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| mopolitan, having been formed during the past year. The
schools of this township are prosperous.
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OAKLAND CITY AND TOWNSHIP.

The review of the progress of the city of Oakland, which
we propose to present, will extend over the year ending De-
cember 1st, 1869. The statistics that may be presented
and the statements that may be given, will be for that
period. The general progress of Oakland has been satis-
factory, but it has not been as great as had been predicted
by those extremely sanguine persons, who conceived that |
the completion of the great Pacific Railroad would in aday,
effect a radical change in the whole domestic economy of
the State. The fromh of Oakland has been as rapid as
| could be healthful, and the advance she has made is

permanent. The railroad has done for the city more, ac-
| cording to its size, than for any other locality in California.

For a large portion of the year there were a variety of cir-
| cumstances having a direct tendency to retard the growth
{ of the place. There were systematic efforts, put forth, per-

haps, by rival places, to show that the Western Pacific
| Railroad would not terminate in Oakland. Land titles were

unsettled, and for a while ple dared not invest their
funds in our real estate. The charges for freight and pas-
| sage between Oakland and San %’rancisco were almost
| doubled. Under all these adverse circumstances, the valua-
| tion of property was not depressed a single dollar, which
| was a sign that the capitalists of the country, notoriously
| timid, saw that the shadow which had clouded the cit
would soon pass away. Their hopes were well founded.
| Titles were perfected, the expected railroad improvements
have been commenced in good faith, and travel to San

Francisco is as cheap as between the various parts of that

city, by the street railroads. The exercises of the State

University have been commenced and the vast and costly

buildings projected at Berkeley, are in process of erection.

We have a fire department am‘v a reorganized police depart-
| ment, adequate to the wants of the city. A street railroad
i:m operation and the enterprise has proven to be a suc-

2




