seat w
as tran

sferred
 to O

roville. 
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175. D
ow

nieville 

D
ow

nieville, nam
ed fo

r M
ajo

r W
illiam

 D
ow

nie, w
as founded in

 F
eb

ru
ary

, 1850, an
d

 grew
 to im

portance due to 
the m

in
in

g
 operations aro

u
n

d
 about. 

It w
as originally know

n as Y
u

b
a F

o
rk

s, because o
f the fact th

at it is located a
t 

the ju
n

ctio
n

 of the b
ranches o

f the N
o

rth
 F

o
rk

 of th
e Y

uba R
iver. 

M
ining operations w

ere still being carried
 on in

 
th

e bed o
f th

e riv
er at the tim

e this p
ictu

re w
as m

ade. 
vV

hen S
ierra C

ounty w
as created

 in
 1852, D

ow
nieville becam

e 
its capital. 
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176. 
T

im
buctu 

T
h

is w
as one of th

e m
in

in
g

 tow
ns o

f the days o
f '49. 

Its nam
e is one of th

e m
an

y
 picturesque an

d
 ro

m
an

tic nam
es 

given b
y

 th
e m

en of th
at period. 

T
he hill behind th

e tow
n show

s th
e effects o

f h
y

d
rau

lic m
ining. 
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177. N
evada C

ity in th
e F

ifties 

N
evada C

ity, one o
f th

e early m
in

in
g

 tow
ns, is located at a place \vhe1·e gold w

as diseovel'ed S
eptem

ber, 1849. 
It w

as first know
n as D

eer C
reek D

iggings an
d

 la tel' as C
aldw

ell's S
tore. 

In
 1850 it took the nam

e of N
 cvada o

r 
N

evada C
ity. 

W
h

en
 N

 ew
tda C

ounty w
as created in

 J 851, 
it w

as m
ade the county seat an

d
 h

as so J:em
ained. 

Q
u

artz 
m

in
in

g
 developed here at a very early d

ay
 an

d
 is still extensively carried

 on. 
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178. 
M

arysville A
bout 1856 

B
efo

re the gold discovery T
hom

as C
ordera established a trad

in
g

 post, know
n as N

ew
 M

ecklenberg, on the Y
u

b
a 

R
iv

er n
ear its ju

nction w
ith

 the F
eath

er R
iver. 

It w
as later p

u
rchased by M

. C
. N

ye an
d

 becam
e know

n th
en

 as N
y

e's 
R

anch. 
B

efo
re extensive hydraulic m

in
in

g
 h

ad
 caused the filling o

f the riv
er beds, the F

eath
er R

iv
er w

as navi­
gable to this point an

d
 a larg

e population g
ath

ered
 here. 

T
he nam

e M
arysville, fo

r M
ary

 M
u

rp
h

y
 C

ovilland, th
e w

ife 
of one o

f th
e founders o

f th
e tow

n, w
as assum

ed in
 1849. 
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179. San Jose F
rom

 the C
ity H

all, 1858 

T
h

is v
ery

 rare an
d

 in
terestin

g
 p

ictu
re show

s S
an

 Jose, the cap
ital of C

alifo
rn

ia 
(1849-51), as it w

as in
 1858. 

·M
ark

et S
treet is the p

rin
cip

al stl;'eet show
n. 

T
he intersecting street u

p
o

n
 w

hich th
e fo

u
r-horse stage is show

n is S
an

ta 
C

lara A
 venue. 

T
he old C

ity
 H

all fro
m

 w
hence this p

ictu
re w

as tak
en

 w
as on th

e site of a building now
 ow

ned by th
e 

city an
d

 used as an engine house. 
T

he flagpole stan
d

s u
p

o
n

 the site o
f th

e C
apitol B

u
ild

in
g

 w
here th

e first sessions o
f 

th
e state legislature w

ere held. 
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180. L
os A

ngeles, 1857 

T
he view

 here is looking n
o

rth
 fro

m
 th

e east side o
f M

ain S
treet about one block south o

f R
equem

 S
treet. 

A
t th

e 
left is M

ain
 S

treet, the signboard m
ark

in
g

 the U
n

ited
 S

tates H
otel. 

T
he tw

o-story adobe across th
e street is on th

e 
site o

f th
e present post office. 

T
he L

afay
ette H

otel, ju
st beyond, m

ay
 be distinguished b

y
 m

eans o
f its roofed porch. 

F
u

rth
er dow

n the street is th
e tow

er o
f th

e church. 
T

o the rig
h

t o
f th

e p
ictu

re is L
os A

ngeles S
treet. 

T
he adobe 

buildings seen along this street w
ere th

e residences an
d

 stores o
f th

e Jew
ish

 m
erchants. 

T
he tw

o-story b
u

ilding at th
e­

end o
f th

is row
 of buildings w

as the h
ead

q
u

arters o
f C

ap
t. F

rem
o

n
t d

u
rin

g
 th

e period of th
e conquest. 
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181. 
C

alifornia C
ounties, T

hen and N
ow
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o
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. C

oy, G
enesis o

f C
alifo

rn
ia C

o
u

n
ties 

T
he first counties in

 C
alifornia "\vere created b

y
 an

 act signed F
eb

ru
ary

 18, 1850. 
A

t th
at tim

e th
ey

 n
u

m
b

ered
 

tw
enty-seven, b

u
t several w

ere com
bined w

ith
 one county seat, as fo

r exam
ple S

h
asta an

d
 T

rin
ity

, S
onom

a an
d

 M
endo­

cino, B
u

tte an
d

 C
olusa. 

M
arip

o
sa con

tain
ed

 area th
at is now

 divided am
ong a dozen counties. 

T
h

e m
ap

 on the rig
h

t 
show

s th
e present counties an

d
 indicates th

e p
eriod d

u
rin

g
 w

hich th
ey

 w
ere created

. 
It w

ill be noticed th
at the g

ro
w

th
 

in
 num

bers w
as large d

u
rin

g
 th

e first decade, w
hereas d

u
rin

g
 the p

ast th
ree d

ecades there h
as been b

u
t one new

 county. 
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182. The Great Seal of California 

The Great Seal of the State belongs properly to the office of the Governor as 
chief executive, but it is in fact in custody of the Secretary of State through 
whom official documents are usually issued. The chief figure represents the 
Goddess Minerva who sprang full grown out of the brain of Jupiter. This 
symbolizes the new state which was fully organized at the time of her admission 
to the Union in 1850. The grizzly bear was added to represent strength and also 
because he belongs essentially to this region. In the background are to be seen 
the miner, repre~enting the leading industry of the state, and behind him the 
ships of commerce upon the waters of a great harbor. Lofty mountains repre­
senting the gold laden Sierra N evadas are in the distance. The Greek word 
"Eureka" (I have found it) expresses surprise and satisfaction at having found 
the wonders of this great state. The stars represent the thirty-one states in the 
Union after the admission of California. 
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183. T
he S

tate C
apitols, 1849-1853 

T
he illustrations on th

is page show
 us fo

u
r of C

alifo
rn

ia's early capitol buildings. 
T

h
e one to th

e u
p

p
er left is 

C
olton H

all, M
onterey, the building in

 w
hich the C

onvention m
et in

 S
eptem

ber an
d

 O
ctob

er, 1849, to d
raw

 u
p

 th
e first 

C
onstitution. 

T
he one to th

e rig
h

t is the building in
 S

an
 .T ose w

here th
e L

egislatu
re m

et fo
r its first an

d
 second ses­

sions, D
ecem

b
er, 1849, to M

ay, 1851
. 

B
elow

 to the left is the sm
all building at V

allejo in
 w

hich w
ere h

eld
 th

e m
eetings 

of th
e th

ird
 session of th

e L
egislature (1852). 

T
h

e building show
n on th

e rig
h

t is th
e old state house at B

en
icia, w

hich 
served as S

tate C
apitol fro

m
 F

eb
ru

ary
, 1853, to M

arch, 1854, w
hen S

acram
ento becam

e th
e p

erm
an

en
t capital. 

P
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184. M
ount D

iablo S
erves as an

 Im
portant L

andm
ark 

B
efo

re the U
nited S

tates G
overnm

ent could p
ro

p
erly

 dispose o
f an

y
 o

f th
e public lan

d
 in

 C
alifornia, it w

as neces­
sary

 th
at it be surveyed. 

T
h

e first step in
 m

aking th
e survey w

as to fix u
p

o
n

 som
e p

o
in

t as a beginning. 
M

t. D
iablo 

in
 C

o
n

tra C
osta C

ounty w
as an

 ideal place, because it could be seen fo
r such a long distance. 

In
 1851 the U

n
ited

 
S

tates S
u

rv
ey

o
r placed a m

onum
ent on th

e top o
f th

is m
o

u
n

tain
 an

d
 th

en
 surveyed a line n

o
rth

 an
d

 south called a 
m

erid
ian

 line and another east and w
est know

n as th
e base line. 

M
ost o

f th
e lan

d
 in

 C
en

tral C
alifo

rn
ia is described 

according to its direction an
d

 distance fro
m

 M
t. D

iablo. 
L

ater M
t. P

ierce in
 H

u
m

b
o

ld
t C

ounty an
d

 M
t. S

an
 B

ern
ar­

dino in
 S

o
u

th
ern

 C
alifornia w

ere also selected to serve sim
ilar purposes in

 th
e northw

estern an
d

 so
u

th
ern

 p
arts of the 

state, respectively. 
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185. 
C

alifornia D
id H

er P
art in the C

ivil W
ar 

A
lthough far rem

oved from
 the seat o

f th
e C

ivil W
ar, C

alifo
rn

ia did h
er p

art in
 th

at n
atio

n
al crisis. 

