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compromise. In tlie summer of tlie year ISfiT, the City Council
took steps toward viironuisly prosecutiuii; the suits l>etween II.

W. Carpentier and tlie City, tor the possession of the Water
Front property. John B. Felton was chosen as special counsel
on our behalf, with a contingent fee of fifteen per cent of the
property he inight save to the city. He entered upon his task
promptly and with energy. The A\^estern Pacific Eailroad
Comjiany had not then located its extreme western terminus,
and each town bordering upon the Bay of San Francisco ex-
pected the coveted prize. Various were the inducements offered,

and innumeral)le were the schemes devised for influencing the
choice of the Company. The members of the City Council and
their Attorney, felt that Oakland had one offering which would
turn the scale in her favor, if it could but be made available.
The entire water water front had been conveyed to the city, and
the validity of the conveyance of the proi)erty by the city to
one of its iidiabitants was the only matter at issue. If i)ersistent

litigation .should be continued, the golden opportunities would
pass unimproved. A compromise was talked of If the Wes-
tern Pacific Pailroad Company could be granted a large portion
of the property, it would Avitliuut doubt locate its terminus in
this city, for there were numerous advantages tluit could not be
disregarded, if a clear title could be given to the land upon
which its improvements would be erected. Having the indorse-
ment of the people, tlie City Council nuide ai.plication to the
Legislature, and in due time a short Act was passed em])ower-
ing the Council to settle the controversies of the city as it might
deem best. Mr. Carpentier and the members (.f the City Coun-
cil then agreed upon the terms of a comj^romise, which were
briefly to the effect that Mr. Carpentier Avould sun-ender his
title to one-half the property, provided the city would convey
the remaining half to the liailroad Comi)any, tbr terminal pur-
poses. Upon this i)rinciple the terms of a compromise were
elaborated and ]nit into a tangible form. The proper negotia-
tions were had with the managing officers of the Pwailroad
Company, and satisfactory assurances were obtained.


