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UNION SAVINGS BaNK.-This institution was incorporated 
May !26th, 1869, with a capital stock of $300,000. The 
officers are as fo llows: A. C. Henry, President; H. A 
Palmer, Cashier ; E. A. Haines, A. C. Henry, J. West Mar
tin, John C. Hays, E. Bigelow, Directors. 
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OAKLAND Gas WGHT CoMPANY.-This Company was incor-
porated in 1866. Street lamps were first lighted in Oak
land New Year 's day, 1867. The President of the 
Company is Governor H. H. Haigl>t ; Vice-President, Joseph 
G. Eastland ; Secretary, James Freeborn. The Superin
tendent is Mr. Van Leer Eastland. The works of the Com
pany are located on the northeast comer of Washington and 
First streets. During the year a new aasometor, capa-. 
ble of holding !24,ooo cubic feet of gas, has been e-rected 
on the Company's property, on Second strHt, and the 
holder first bui lt has a capacity of 6,ooo cubic feet. The 
average daily amount of gas consumed is 16,000 cubic feet. 
The mains of the Company extend through the cit,v for a 
total length of eight miles. The street lamps are lighted 
at the rate of !2!2 1-2 cents each per night. After the 
nu.mber. of lamps in use becomes greater than 250 the 
price will be reduced to 20 cents. The 2as bills against 
the c~ty average $130 per mont.h, and when all the street 
l~mps. that have been ordered are placed in position, the 
bill will exceed $800. The Company derives its privileges 
under an ordinance passed by the Council, December 8th, 
1865. The contract between the Company and the city is 
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to run for ten years from its date-July 1st, 1868. The 
management of this enterprise has been liberal and i:?"blic 
spirited ; but the patronage bestowed by the people is not 
large for a city the size of Oakland. 

OAKLA>ID STREET fWLROAD Co)itPANY.-This ComJ1any was 
incorporated in December, 1864 with a capital stock of 
$so,ooo. A single track road has been built from the 
wharf at the foot of Broadway to the Temescal Creek 
and four first-class horse cars have been purchased. The 
business of the road was commenced in November, 1869. 
The officers of the Company are as follows: F. E. Weston, 
President; R. A. Morse, Secretary; C. B. Gladding, 
Superi tendent; F. E. Weston, B. F. Ferris, Henry Durant, 
J. S . Emery, Allen I. Gladding, G. W. Dam, G. H. Fogg, 
Directors. 

CONTRA CosTA WaTf.R CoMPANY.-This Company was or
ganized June 18th, 1860. Mr. A. Chabot is President and 
general businsss manager and Superintendent of all the 
Company's works. The Secretary 1s W . H. Mead, of San 
Francisco, and the principal office is in Wilcox Block, in 
Oakland. Water was first introduced into the city in the 
latter part of the year 1867. The Company owns a val• 
uable water privilege in Brooklyn township, but it has never 
been used. The water is obtained from the head of the 
Temescal Creek, about five miles from Oakland and from 
this source alone a supply of one million gallons can be ob
tained daily. This would suffice for a city containing 2 5,000 
inhabitants. At the head of the creek a dam has been 
built, and is soon to be enlarged to a hight of sixty feet, 
and the natural reservoir thus formed will have a capacity 
of 200,000,000 gallons. On Academy Hi.JI, distant about 
four miles from the head of the creek, is a distributing 
reservoir, which holds one and one half million gallons and 
from which supply pipes are run into the city. This dis.
tributing reservoir is 300 feet below the level of the source 
at the head of the creek, and from this distributing 1eser
voir to the lowest land in the city, there is a fall of 100 feet, 

· so that the upper stories of the highest bui ldings can be 
furnished with water from the pure mountain streams. The 