In
 enlist­

m
ents in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates A

rm
y

 she exceeded h
er quota, alth

o
u

g
h

 h
er m

en w
ere used v

ery
 largely w

ith
in

 h
er ow

n 
borders relieving the reg

u
lar arm

y m
en

 fo
r service in

 the south. 
H

er gold m
ines fu

rn
ish

ed
 w

ealth w
hen th

e n
atio

n
al 

credit dem
anded all th

at could be produced. 
In

 th
e w

o
rk

 o
f the S

an
itary

 C
om

m
ission, th

e fo
reru

n
n

er of th
e R

ed
 C

ross, 
C

alifornia proved herself especially generous, contributing n
early

 a m
illion an

d
 a q

u
arter dollars, practically one-th

ird
 

o
f the total am

o
u

n
t. 
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186. C
onservatives F

eared the N
ew

 C
onstitution 

"""'~· 
' 

~
~

' 

tt 
I 

T
he carto

o
n

 given h
ere w

as issued b
y

 th
e O

akland M
irror d

u
rin

g
 th

e cam
paign o

f 1879 w
hen the p

resen
t consti­

tu
tio

n
 w

as being voted u
p

o
n

. 
T

here h
ad

 been m
an

y
 defects in

 th
e constitution of 1849; so the legislature an

d
 people 

h
ad

 decided upon a convention to d
raft a new

 constitution. 
Ju

st at th
e tim

e th
e m

em
bers o

f this convention w
ere being 

elected, D
ennis K

earny, th
e agitator, w

as a
t th

e height o
f his career, w

ith th
e resu

lt th
at th

ere w
as a stro

n
g

 elem
ent of 

th
e dissatisfied class in

 th
e convention. 

It w
as feared

 b
y

 the capitalists an
d

 conservatives th
at th

e adoption o
f th

e 
constitution w

ould p
ro

d
u

re th
e dire results shm

vn in
 th

is cartoon. 
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187. 
T

he N
ew

 C
onstitution E

xp
ected

 to Save the S
tate 

T
h

is cartoon, very opposite in
 ap

p
eal fro

m
 th

e one accom
panying it, w

as issued in
 the cam

paign of 1879 b
y

 th
e 

S
a

n
 F

ra
n

cisco C
hronicle in

 an
 attem

p
t to w

in
 p

o
p

u
lar ap

p
ro

v
al fo

r the new
 constitution. T

he people of th
e state accepted 

this view
 an

d
 adopted the new

 constitution by a vote o
f 78,000 to 67,000. 

A
t th

e sam
e tim

e th
ey also elected a governor 

an
d

 a legislature th
at vrnre conservative in

 tendency, so th
at m

an
y

 o
f th

e m
ore rad

ical provisions of th
e constitution 

w
ere quietly ignored an

d
 others w

ere declared
 u

n
constitutional by th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
ourt. 

W
e are still governed by th

is 
constitution although it h

as been am
ended so m

uch it is now
 quite differen

t in
 m

an
y

 respects. 
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188. 
Som

e E
arly C

alifornia C
olleges 

In
 the earlier years m

uch of the educational w
o

rk
 w

as done by p
riv

ate schools an
d

 colleges, larg
ely

 ru
n

 as church 
schools. 

In
 1890 the su

p
erin

ten
d

en
t o

f public in
strn

ctio
n

 rep
o

rted
 th

at there w
ere th

en
 tw

enty-tw
o public high schools 

in
 th

e state an
d

 one h
u

n
d

red
 an

d
 five p

riv
ate academ

ies doing sim
ilar w

ork. 
T

he U
n

iv
ersity

 of C
alifo

rn
ia w

as still 
sm

all, b
u

t forty-five other colleges an
d

 sem
inaries sh

ared
 in

 the task
 of higher education in

 C
alifornia. 

T
hese colleges 

w
ere distributed w

idely throughout th
e state m

uch as o
u

r p
resen

t ju
n

io
r colleges are. 

T
h

e colleges show
n here are th

e 
P

acific M
ethodist C

ollege at S
an

ta R
o

sa a
t the u

p
p

er left, N
ap

a C
ollege, also M

ethodist, at the right. 
B

elow
 is P

ierce 
C

h
ristian

 C
ollege at C

ollege C
ity, C

olusa C
ounty, an

d
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 C

ollege, Irv
in

g
to

n
, A

lam
eda C

o
u

n
ty. 
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189. 
B

y
 A

ir R
oute 

T
h

at air travel w
as seriously considered in

 1849 is suggested by this cartoon. 
F

u
rth

erm
o

re, S
herw

ood's P
o

cket 
G

uide to C
alifornia, published in

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 in

 1849, announced th
at M

r. R
u

fu
s P

o
rter h

ad
 w

orked o
u

t an
 A

erial 
S

team
boat, upon the idea o

f a m
odern airsh

ip
. 

It announced th
at he proposed "to

 carry
 passengers to C

alifornia fo
r 

$100 including board an
d

 a passage ticket to retu
rn

.'' 
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190. T
he John L

. S
tep

h
en

s 

R
ealizing the grm

ving im
portance o

f A
m

erican
 in

terest in
 th

e P
a

cific C
oast to follow

 u
p

o
n

 th
e results of th

e 
M

exican W
ar, C

ongress in
 M

arch, 1847, passed an
 act p

erm
ittin

g
 th

e subsidy of a steam
er line to carry

 m
ail betw

een 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 an
d

 O
regon b

y
 w

ay
 of P

a
n.am

a. 
T

he co
n

tract w
as tak

en
 by a com

pany later organized an
d

 know
n as th

e 
P

acific M
ail S

team
ship C

om
pany. 

T
h

ey
 h

ad
 alread

y
 begun operations at th

e tim
e of the gold excitem

ent an
d

 th
eir 

steam
er T

h
e C

aliforn1;a w
as the first to arriv

e w
ith

 gold seekers fro
m

 the A
tlan

tic. 
T

h
e Jo

h
n

 L
. S

tep
h

ens, show
n 

here, w
as one of their vessels used in

 a slightly later 
period. 

It w
as nam

ed fo
r one of th

e build
ers o

f the P
an

am
a 

railroad. 
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191. 
T

he C
lipper Ship "G

lory of the Seas" 

T
he dem

and fo
r sh

o
rter tim

e fo
r th

e passage to C
alifo

rn
ia aro

u
n

d
 C

ape H
o

rn
 led to th

e con
stru

ctio
n

 o
f vessels 

especially p
rep

ared
 fo

r speed
. 

T
h

e resu
lt w

as th
e clip

p
er ships. 

P
rev

io
u

sly th
ey

 h
ad

 been sm
all vessels b

u
t now

 
larg

er vessels w
ith sh

arp
 bow

s, graceful lin
es an

d
 equipped w

ith
 full canvas w

ere built. 
T

hese ships w
ere n

o
t only 

v
ery

 b
eau

tifu
l b

u
t w

ere able to skim
 th

e ocean at g
reat speed. 

T
h

e G
lor.lJ o

f the S
eas w

as a m
ed

iu
m

 clip
p

er ship
 

built in
 1869. 

It m
ad

e th
e voyage fro

m
 N

ew
 Y

 01·k to S
an

 F
ra

n
cisco in

 94 days. 
T

h
e fastest tim

e w
as th

at m
ade b

v
 th

e 
F

lyin
g C

loud in
 J854, w

h
en it reached S

an
 F

ran
cisco

 89 days after leavin
g N

ew
 Y

ork. 
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192. T
elegraph H

ill in the F
ifties 

Im
m

ediately behind th
e new

 tow
n of S

an
 F

rancisco arose a high hill w
hich looked out u

p
o

n
 th

e G
old

en G
ate. 

A
s 

early
 as 1849 this hill w

as m
ade use O

f as a signal statio
n

 to give advance in
fo

rm
atio

n
 reg

ard
in

g
 th

e ap
p

ro
ach

 of th
e 

m
ail steam

ers and o
th

er vessels. 
A

n
o

th
er statio

n
 n

ear th
e G

olden G
ate m

ade possible 
even 

earlier rep
o

rts. 
T

he 
m

essages w
ere conveyed b

y
 m

eans o
f flags an

d
 later sem

aphores. 
O

n S
eptem

ber 22, 1852, th
e first electric telegraph 

in
 C

alifornia w
as opened, extending eight m

iles fro
m

 S
an

 F
ran

cisco to P
o

in
t L

obos, overlooking the ocean. 
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193. 
E

ven the C
am

els D
id T

heir Share 
T

he arid
 deserts o

f th
e S

outlnvest suggested th
e feasibility o

f cam
els as aid

s in
 solving the tran

sp
o

rtatio
n

 prob­
lem

. 
A

s early
 as 1851 S

en
ato

r Jefferson D
av

is h
ad

 u
rg

ed
 th

eir use. 
W

h
en

 later he becam
e S

ecretary
 o

f W
a
r he secured 

m
oney fo

r th
is purpose. 

W
ith

 D
avis in

 th
is idea w

as E
d

w
ard

 F
. B

eal of C
alifo1·nia. 

B
eal w

as in
 charge o

f th
e T

ejo
n

 
In

d
ian

 R
eservation an

d
 used a n

u
m

b
er o

f cam
els in

 tran
sp

o
rtin

g
 supplies to h

is h
ead

q
u

arters in
 the later fifties. 

T
h

e 
experim

ent w
as not a success, due to th

e an
tip

ath
y

 o
f th

e arm
y

 m
u

le drivers to these u
n

g
ain

ly looking beasts, w
hich n

o
t 

only w
ere o

f different tem
p

eram
en

t fro
m

 th
e arm

y
 m

ules b
u

t b
y

 th
eir ap

p
earan

ce caused th
e m

ules an
d

 horses to stam
­

pede w
henever they m

et th
em

 on the trails. 
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194. 
T

he O
verland Stage L

eaves for the W
est 

,11 
I 

1
1

_
 

F
rom

 n C
o

ntem
p

orary P
rin

t 

In
 an

sw
er to the d

em
an

d
 for b

etter an
d

 m
ore rap

id
 com

m
unication betw

een the E
ast an

d
 C

alifornia, C
ongress 

authorized the P
o

stm
aster G

eneral to co
n

tract fo
r carry

in
g

 a sem
i-m

onthly m
ail at a subsidy o

f $200,000. 
T

he B
u

tter­
field 

O
verland M

ail 
C

om
pany, 

secured 
th

e 
co

n
tract an

d
 

began 
th

e 
service. 

S
u

b
stan

tial 
coaches 

w
ere 

b
u

ilt 
to 

accom
m

odate three or fo
u

r large sacks o
f m

ail an
d

 a h
alf dozen passengers. 

