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land, whicli was ceded by the State to the town in tlie iirst Act

of incorporation, passed May ith, 1852, for the purpose of

enabling the Town to construct wharves and other improve-

ments, for which jHirpose the Act authorised the Trustees to

dispose of the lands so granted.

" At that time the town had not the means of constructing

them. There were but few inhabitants, and but little taxable

property in the city. It became, then, a matter of the first im-

portance and anxiety in the minds of those who wished to see

the young town thrive and prosper, that suitable wharves should

be built, as contemplated by the Legislature, and that common
schools should at once be established. But how were these de-

irable and necessary objects to be accomplished 'i The towns

had received the water front from the State for tlie very purpose,

and for that purpose was it disposed of by the Boartl of Trus-

tees. They sold and conveyed the land, including that men-

tioned in the bill herewith returned to you, to one of her

citizens, under ample guarantees for the faithful performance of

the contract, which he entered into, to construct three wharves

and a school house. And in consideration of a percentage upon

the income of the wharves, and the care and repairs of the

same and in consideration of the premises, the exclusive right

and franchise of wharfage was granted for a term of years

to the contractor, and has passed from him into the hands of

other citizens."

The Water Front controversy was long and bitter, and

almost every legal process seemed to have been exhausted prior

to its final settlement by compromise in 1868. As an indication

of the popular sentiment and the spirit which prompted the

affairs of our city government for many subsequent years, we

present the following extract from a report submitted to a sub-

sequent Council, and adopted, upon a matter separate from the

water front question, in relation with H. W. Carpentier, but

bearing toward it the closest and most direct relationship :

" The ordintmce which it is proposed to repeal was passed

by the Board of Trustees of the To\vn of Oakland on March