T
rav

el w
as m

ain
tain

ed
 day an

d
 n

ig
h

t 
an

d
 the en

tire distance fro
m

 S
t. L

ouis to
 S

an
 F

ran
cisco

 w
as m

ad
e in

 tw
enty-five days. 
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195. 
T

he Stage C
oach C

arried N
o D

iner 

O
n th

e stage line th
e fare fro

m
 th

e M
ississippi R

iv
er to S

an
 F

ran
risco w

as $200, th
e passengers fu

rn
ish

in
g

 an
d

 
often cooking th

eir o-w
n m

eals. 
T

hey w
ere allow

ed fo
rty

 p
o

u
n

d
s w

eight each fo
r luggage. 

T
he p

ictu
re tak

en
 fro

m
 a 

contem
porary publication show

s a stop fo
r the p

rep
aratio

n
 o

f a m
eal enroute. 
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196. Indians O
ften A

ttacked the O
verland Stage 

T
he long distance, n

early
 2800 m

iles, over p
lain

s an
d

 b
arren

 deserts w
as n

o
t all th

at th
e overland stage h

ad
 to

 con­
ten

d
 w

ith. 
A

t tim
es the In

d
ian

s, th
ro

u
g

h
 w

hose cou
n

try the ro
u

te ran
, w

ere on the w
arp

ath
 an

d
 p

recau
tio

n
 w

as tak
en 

to p
ro

tect th
e stage line. 

E
v

ery passenger w
as advised to p

ro
v

ide him
self w

ith
 a S

h
arp

's rifle an
d

 one h
u

n
d

red
 cart­

ridges, a C
olt n

avy revolver an
d

 tw
o p

o
u

n
d

s of balls, a knife an
d

 sheath as w
ell as o

th
er equipm

ent. 
N

early
 eig

h
t 

h
u

n
d

red
 m

en
 w

ere in
 th

e em
ploy of th

e com
pany, w

ith
 stations, u

su
ally 

o
f adobe, 

at ten-m
ile in

terv
als. 

W
h

en
 th

e 
In

d
ian

s w
ere hostile a g

u
ard

 of fro
m

 tw
en

ty
 to tw

enty-five m
en

 w
as p

laced at each station. 
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197. T
he H

ighw
aym

en C
ollect T

oll 
F

rom
 a P

ain
tin

g b
y R

. F
. Z

ob
gau

m
 

In
 th

e early clays 'N
hen p

o
p

u
latio

n
 w

as sp
arse holdups as show

n in
 th

is p
ictu

re w
ere n

o
t u

n
com

m
on. 

U
su

ally
 th

e 
m

ain
 object of the robbery w

as to obtain possession of th
e express box w

hich 
contain

ed valuable treasure, b
u

t th
e 

possessions of the passengers w
ere n

o
t overlooked. 
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198. Im
portant M

essages W
ere Sent by P

ony E
xpress 

F
ro

m
 a P

ain
tin

g
 b

y F
red

eric R
em

in
gto

n 

T
h

e P
o

n
y

 E
x

p
ress fu

rn
ish

es m
aterial fo

r one o
f th

e dram
atic episodes in

 the history of the F
a
r W

est. 
T

h
e O

ver­
lan

d
 S

tag
e reached C

alifo
rn

ia by a so
u

th
ern

 route. 
T

h
is w

as n
o

t en
tirely

 to the liking of m
an

y
 o

f th
e n

o
rth

ern
 m

en. 
R

ussell an
d

 C
.om

pany u
n

d
ertook the task

 o
f ru

n
n

in
g

 a fast express fro
m

 S
t. L

ouis, M
issouri, to C

alifo
rn

ia by a cen
tral 

ro
u

te. 
T

he first trip
 w

as m
ad

e A
p

ril 3, 1860. 
E

ig
h

ty
 lig

h
t d

arin
g

 rid
ers an

d
 fiv

e h
u

n
d

red of th
e fastest horses w

ere 
p

ro
v

id
ed. In

 a dash of seventy-fiv
e m

iles th
e rid

er ch
an

g
ed horses fro

m
 seven to ten

 tim
es. 

O
ften th

e rid
ers encountered 

hostile In
d

ian
s b

u
t th

e fleetness of th
eir h

o
rses usually brought th

em
 th

ro
u

g
h

. 
W

h
en the tran

scontinental teleg
rap

h
 

w
as com

pleted, O
ctober 25, 1861, the p

o
n

y
's w

ork w
as over. 

B
u

t h
e h

ad
 p

erfo
rm

ed
 an

 im
p

o
rtan

t service in
 giving th

e 
W

est rap
id

 new
s from

 th
e E

ast ju
st at th

e g
reatest o

f th
e n

atio
n

's crise
s
-th

e outbreak of th
e C

ivil W
ar. 
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199. T
he R

ailroad R
eaches P

alo A
lto 

A
 railro

ad
 from

 S
an

 F
rancisco to S

an
 Jose w

as one o
f the first l'ailroad p

ro
jects attem

p
ted

 in
 C

alifornia. 
It w

as 
proposed as early

 as 1849. 
E

arly
 in

 1851 th
e sum

 o
f $100,000 h

ad
 alread

y
 been subscribed an

d
 later in

 th
e y

ear th
e 

su
rv

ey
 w

as begun u
n

d
er th

e nam
e of P

acific A
tlantic R

ailro
ad

 C
om

pany. 
T

h
e fil'st attem

p
t w

as n
o

t successful; so a 
reo

rg
an

izatio
n

 took place in
 1853, an

o
th

er in
 1859, an

d
 still an

o
th

er in
 Ju

ly, 1860. 
In

 O
ctober, 1863, the ro

ad
 w

as open 
to M

ayfield, an
d

 reached S
an

 Jo
se on Ju

n
e 16, 1864. 

T
h

e train
 is h

ere show
n crossing the S

an
 F

ran
cisq

u
ito

 C
reek at 

th
e P

alo
 A

lto 
(tall redw

ood). 
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200. 
T

he C
entral P

acific R
ailroad at C

ape H
orn 

T
he construction of th

e railro
ad

 over the S
ierra N

evada M
ountains w

as no sm
all task. 

T
his p

ictu
re show

s th
e 

train
 p

assin
g

 aro
u

n
d

 C
ape H

o
rn

 along th
e canyon o

f th
e A

n1ericam
 R

iv
er. 

In
 th

e fo
reg

ro
u

n
d

 are show
n som

e o
f th

e 
C

hinese laborers w
ho w

ere em
ployed in

 this task. 
T

o T
heodore Ju

d
ah

, the engineer, is due the cred
it o

f lay
in

g
 o

u
t 

the ro
u

te follow
ed. 

C
harles C

rocker w
as th

e m
an

 in
 charge of th

e actu
al ro

n
stru

ctio
n

 w
ork. 

B
y

 force of his stro
n

g
 

personality th
e difficulties virere overcom

e. 
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201. 
B

uffaloes D
isputed the R

ight-of-w
ay 

T
hose constructing th

e eastern
 p

o
rtio

n
 o

f the P
acific R

ailro
ad

 h
ad

 th
eir problem

s an
d

 difficulties in
 th

e R
o

ck
y

 
M

ou
n

tain
s b

u
t elsew

here th
eir task

 w
as sim

p
ler th

an
 th

at of the C
en

tral P
acific v;rhich w

as being b
u

ilt eastw
ard. 

T
h

e 
g

reat p
rairies aided rap

id
 construction as com

pared w
ith

 the S
ierra N

ev
ad

a M
o

u
n

tain
s a

t the v
ery

 beginning o
f tho 

w
o

rk
 in

 th
e vV est. 

T
he buffalo herds th

at roam
ed th

e p
lain

s also fu
rn

ish
ed

 an
 abundance of fresh

 m
eat fo

r th
e 

construction crew
s. 

T
hese noble beasts 

d
id

 n
o

t su
rv

iv
e long after the railro

ad
 b

ro
u

g
h

t into th
eir v

ery
 m

id
st th

e 
sp

o
rtsm

an
 w

ith
 his rifle. 
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202. C
om

pletion of the P
acific R

ailroad 

T
he com

pletion of th
e P

a
cific R

ailro
ad

 by the d
riv

in
g

 of th
e golden spike at P

ro
m

o
n

to
ry

, U
tah

, M
ay, 10, 1869, 

w
as an

 epoch-m
aking event in

 the h
isto

ry
 of tran

sco
n

tin
en

tal com
m

unication
. 

A
fter the passage of th

e act b
y

 C
on­

gress seven y
ears h

ad
 been consum

ed in
 constructing th

e ro
ad

. 
T

h
e U

nion P
a

cific C
om

pany h
ad

 b
u

ilt w
est fro

m
 th

e 
M

issouri R
iv

er w
hile the C

en
tral P

acific C
om

pany b
u

ilt eastw
ard

 fro
m

 S
acram

ento. 
T

h
e p

ictu
re here given is based 

u
p

o
n

 an
 actu

al p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
 m

ade at the tim
e by A

. J. R
ussell of S

alt L
ak

e C
ity. 

It show
s the clergym

an p
ro

n
o

u
n

cin
g

 a 
p

ray
er of thanksgiving fo

r th
e blessings th

at the accom
plishm

ent w
as sure to bring. 
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203. 
Sacram

ento's F
irst D

epot 

S
acram

ento w
as th

e first term
inus of th

e C
entral P

acific R
ailro

ad
 although after a tim

e th
e com

pany p
u

rch
ased

 
other ro

ad
s and w

as able to reach S
an

 F
ra

n
cisco. 

T
h

is illu
stratio

n
 show

s th
e depot soon after th

e com
pletion of the 

railroad. 
T

he old locom
otive, the h

o
rse cab, an

d
 the people all m

ake an
 in

terestin
g

 p
irtu

re. 
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204. M
odern T

ransportation R
equires M

ore P
ow

er 

T
h

is p
ictu

re show
s th

e contrast betw
een the "H

u
n

tin
g

to
n

, N
o. 1," the first lo

com
otive o

f the C
en

tral P
a

cific R
ail­

ro
ad

 C
om

pam
y, built in

 1863, an
d

 the new
 lo

com
otives recently p

u
t u

p
o

n
 the sam

e railroad. 
T

he w
heel-base o

f th
e 

sm
aller engine w

as 21 feet 2 in
ch

es as com
pared w

ith
 83 feet 8 in

ch
es fo

r th
e n

ew
; the drive w

heels w
eigh 18,500 lbs., 

an
d

 306,100 lbs., respectively
; th

e sm
aller w

as capable o
f hauling 619 tons at 10 m

iles p
er h

o
u

r as co
m

p
ared

 w
ith

 
14,250 tons fo

r the larger lo
com

otive. 
Y

et a still m
ore pow

erful locom
otive h

as recen
tly

 been in
tro

d
u

ced to m
eet th

e 
grow

ing needs. 
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205. M
ule T

rain in the Sierras 

B
efo

re the days of railro
ad

s and p
av

ed
 h

ighw
ays m

u
ch of th

e supplies h
ad

 to be ca
n

ie
d

 to the m
in

in
g

 cam
p

s on 
the b

acks of m
u

les an
d

 horses. W
h

en
 th

e tl'ails ·w
ei·e covered 1vith snow

 an
d

 th
e rivers l'unning h

ig
h

 even the p
ack

 
train

s could h
ard

ly
 get thl'ongh. 

T
his m

ad
e th

e cost o
f living ve1·y high

. 
In

 J 850 the people at M
arip

o
sa D

iggings 
p

aid
 one dollar a pound to have goods b

ro
u

g
h

t to th
em

 fro
m

 S
toe:kton. 

A
 fifty-pound sack of flour 

cost 
them

 fifty 
dollars fo

r deliv
ery

; nm
v it w

ould go by pal'cel post fo
r fifty-foul' rents. 
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206. F
reighting in the E

arly D
ays W

as Slow
 I 

T
his is a p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

 o
f an

 ox-team
 th

at w
as being used to h

au
l w

ood in
 the S

an
ta C

ruz M
ountains som

e fo
rty

 
years ago. 

W
h

en
 w

e see th
e g

reat au
to

 tru
cks on o

u
r splendid p

av
ed

 highw
ays going across those sam

e m
o

u
n

tain
s 

today ·w
e g

et som
e idea o

f the progress w
hich h

as been m
ade in

 tran
sp

o
rtatio

n
. 
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 b
y

 P
u

tn
a

m
 S

tu
d

io
s 

207. O
ld M

orm
on W

agon 

W
h

en
 ox-team

s fu
rn

ish
ed

 the m
otive pow

er o
th

er equipm
ent w

as likew
ise crude in

 n
atu

re. 
T

his is a p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
· 

of an
 old w

agon used b
y

 th
e M

orm
ons w

hen they cam
e across the plains into southern C

alifo
rn

ia at S
an

 B
ern

ard
in

o·. 
N

ote th
e m

assive w
heels an

d
 heavy tim

b
ers used in

 th
e constru

ction. 
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208. M
ountain F

reight T
eam

 

T
h

e slo·w
 m

oving ox-team
 gave p

lace to th
e horse-team

 w
hich could m

ake faster tim
e even if possessed o

f less 
strength. 

T
his picture show

s a ten-horse team
 hitched to tw

o larg
e freig

h
t w

agons. 
T

he dl'iver is rid
in

g
 one o

f th
e 

w
heel horses, in

 tru
e early

 style. 
O

ften th
e team

 w
as directed by the use of one long line attached to th

e team
 o

f 
leaders. 

It w
as know

n as a jel'k line because o
f the m

ethod used to in
d

icate th
e p

u
rp

o
se of the d

riv
er. 

T
he b

rak
e 

w
as controlled as show

n h
ere by a rope attach

ed
 to a level' at th

e sid
e o

f the w
agon

. 
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209. 
M

oon's F
erry O

ver the Sacram
ento R

iver 

In
 th

e early days stream
s th

at could n
o

t be fo
rd

ed
 w

ere crossed b
y

 ferries in
 place of bridges. 

T
hose ferries w

ere 
· flat b

arg
es large enough to hold one o

r m
ore vehicles. 

T
h

ey
 w

ere propelled back an
d

 fo
rth

 across th
e stream

 b
y

 th
e 

use o
f poles or the force o

f the cu
rren

t. 
U

sually th
ey

 w
ere attached to cables stretch

in
g

 across the stream
. 

S
ince th

e 
S

acram
en

to
 R

iver w
as navigable, a cable placed across the stream

 w
ould obstruct riv

er traffic; so a pontoon system
 

w
as used. 

T
he ferry

 h
ere has ju

st pushed off. 
If th

e fro
n

t of the ferry
 is pointed u

p
-stream

 the cu
rren

t w
ill carry

 
it across to the opposite bank. 
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210. 
E

dw
ards C

rossing, N
evada C

ounty 
T

oll roads and toll bridges w
ere b

u
ilt in

 th
e m

ountainous districts by tu
rn

p
ik

e com
panies. 

S
ince th

ere w
ere few

 
good public roads, people w

ere glad to p
ay

 fo
r use of these p

riv
ate roads. 

E
d

v
m

rd
s C

rossin
g

 w
as a w

ell know
n place 

on th
e S

o
u

th
 Y

uba R
iver. 

In
 1852 it h

ad
 been know

n as R
obinson B

rid
g

e. 
W

h
en

 ·w
e 

com
pare this bridge w

ith th
e 

m
o

d
ern

 concrete stru
ctu

res now
 being b

u
ilt b

y
 th

e state an
d

 cou
n

ties w
e see th

at developm
ent h

as been m
ade in

 m
eet­

in
g

 th
e needs of tran

sp
o

rtatio
n

. 
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211. 
T

he Inland R
ivers F

acilitate C
om

m
erce 

C
alifo

rn
ia does n

o
t have m

an
y

 navigable w
aterw

ays b
u

t th
e tw

o stream
s, th

e S
acram

ento an
d

 S
an

 Jo
aq

u
in

, are 
called u

p
o

n
 fo

r heavy service. 
S

tatistics recently com
piled show

 th
at the p

er to
n

 value o
f goods tran

sp
o

rted
 on these 

rivers is h
ig

h
er th

an
 an

y
 o

th
er riv

er in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates an
d

 alm
ost tw

ice as high as th
e H

u
d

so
n

 R
iver. 

T
he riv

er 
boats show

n in
 this p

ictu
re are loaded w

ith
 g

rain
 consigned to th

e flour m
ills fu

rth
er dow

n stream
. 
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212. San D
iego 

S
an

 D
iego claim

s to be the oldest to
w

n
 in

 C
alifo1·nia, fo

r it is a dire<'t desc·endant of th
e m

ission an
d

 presidio estab­
lished in

 Ju
ly

, 1769. 
T

h
e p

resen
t tow

n o
f S

an
 D

iego, originally know
n as N

ew
 T

ow
n, w

as established about fo
u

r m
iles 

fro
m

 th
e original lo

cation d
u

rin
g

 1851. 
F

o
r m

an
y

 y
ears it developed slOYi'l.Y u

n
til about 1870 it began to grow

 m
ore 

rap
id

ly
. 

T
he picture tak

en
 here shovi'S S

an
 D

iego as it w
as about fifty y

ears ago
. 

M
arvelous developm

ent h
as tak

en
 

place, as m
ay

 be seen b
y

 com
paring th

is picture w
ith

 th
e activ

ity
 an

d
 life of S

an
 D

iego at th
e p

resen
t day. 
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213. Los Angeles Views, Fifty Years Ago 

rrhe upper picture is a view of the Temple Block, looking south. Main 
Street is shown at the left, while Spring Street comes in at the right. The 
present post office site is at the right of the picture. 

The lower view is along San Pedro Street from its intersection with First 
Street, which lies in the foreground. The high building in the picture is the 
Woodworth residence. It was the first modern residence in Los Angeles. It is 
to be noted that street improvements were not far advanced and that traffic 
problems were not acute. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA ©University of California. Extension Division 
Department of Visual Instruction 





214. Los Angeles, Orchard Residence of 0. W. Childs 

In 1856 0. 1lv. Childs purchased fol' $1600 a tract of fifty acres on both sides 
of Main Street between Sixth and Ninth streets and started a nursery business. 
In 1884 this land was divided into city lots and sold at what was then a high 
figure. The view here shown gives the appearance of this locality about 1875. 
The camera was pointed northwest from a point near the site of the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce Building. The residence shown below stood approxi­
mately upon the site of this building. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA ©Univers ity of California Extension Division 
D epartment of Visual Instruction 





215. 
I. W

. H
ellm

an R
esidence, 1880 

T
h

is picture, sketched about 1880, show
s one o

f th
e b

etter class o
f L

os A
ngeles residences at th

at date. 
T

h
is resi­

dence w
as in

 the very h
eart of the p

resen
t business d

istrict. 
T

he street in
 the fo

reg
ro

u
n

d
 is M

ain
 S

treet, w
hile F

o
u

rth
 

S
treet is show

n to the rig
h

t. 
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216. San B
ernardino 

T
he tow

n of S
an

 B
ern

ard
in

o
 ow

es its beginning to th
e M

ol'm
on colonists w

ho cam
e into the S

an
 B

ern
ard

in
o

 V
alley 

from
 U

tah
 about 1851. 

B
ein

g
 about th

ree h
u

n
d

red
 in

 num
b

er, th
ey ·w

el'e the fil'st large A
m

erican colony in
 so

u
th

ern
 

C
alifornia. 

U
n

d
er the im

p
etus of this population S

an
 B

ernal'dino becam
e th

e cou
n

ty
 seat o

f the new
 county o

f S
an

 
B

ern
ard

in
o

 in
 1853. 

A
fter the w

ithdl'a\val of th
e M

orm
ons in

 1857-58, others took th
eii-

p
lace, an

d
 th

e grow
th of th

e 
d

istrict h
as been continuous. 
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217. Santa B
arbara in the Seventies 

S
an

ta B
arb

ara ow
es its early g

ro
w

th
 to the fact th

at it w
as a presidia! tow

n. 
T

h
e P

resid
io

 o
f S

an
ta B

arb
ara w

as 
established in

 1782. 
T

h
e m

ission w
as ab

o
u

t tw
o an

d
 one-half m

iles fu
rth

er in
 fro

m
 th

e ocean shore, as is show
n in

 
the left o

f the p
ictu

re. 
T

h
e delightful clim

ate o
f S

an
ta B

arb
ara h

ad
 m

u
ch to do in

 m
ak

in
g

 it a place p
referred

 fo
r 

residential p
u

rp
o

ses. 
Its grow

th h
as been g

rad
u

al b
u

t steady. 
T

h
is p

ictu
re shovvs 

S
an

ta B
arb

ara as it w
as in

 the 
seventies. 
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218. M
illerton 

M
illerton, now

 alm
ost forgotten, w

as th
e original county seat o

f F
resn

o
 C

ounty. 
It began as th

e m
ining cam

p
 of 

R
ootville, located on the F

resn
o

 R
iv

er about tw
enty m

iles n
o

rth
 o

f the p
resen

t city of F
resno. 

It grew
 u

p
 u

n
d

er the 
w

ing o
f F

o
rt ,M

iller, established by th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates G

overnm
ent in

 A
pril, 1851, an

d
 fo

r m
any y

ears the h
ead

q
u

arters 
fo

r U
n

ited
 S

tates troops. 
In

 1856, u
p

o
n

 th
e creatio

n
 o

f F
resn

o
 C

ounty, M
illerton becam

e its cou
n

ty
 seat, an

 h
o

n
o

r 
w

hich it retain
ed

 u
n

til 1876, w
hen F

resn
o

, w
hich h

ad
 sp

ru
n

g
 u

p
 as a new

 railro
ad

 tow
n, w

rested this honor fro
m

 it. 
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219. Stockton 

S
tockton, because of its advantageous position u

p
o

n
 navigable w

aters, has alw
ays h

ad
 th

e lead as a com
m

ercial 
tow

n in
 th

e S
an

 Jo
aq

u
in

 V
alley. 

In
 th

e earlier days it w
as th

e depot fo
r the so

u
th

ern
 m

ines. 
L

ater it becam
e a p

o
in

t 
fo

r sh
ip

m
en

t of g
rain

 an
d

 p
ro

d
u

ce fo
r th

e farm
ers of th

e valley ro
u

n
d

 about. 
It h

as been the county seat o
f S

an
 Jo

a­
quin C

ounty since the creatio
n

 of the co
u

n
ty in

 1850. 
T

h
e p

ictu
re gives a view

 o
f S

to
ck

to
n

 as it w
as about 1855 . 
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220. Sacram
ento S

treet Scene, 1880 

S
acram

ento is described as "th
e h

eart of C
alifornia." 

B
ecause of its position as th

e cap
ital of th

e state it holds 
a political preem

inence over any other city
 in

 the state. 
T

h
e gold boom

 of '49 an
d

 the y
ears follow

ing b
ro

u
g

h
t it sud­

denly to th
e fore. 

S
ince th

at tim
e its d

evelopm
ent h

as been g
rad

u
al b

u
t continuous, so th

at its position is w
ell estab­

lished as the com
m

ercial m
etropolis fo

r 
th

e g
reat S

acram
ento V

alley. 
T

h
e street scene here is typical fo

r m
an

y
 

n
o

rth
ern

 C
alifornia cities fo

r this period. 
T

he covered w
agon is still in

 evid
ence, the h

o
rse car, C

hinese m
erch

an
ts 

an
d

 m
an

y
 o

th
er features w

hich now
 con

trast w
ith p

resen
t day bustle of the city streets m

ak
e this an

 1nteresting p
ictu

re. 

P
IC

T
O

R
IA

L
 H

IS
T

O
R

Y
 O

F
 C

A
L

IF
O

R
N

IA
 

©
U

n
iversity of C

aliforn
ia E

x
ten

sion
 D

ivision
 

D
ep

artm
en

t of V
isu

al In
stru

ction 





221. 
R

ancho C
hico, R

esidence of John B
id

w
ell 

Jo
h

n
 B

idw
ell, an

 early
 pioneer o

f C
alifornia, w

orked w
ith Jo

h
n

 A
. S

u
tter in

 the y
ears before th

e A
m

erican con­
quest. 

A
t one tim

e he m
ad

e an
 expedition to the n

o
rth

ern
 end o

f the S
acram

ento V
alley an

d
 is said

 to have p
rep

ared
 

the first m
ap

 of th
at p

o
rtio

n
 of th

e state. 
H

is know
ledge of the co

u
n

try
 caused him

 to select as a hom
esite fo

r him
self 

a place upon C
hico C

reek:. 
T

his h
e m

ade his hom
e, know

n as R
an

ch
o

 C
hico

. 
T

h
is picture show

s h
is place as it w

as about 1880, the residence of a ty
p

ical ·w
ealthy C

alifo
rn

ia landow
ner. 

T
h

e 
city o

f C
hico is now

 b
u

ilt aro
u

n
d

 this site, and th
e S

tate T
each

ers' C
ollege w

hich stands ad
jacen

t to these grounds h
as 

been given this old
 residence as a g

irls' dorm
itory. 

In
 the eighties th

e fields aro
u

n
d

 C
hico w

ere sow
n to grain, b

u
t now

 
fru

it orchards have been extended over p
ractically th

is w
hole v

alley. 

L
-
-
-
-
-
-
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222. 
O

akland 
O

akland, lying across fro
m

 S
an

 F
rancisco, w

as started
 as a sq

u
atter's tow

n in
 1849, w

hen a few
 m

en began to 
establish them

selves n
ear w

h
at is now

 th
e fo

o
t o

f B
roadw

ay. 
T

he nam
e O

akland w
as given th

e place because o
f th

e 
g

reat n
u

m
b

er of beautiful live oaks. 
T

he p
ictu

re is fro
m

 a p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
 of about 1879 an

d
 show

s a view
 o

f O
ak

lan
d

 
including th

e buildings o
f th

e C
ollege o

f C
alifornia, w

hich w
as th

e fo
re-ru

n
n

er of th
e p

resen
t state university. 

T
h

e 
street show

n here is F
ran

k
lin

. 
T

he large o
ak

 tree stan
d

s at th
e intersection of F

ifteen
th

. 
T

h
is is now

 in
 the h

eart o
f 

the business district of O
ak

lan
d

. 
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223. H
ayes V

alley, San F
rancisco 

T
h

is picture, reproduced fro
m

 a lith
o

g
rap

h
 of ab

o
u

t 1862, show
s w

h
at w

as th
en

 know
n as H

ay
es V

alley, lying 
o

u
t along the M

arket S
treet R

ailw
ay. 

T
h

is is now
 b

etter know
n as th

e C
ivic C

enter. 
T

he railro
ad

 train
 show

n in
 th

e 
fo

reg
ro

u
n

d
 is ru

n
n

in
g

 on M
ark

et S
treet. 

T
he large b

u
ild

in
g

 on the hillside to th
e left is the P

ro
testan

t O
rphanage. 

T
h

e city
 hall, auditorium

, an
d

 other buildings occupy th
e site show

n in
 th

e picture. 
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224. 
F

erry B
uilding, -San F

rancisco 

T
h

is is a picture of th
e original F

e
rry

 B
u

ild
in

g
 a

t th
e foot o

f M
ark

et S
treet, S

an
 F

ra
n

cisco. 
T

h
e C

en
tral P

acific 
R

ailro
ad

 w
as com

pleted in
 1869 an

d
 th

is depot m
ark

ed
 its w

estern term
inus. 

T
he p

resen
t F

erry
 B

u
ild

in
g

 w
as con­

stru
cted

 about 1898. 
It is to be noted th

at the horse cars have been follow
ed b

y
 cable cars an

d
 they in

 tu
rn

 have given 
w

ay to electric trolleys. 
T

h
e m

otor car h
as alm

ost en
tirely

 rep
laced the horse-draw

n vehicle. 
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225. Palace Hotel, San Francisco 

The Palace Hotel, "the model public house of the world, " was formally 
opened in 1875. It occupied one block, two and one-quarter acres. Its general 
architecture was severely simple but broken by myriads of bay windows, a 
feature strictly typical of San Francisco buildings. Within the building was a 
grand central court 144 by 84 feet with both carriage and promenade entrance 
forty-four feet in width from Montgomery Street and expanding into a circle 
fifty-bvo feet in diameter surrounded by marble tiled promenade and tropical 
gardens of rare plants. The court was illuminated by electricity and had an 
immense glass roof. Balconies extended around the court from each of the 
floors. After its destruction in 1906 it was rebult upon the same site but accord­
ing to more modern plans. 
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226. 
M

arket Scene on Sansom
e Street, San F

rancisco 

T
h

is picture, taken fro
m

 a p
ain

tin
g

 o
f about 1880, show

s som
ething of the life of S

ansom
e S

treet as it w
as at th

at 
tim

e. 
T

h
e vegetable m

erch
an

ts displayed th
eir w

ares u
p

o
n

 the sidew
alks an

d
 on the public streets, w

hile the house­
w

ife cam
e to supervise th

e selection o
f h

er food su
p

p
ly. 

T
he cosm

opolitan ch
aracter of th

e population o
f S

an
 F

ran
­

cisco is w
ell show

n by a stu
d

y
 of the faces in

 this picture. 
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227. 
T

he T
yp

ical R
esidence of the W

ell-to
-do, A

bout 1880 

T
h

is picture, tak
en

 fro
m

 a p
ain

tin
g

 m
ad

e about 1880, show
s th

e grounds an
d

 residence of one of th
e w

ealth
ier 

citizens of the state at th
at tim

e. 
T

h
e b

eau
tifu

l g
ro

u
n

d
s w

ith statu
ary

 an
d

 an
im

al life give a pleasing an
d

 restfu
l 

im
pression. 

T
he residence, at O

ak K
noll, N

ap
a C

ounty, is th
at o

f H
an

k
 W

oodw
ard, th

e p
ro

p
rieto

r o
f W

o
o

d
w

ard
's 

G
ardens, so w

ell know
n to th

e boys an
d

 g
irls of S

an
 F

ra
n

cisco d
u

rin
g

 the eighties an
d

 n
in

eties. 
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F
rom

 a C
on

tem
p

o
rary P

rin
t 

228. H
arvest Scene of the E

igh
ties 

T
h

e p
ictu

re h
ere rep

ro
d

u
ced

 fu
rn

ish
es an

 illu
stratio

n
 of a typical h

arv
est scene d

u
rin

g
 the eighties. 

A
lread

y
 m

an
y

 
ad

v
an

ces in
 ag

ricu
ltu

re h
ad

 been m
ade beyond th

e p
rim

itiv
e m

ethods used in
 the p

asto
ral an

d
 m

ission days, fo
r m

achin­
ery

 h
ad

 tak
en

 the place o
f m

u
ch

 m
an

u
al labor. 

A
 place w

ould be clca1·ed o
u

t in
 th

e center o
f the field an

d
 as th

e g
rain

 
w

as cu
t it w

as tran
sp

o
rted

 in
 header-w

agons to th
e cen

tral p
o

in
t an

d
 p

iled
 fo

r th
rash

in
g

. 
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229. In
 the D

ays of W
heat 

A
fter th

e pastoral d
ay

s an
d

 befo
re irrig

atio
n

 b
ro

u
g

h
t viney

ard
s an

d
 o

rchards, th
e S

an
 Jo

aq
u

in
 V

alley w
as a v

ast 
g

rain
 field. 

T
his pictu

re o
f th

e tow
n of T

ravers ab
o

u
t 1885 show

s g
rain

 team
s w

aitin
g

 to u
nload. 

T
h

ere w
ere three store 

houses, one of 12,000 to
n

s cap
acity. 

O
n occasion

s th
ese w

agon train
s w

ere n
early a m

ile long, an
d

 fro
m

 one to th
ree 

d
ays m

ig
h

t be consum
ed by th

e w
aitin

g
 team

sters b
efore they h

ad
 m

ad
e th

eir w
ay to th

e w
arehouse door. 
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230. 
T

he C
om

bined H
arvesters 

T
he com

bined h
arv

esters did aw
ay

 w
ith m

an
y

 o
f th

e operations in
 the h

arv
est field fo

r the g
rain

 could th
en

 be cut, 
thrashed, an

d
 sacked at th

e sam
e tim

e. 
T

hese m
achines w

ere v
ery

 heavy an
d

 req
u

ired
 th

irty
 horses o

r m
ules to d

raw
 

them
. 
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231. 
M

odern H
arvester 

In
 th

is picture are show
n seven g

reat h
arv

esters at vvork in
 th

e g
rain

 fields of the S
acl'am

ento V
alley. 

T
he sickle 

cuts a sw
ath

 fourteen feet w
ide. 

T
he g

rain
 is th

en
 threshed an

d
 sacked as the m

achine m
oves along. 

T
he g

rain
 w

agons 
drive alongside and h

au
l off the sacked g

rain
 w

hich a fey'ir m
inutes before w

as stan
d

in
g

 u
n

cu
t in

 th
e field. 

C
om

pare these 
m

ethods w
ith

 the old p
asto

ral days o
r even th

e m
ethods used b

y
 o

u
r g

ran
d

fath
ers. 
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232. C
aterpillar T

ractor H
auling G

rain 

T
h

e caterpillar tra
cto

r has p
ro

v
ed a g

reat help in
 tran

sp
o

rtin
g

 heavy loads w
here th

e g
ro

u
n

d
 is loose o

r uneven. 
In

stead
 o

f 'vheels the tracto
r rests u

p
o

n
 a ro

tatin
g

 belt d
istrib

u
tin

g
 its w

eight over a larger surface. 
T

he ability o
f 

one o
f these m

achines in
 a so

ft g
rain

 field is show
n in

 this p
icture. 

T
he tw

o m
en show

n h
ere w

ith th
is tracto

r can do 
the w

o
rk

 o
f m

any drivers an
d

 team
s o

f h
o

rses. 
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233. A
 F

arm
 on the C

entral C
olony, F

resno 
T

h
e S

an
 Jo

aq
u

in
 V

alley w
as first used by th

e E
u

ro
p

ean
 settlers fo

r cattle ranges an
d

 th
en

 becam
e g

reat g
rain

 
fields. 

L
ater, how

ever, it w
as found th

at w
ith the use of w

ater u
p

o
n

 the lan
d

 fru
it could

 be raised readily
. 

Irrigat:j.on, 
how

ever, required different types of settlem
ent fo

r w
ater can best be used in

 districts w
here the fields lie n

ear to
g

eth
er. 

T
he use o

f w
ater also m

ade m
ore com

pact settlem
ents possible, fo

r fru
it grow

ing n
o

t only gave a m
ore profitable yield

 
p

er acre b
u

t required m
u

ch
 m

ore labor. 
T

h
e tran

sfo
rm

atio
n

 fro
m

 g
rain

 fields to fru
it ranches w

as accom
plished b

y
 

m
eans of colonies. 

T
he C

en
tral C

olony w
as one of th

e first of those in
 the neighborhood o

f F
resno. 
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234. W
ater H

as M
ade G

reat C
hanges H

ere 

A
 p

len
tifu

l supply o
f w

ater is needed to p
ro

d
u

ce th
e fine quality o

f fru
its as w

ell as raisin
 g

rap
es w

hich are grow
n 

in
 th

e g
reat S

an
 Jo

aq
u

in
 V

alley
 o

f C
entral C

alifornia. 
T

h
is w

ater is b
ro

u
g

h
t to the vineyards fro

m
 the snow

-capped 
m

ountains w
hich lie 50 to 75 m

iles east o
f th

e im
m

ense raisin
 district centered aro

u
n

d
 F

resno. 
T

h
e vineyards are given 

a th
o

ro
u

g
h

 soaking several tim
es a y

ear b
y

 allow
ing th

e w
ater to flow

 in
 d

itches betw
een the row

s o
f vines. 
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235. 
D

rying R
aisins 

T
h

e an
n

u
al C

alifornia raisin
 crop am

o
u

n
ts to alm

ost 500,000,000 pounds, m
ost o

f w
hich a

re g
ro

w
n

 w
ith

in
 a rad

iu
s 

of 90 m
iles of F

resno
. 

In
 th

e g
reat raisin

 grow
ing d

istricts of th
e S

an
 Jo

aq
u

in
 V

alley it is possible to rid
e fo

r m
iles 

w
ith th

e vineyard
s stretch

in
g

 aw
ay on eith

er side of the highw
ay as far as th

e ey
e can

 reach
. 

T
h

e g
rap

es rip
en

 d
u

rin
g

 
S

eptem
ber an

d
 O

ctob
er of each yea

r an
d

 a
re d

ried
 on w

ooden trays o
r p

ap
er m

ats w
hich are laid

 betw
een th

e row
s o

f 
vines. 

It tak
es about th

ree w
eek

s to p
ro

p
erly d

ry raisins. 
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236. Preparing Seeded Raisins for the Housewife 

It is interesting to note that nearly all the raisins used by the American 
people are marketed through a cooperative association that owns and operates 
what is probably the largest dried fruit packing plant in the world. The picture 
above shows a number of great processing and seeding machines which remove 
the seeds from the muscat raisins with incredible speed. The raisins after being 
seeded are dropped to the packing tables below through long chutes as shown in 
the lower picture. Here they are packed into cartons while they are still 
piping hot. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA ©Unive rsity of California Extension Division 
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237. 
D

airying is now
 a H

ighly D
eveloped B

usiness 
In

 the p
asto

ral d
ays o

f C
alifornia, cattle w

ere raised
 fo

r th
eir hides an

d
 tallow

 an
d

 fo
r such beef as th

e ranch­
ero 's fam

ily required. 
H

e seldom
 m

ilked his cow
s an

d
 p

referred
 to buy his b

u
tter an

d
 cheese fro

m
 th

e Y
an

k
ee trad

ers. 
W

ith
 th

e com
ing of the A

m
ericans th

in
g

s changed. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e p
ast few

 y
ears g

reat developm
ent h

as tak
en

 place in
 

accordance w
ith the san

itary
 requirem

ents of the state and cities on one hand, an
d

 on th
e o

th
er th

e desire of th
e m

ilk 
producers them

selves to em
ploy m

ore efficient m
ethods. 

N
ote th

e fine cattle, th
e n

ear w
ell-constructed buildings, th

e 
silo fo

r p
rep

arin
g

 the feed, an
d

 the o
th

er up-to-date equipm
ent used in

 a m
o

d
ern

 san
itary

 d
airy. 
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Photograph by McCurry 

238. A Pioneer Mill 

California wheat produced a good quality of flour. The Spanish Californian 
had produced scarcely enough grain for his own use, and was content to grind it 
to grist by crude mills. The Americans quickly applied water power to the mills 
erected in the early forties at various places. The picture is from a photograph 
of the old Bale Mill located in Napa Valley. This mill was erected in 1847 by 
Dr. Edward Bale. For many years it has remained a picturesque landmark of 
pioneer days. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNlA ©University of California Extension Division 
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239. Flour Mills Have Developed 

During the gold days little attention was given to anything but mining. The 
. few flour mills already in existence were taxed to their limit but still could not 
meet the demand for flour. Flour was imported from Chile and elsewhere. 
Even in later years wheat from California to New York, around the Horn, 
passed flour from New York to California. The manufacture of flour, however, 
grew under the activity of the Yankee settlers and mills sprang up in various 
places. Stockton, Sacramento, Port Costa, Vallejo, all became manufacturing 
centers for this product. A mill at Vallejo erected in 1869 was the largest at that 
time. It had a storage capacity of 50,000 tons and could grind 1700 barrels of 
flour a day. The upper picture shows the mill at South Vallejo about 1885 while 
the lower is the same mill at the present time. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA ©Univer sity of California Extension Division 
Department of Visual Instruction 
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240. S
cen

es A
long E

el R
iver 

T
he dense forests o

f redw
ood trees 

(Sequoict 
sem

p
erviren

s) are found only along th
e coast ran

g
e o

f m
ountains 

fro
m

 M
onterey C

ounty n
o

rth
w

ard
 to th

e O
regon line. 

T
he p

ictu
re on the left show

s the n
atu

re of th
e forests in

 th
is 

d
istrict. 

T
he trees, o

ften
 tw

o h
u

n
d

red
 o

r m
ore feet in

 height, are crow
ded closely together. 

H
uckleberry, hazel brush, 

an
d

 sw
ord ferns fill th

e open spaces an
d

 form
 a heavy u

n
d

er grow
th am

ong th
e trees. 

T
h

e p
ictu

re on th
e rig

h
t is a 

view
 of E

el R
iver, w

hich ru
n

s fo
r th

e m
o

st of its cou
rse th

ro
u

g
h

 these dense redw
ood forests. 
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241. 
L

oading the L
ogging T

rain 

L
u

m
b

erin
g

 in
 C

alifo
rn

ia began before the A
m

erican
 conqu

est b
u

t it received its greatest im
p

etu
s after th

e dis­
covery of gold. 

T
he early m

ethods w
ere crude co

m
p

ared
 w

ith m
odern im

proved m
ethods. 

T
he early

 logging railro
ad

s 
u

sed long saplings fo
r rails b

u
t w

ere an
 im

provem
en

t over th
e skidroads. 

O
xen w

ere used alm
ost exclusively 

fo
r 

b
rin

g
in

g
 logs o

u
t of th

e tim
b

er. 

P
I0

1
'0

1U
A

L
 T

-T
!S

1'01tv 0
1

' C
A

L
U

'O
R

N
IA

 
Ci U

n
ive

rsity or C
aliforn

ia E
xten

sio
n D

iv
isio

n
 

D
ep

artm
en

t of V
isu

al In
stru

ctio
n

 





P
r

c
T

o
R

rA
r, H

rS
T

O
R

Y
 O

F
 C

A
L

l>'O
R

N
IA

 

242. O
xen H

ave G
iven W

ay to D
onkeys 

In
 th

e place of th
e slow

 plodding oxen th
e lum

ber m
an

 
now

 uses the endless cable an
d

 th
e donkey engine. 

In
 th

e 
p

ictu
re to the left is show

n th
e m

ethod w
hereby the cable 

controlled fro
m

 a statio
n

ary
 engine is able to b

rin
g

 fro
m

 
th

e w
oods a long line o

f logs. 
T

h
e low

er p
ictu

re show
s a 

crew
 w

orking w
ith a 

donkey engine. 
T

he engines are on 
ru

n
n

ers an
d

 m
ay

 read
ily be m

oved fro
m

 place to p
lace b

y
 

th
eir ow

n pow
er. 
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243. Logging Railway and Mill Pond 

Prom the woods the logs are transported to the mill by means of logging 
trains on railroads often constructed for that purpose alone. The logs are then 
dumped off the cars into large storage ponds from which they are taken for use 
as needed. In former days logs were floated down the streams in the time of 
high water but the railway has been found more satisfactory. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALU'ORNIA ©University of California Extension Division 
UP.nartmP.nt. of Vii::.nal Tn fdr n,..t.inn 





244. From the Pond to the Saw 

The upper picture shows the logs being carried from the pond up the 
inclined plane into the mill. The lower view is that of the interior of the mill 
at the saw. The log is rigidly fixed to a carriage that causes it to pass back and 
forth before the saw. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA ©Unive rs ity of California Extension Division 
Department of Visual Instruction 





I 

245. 
L

ight and P
ow

er are B
rought from

 D
istant Stream

s 
C

alifo
rn

ia possesses few
 coal m

ines b
u

t it is rich
 in

 other th
in

g
s th

at produce h
eat an

d
 pow

er. 
T

h
e g

reat p
etro

­
leu

m
 fields contain vast am

o
u

n
ts of fu

el, w
hile the m

o
u

n
tain

 stream
s contain en

erg
y

 w
hich can be tran

sfo
rm

ed into 
electricity

. 
In

 1924 the people of C
alifo

rn
ia used over five billion kilow

att h
o

u
rs of electricity. 

T
h

is rep
resen

ts th
e 

sam
e am

o
u

n
t o

f energy as th
at w

hich 3,350,000 horses w
ould

 expend in
 w

orking eight h
o

u
rs a d

ay
 fo

r th
e w

hole y
ear. 
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246. M
rs. E

liza T
ibbets H

ad the F
irst N

avel O
range T

ree 

T
he first orange ti·ees in

 C
alifornia w

ere p
ro

b
ab

ly
 those p

lan
ted at S

an
 G

abriel M
ission by th

e F
ra

n
ciscan

 fathers. 
Ju

st w
h

en they w
ere in

tro
d

u
ced is n

o
t know

n b
u

t ab
o

u
t 1804 th

e first o
ran

g
e o

rch
ard

 consisting o
f sev

eral acres w
as 

p
lan

ted at the M
ission. 

W
illiam

 W
olfskill, an

 A
m

erican
 p

io
neer, w

as th
e first to realize the com

m
ercial possibilities 

of o
ran

ge cultivation. 
In

 1841 he p
lan

ted
 an

 o
rch

ard
 o

f 70 acres in
 w

h
at is now

 th
e vicin

ity of th
e S

o
u

th
ern

 P
a

cific 
depot in

 L
os A

ngeles. 
T

h
e orange m

o
st grow

n now
 in

 so
u

th
ern

 C
alifornia is th

e W
ash

in
g

to
n

 orange. 
In

 1869 
this orange w

as brought to
 W

ashington, D
. C

., fro
m

 B
ah

ia, B
razil. 

M
rs. E

liza T
ibbets, show

n in
 th

e p
ictu

re, obtained 
fro

m
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 cu

ttin
g

s of this B
razilian

 o
ran

ge fo
r h

er n
ew

 hom
e in

 th
e R

iv
ersid

e colony
. 

H
er 

tw
o trees pro­

duced su
ch fin

e fru
it th

at n
u

rsery m
en 'vere anxious to p

ro
p

ag
ate sto

ck fro
m

 h
er trees. 

O
ne o

f those original trees is 
show

n su
rro

u
n

ded by an
 iro

n
 fen

ce. 
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247. 
O

range G
roves and Snow

-C
apped M

ountains are 
N

ot U
nfriendly 

H
ere are tw

o ty
p

es o
f clim

ate in
 close proxim

ity. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e w
inter m

onths the lo
fty

 S
an

 B
ern

ard
in

o
 M

ountains 
are o

ften
 covered vvith a w

hite m
antle of snow

, w
hile dow

n in
 the valley th

e orange groves are laden w
ith th

eir beauti­
fu

l crop
. 

T
he snow

 an
d

 rain
s on the m

ountains are w
elcom

ed by the fru
it grow

ers fo
r th

ey
 m

ean w
ater fo

r irrig
atin

g
 

groves o
f oranges, lem

ons, an
d

 w
alnuts. 

T
he season fo

r picking oranges is at its h
eig

h
t d

u
rin

g
 th

e w
in

ter m
onths. 

T
his is a ty

p
ical scene in

 an
 orange grove on a busy day. 
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248. 
P

icking and W
ashing O

ranges 
G

reat care is used in
 handling th

e orange crop, so th
at it m

ay
 be k

ep
t in

 th
e best possible condition fo

r shipm
ent. 

T
he fru

it is clipped fro
m

 th
e trees an

d
 placed in

 a specially m
ade bag as sho·w

n on th
e left. 

T
he bottom

 of th
e b

ag
 

p
erm

its th
e oranges to be rolled out into th

e box fo
r tran

sp
o

rtin
g

 to the packing house. 
T

h
e oranges are th

en
 p

u
t 

th
ro

u
g

h
 a w

ater-b
ath

 an
d

 d
ried

 by blasts o
f cold

 air. 
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249. Sorting and B
oxing O

ranges 

T
he fru

it is carried along in
 the p

ack
in

g
 p

lan
t u

p
o

n
 endless belt conveyors. 

T
he larg

er fru
it is sep

arated
 fro

m
 

th
e sm

aller by m
eans of diverging rollers th

at p
erm

it th
e oranges to d

ro
p

 th
ro

u
g

h
 into bins below

 according to th
eir 

size. 
S

k
illfu

l graders th
en

 p
ick

 out the fru
it as it passes according to its q

u
ality. 

It should be noted th
at th

e w
orkers 

w
ho handle th

e fru
it all w

ear gloves to p
rev

en
t m

arrin
g

 the fru
it b

y
 finger-nail scratches, as even th

at defect m
ig

h
t 

lead to decay. 
T

he crates are m
ade by an

 autom
atic m

achine w
hich can produce a com

plete crate w
ith

in
 a few

 seconds. 
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250. 
P

ack
in

g O
ranges 

T
h

is is an
 in

terior view
 of one of the m

an
y

 orange packing houses. 
T

here are m
ore th

an
 tw

o h
u

n
d

red
 orange pack­

ing houses ow
ned and operated by the orange grow

ers o
rg

an
izatio

n
-w

h
ich

 is one o
f th

e larg
est cooperative m

ark
et 

organizations of this type. 
E

ach
 orange is carefully w

rap
p

ed
 in

 tissue p
ap

er before being packed in
 the box. 

T
h

e 
g

reat n
u

m
b

er of people em
ployed in

 this in
d

u
stry

 m
ay

 be in
fen

ed
 fro

m
 those seen in

 this one p
ack

in
g

 house. 
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251. 
T

he E
arly S·pring G

arden, Im
perial V

alley 
W

h
en

 A
nza led his tw

o hundred an
d

 fo
rty

 colonists into C
alifo

rn
ia they suffered g

reat h
ard

sh
ip

 on the C
olorado 

D
esert. 

T
h

is w
as the fo

rm
er bed of th

e G
u

lf of M
exico, w

hich h
ad

 been divided b
y

 th
e silt fro

m
 the C

olorado R
iver. 

T
he detached portion h

ad
 gradually d

ried
 u

p
 an

d
 becom

e an
 arid

 desert. 
A

bout 1905 w
ater w

as tu
rn

ed
 u

p
o

n
 this land 

an
d

 the m
ost lu

x
u

rian
t g

ard
en

s began to sp
rin

g
 up. 

E
arly

 vegetables, 
cotton, 

an
d

 other typical p
ro

d
u

cts are now
 

grow
n in

 th
e Im

p
erial V

alley. 
It also raises excellent corn, as is show

n in
 the p

ictu
re given here. 
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252. 
T

ropical F
ruits M

ature in the W
arm

er V
alleys 

T
h

e cu
ltu

re of th
e d

ate h
as been fo

u
n

d
 po

ssible in
 th

e w
arm

 clim
ate of C

oach
ella V

alley in
 so

u
th

ern
 C

a
lifo

rn
ia

­
the only place w

here d
ates a

re gro-vvn -vvith
 su

ccess in
 th

e w
estern hem

isphere. 
T

h
e d

ate p
alm

s are m
ost b

eau
tifu

l an
d

 
are u

sed elsew
here in

 the state fo
r o

rn
am

en
tal p

u
rp

o
ses. 

T
he dates m

u
st be p

ro
p

ag
ated b

y
 tran

sp
o

rtin
g

 th
e living 

trees. 
T

h
e U

n
ited S

tates G
ov

ern
m

en
t th

ro
u

g
h

 its D
ep

artm
en

t o
f A

g
ricu

ltu
re h

as done m
u

ch to establish th
is an

d
 

o
th

er sim
ilar in

d
u

stries. 
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253. A
t a C

alifornia C
otton G

in 
T

h
e cotton developm

ent in
 C

alifornia d
u

rin
g

 th
e p

ast few
 y

ears has been m
ost rapid. 

In
 1914 C

alifo
rn

ia produced 
slightly less th

an
 50,000 bales. 

In
 1923 it produced n

early
 130,000 bales. 

It is, how
ever, th

e quality o
f th

e cotton grow
n 

th
at m

akes the crop im
p

o
rtan

t rath
er th

an
 the am

o
u

n
t o

f th
e p

ro
d

u
ct. 

C
alifo

rn
ia is able to produce th

e sam
e v

ariety
 

o
f long staple cotton as is grow

n in
 the N

ile V
alley

. 
Im

p
erial V

a.lley reaching across the b
o

rd
er into M

exico is the g
reat 

cotton producing section, b
u

t cotton is also grow
n in

 rap
id

ly
 in

creasin
g am

ou
n

ts in
 th

e S
an

 Jo
aq

u
in

 an
d

 S
acram

ento 
valleys. 

T
h

e gin show
n h

ere is in
 Im

p
erial C

ou
n

ty
. 
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254. T
he P

etroleum
 Industry H

as D
eveloped W

onderfully 

T
hese tw

o pictures, fro
m

 p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s of the S

ig
n

al H
ill oil fields, show

 how
 rap

id
ly

 these fields developed, once 
oil h

ad
 been discovered. 

T
h

e p
ictu

re above w
as tak

en
 in

 1921 ; th
e one below

 w
as tak

en
 fro

m
 the sam

e sp
o

t th
ree y

ears 
later. 

T
h

e city of L
ong B

each
 is unique in

 th
at it h

as profited as a m
u

n
icip

ality
 b

y
 th

is oil discovery, fo
r m

u
ch

 o
f it 

is on lan
d

 purchased by th
e city fo

r w
ater w

orks. 
T

h
e city now

 ow
ns 188 acres in

 these oil fields. 
R

oyalties fro
m

 its 
w

ells have b
ro

u
g

h
t g

reat revenue to th
e city

 w
hich is devoted to

 th
e developm

ent o
f p

ark
s, playgrounds, an

d
 o

th
er 

im
provem

ents. 
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255. A
 Scene in the Southern C

alifornia O
il F

ield
s 

T
h

e existence of p
etro

leu
m

 o
r at least asp

h
altu

m
 in

 C
alifo

rn
ia w

as know
n v

ery
 early in

 its history. 
T

h
e old 

S
p

an
ish

 settlers n
ear L

os A
ngeles used L

a B
rea (asp

h
altu

m
) fo

r covering th
eir houses. 

In
 1856 its use as a b

u
rn

in
g

 
an

d
 lu

b
ricatin

g
 oil began in

 a v
ery

 crude w
ay. 

A
b

o
u

t 1865 th
ere developed a decided th

o
u

g
h

 short-lived in
terest in

 oil 
possibilities all th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e state fro

m
 H

u
m

b
o

ld
t to L

os A
ngeles. 

T
h

irty
 y

ears later developm
ents began to show

 
resu

lts an
d

 since then the oil business has g
ro

w
n

 rap
id

ly
, u

n
til now

 it ran
k

s first am
ong th

e m
in

eral resources in
 C

ali­
fornia. 

M
ore w

ealth has now
 been tak

en
 o

u
t th

ro
u

g
h

 oil w
ells th

an
 w

as p
ro

d
u

ced
 by all th

e gold m
ines since 1848. 

T
h

e 
to

tal value of oil produeed in
 C

alifornia in
 1924 am

o
u

n
ted

 to $274,652,874. 
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256. T
he O

cean B
eaches F

urnish A
bundant P

leasu
re 

O
ne of the things th

at m
ak

es southern C
alifornia so attractiv

e to th
e people w

ho have h
elp

ed to m
ake h

er g
reat pop­

u
latio

n
 is an

 even clim
ate. 

T
he ocean b

each
es are fo

u
n

d
 to be delightful both in

 w
in

ter and su
m

m
er. 

T
h

is is a typ
ical 

beach scene n
ear L

os A
ngeles. 
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257. 
L

os A
ngeles, B

roadw
ay at T

enth 

T
he grow

th of th
e city o

f L
os A

ngeles d
u

rin
g

 th
e p

ast four decades h
as been m

ost rem
ark

ab
le. 

F
o

u
n

d
ed in

 1781 as 
a S

p
an

ish pueblo, it grew
 very slow

ly. 
T

h
e gold

 ru
sh

 w
hich gave such an

 im
p

etu
s to n

o
rth

ern
 C

alifo
rn

ia h
ad

 b
u

t little 
effect on L

os A
ngeles. 

T
h

e com
ing of th

e railroad, th
e discovery o

f petroleum
 even w

ith
in

 th
e city

 itself, an
d

 th
e 

acquisition of a w
onderful supply of m

o
u

n
tain

 w
ater, h

ave given th
is city a rem

arkable im
p

etu
s. 

D
u

rin
g

 th
e decad

e 
before 1920 its population increased over 80 p

er cent, exceeding th
e h

alf m
illion m

ark. 
V

ario
u

s estim
ates place its 

p
resen

t population at ab
o

u
t one m

illion. 

P
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258. 
Southern C

alifornia as Seen from
 M

ount L
ow

e 
S

o
u

th
ern

 C
alifornia developed slow

ly d
u

rin
g

 th
e first three o

r fo
u

r decades after the A
m

erican conquest. 
B

u
t the 

building o
f the railroads into the S

o
u

th
 in

 the seventies an
d

 eighties g
reatly

 stim
u

lated
 im

m
igration, especially fro

m
 the 

states o
f the M

iddle W
est. 

G
reat cattle ranches have been tran

sfo
rm

ed
 by th

e b
rin

g
in

g
 o

f w
ater into densely settled 

fru
it grow

ing com
m

unities, an
d

 those in
 tim

e have becom
e cities. 

T
he view

 show
n here is a p

ictu
re tak

en
 fro

m
 M

t. 
L

ow
e, overlooking the coast p

lain
 to th

e south and w
est. 

P
I

C
T

O
R

IA
L

 H
I

S
T

O
R

Y
 O

~' C
A

L
IF

O
R

N
IA

 
©

U
nive

rsity o
f C

alifo
rn

ia E
x

ten
sio

n D
iv

ision 
D

ep
artm

en
t of V

isu
al In

stru
ction 





259. T
h

e E
ast bay C

ities N
ow

 C
over th

e O
ld P

eralta R
ancho 

T
he eastern

 shore o
f S

an
 F

rancisco B
ay w

as know
n by th

e S
p

an
iard

s as th
e C

o
n

tra C
osta (opposite shore) an

d
 

w
as included in

 the cou
n

ty of th
at nam

e in
 1850. 

W
ith

 the g
ro

w
th

 o
f S

an
 F

ra
n

cisco th
is area h

as also grow
n in

 popu­
lation u

n
til now

 it riv
als its neighboring city

 in
 n

u
m

b
er of in

h
ab

itan
ts. 

In
 1820 L

u
is P

eralta w
as g

ran
ted

 43,000 
acres of land. 

T
his is now

 occupied by O
akland, A

lam
eda, B

erkeley, P
iedm

ont, an
d

 o
th

er sm
1f1ler places. 

T
he close 

in
teru

rb
an

 train
 and ferry

 con
n

ections m
ake the b

ay cities one g
reat m

etropolis w
hich includes ap

p
ro

x
im

ately
 one­

th
ird

 the population o
f th

e state. 
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260. T
he C

ity by the G
olden G

ate 

T
h

is excellent aeroplane view
 show

s a p
o

rtio
n

 o
f th

e p
resen

t city
 of S

an
 F

ra
n

cisco w
ith

 th
e G

olden G
ate an

d
 M

arin
 

shore beyond. 
T

he F
erry

 B
uilding at th

e foot of M
ark

et S
treet can

 be recognized by its tow
er. 

T
elegraph H

ill lies 
beyond th

e F
erry

 B
u

ild
in

g. 
C

olum
bus A

 venue, ru
n

n
in

g
 diagonally tow

ards N
o

rth
 B

each, com
es into M

ontgom
ery 

S
treet n

ear P
o

rtsm
o

u
th

 S
quare, the old plaza. 

It th
erefo

re helps to show
 w

h
at p

art o
f th

e p
resen

t city is b
u

ilt u
p

o
n

 
th

e early
 day w

ater-lots. 
D

ue to h
er position S

an
 F

rancisco h
as a lim

ited area of forty-tw
o square m

iles, w
hich is 

bound to lim
it h

er population. 
T

o th
e p

resen
t she has, how

ever, m
ain

tain
ed

 the lead as th
e financial m

etropolis o
f th

e 
P

acific C
oast. 
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261. The State Capitol, Sacramento 

The State Capitol is the nerve center of the state government. In it are the 
offices of the governor and most of the head executive officers of the state. Dur­
ing the seventy-five years since California became a tate it has greatly increased 
in size. The population of California in 1850 was approximately 100,000. Dur­
ing the first decade it grew to 379,994. By 1900 the population was nearly one 
and one-half million; twenty years later it was appToximately three and one-half 
million. This growth of population has meant a coTresponding increase in the 
amount of governmental business. 
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