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third-cla~s Amoskeag steam fire engine, and fund's were 
temporarily advanced by Colonel .John Scott, for the pur
ch~se of a. hose carriage. John C. Halley was elected 
Chief Engineer, at a salary of $800 per annum, but afle·r 
the depa~ure of that individual from the city the salary 
was abolished, and the Chief Engineer, like the other mem
bers, does his w~rk grat!tuously. Miles Doody has recently 
bee~ elected Chief En~ineer, and George Taylor, Assistant 
En~1r>eer. J. J. Kelley IS foreman, G. Lyons, and E. F. Scott, 
Assistants; t. C. Keating, Engineer, and J. Cosgrove, Assist
ant, of the one company, which constitutes the department
Phamix No. 1, and has 42 members. Hydrants have been 
erected along Broadway, and the buildings upon that street, 
and wherever there may be a supply of water, are to a great 
e~ent, pr~tected from fi~e. The engine has far more than 
paid for itself on several occasions, in the saving of 
property from destruction by fire. 

Berteley. 
This is the name of a proposed town, five miles from 

Oakland, and adjoining the grounds of the State Univer
sity, to which reference is made elsewhere. The land is 
watered by a mountain stream. The Trustees of the Col- · · 
lege of California made quite extensive improvements in 
making this supply avai lable, and incorporated under the 
name ?f the "California College Water Compan1." The 
franchise has bee? transf~rred to the University. There are 
several elegant private residences, and the town will be one 
of the pleasantest in the county, after the erection of the 
new University buildings. 

Deaf aad DUJDb AsylUJD. 

Near Berkeley is located the State Deaf, Dumb and Blind 
Asylum, under the supervision of Professor Wi lkinson. Re
lative to the cost of this property, we take the following 
from the report of the Commissioners vested by the Legis
lature with power to manage this trust: 

They were appointed in 1866, reported progress in 1867 
~nd were reappointed, that they might finish their work: 
in 1868. The occurrence of the great earthquake in Octo
ber, 1868, prevented their making a final report, 1n April, 
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1869, as they expected and were directed ~ do. Now the · 
. edifice is substantially comrleted and occupied ~y the offi

cers, teachers and pupils o the institute. The _srte selecte~ 
was one of many examined and finally determined on April 
•st, 1867. 

In May, the plan designed by Wright & Sanders ~as 
adopted, and in July the contract for the stone work of the 
building for $60,000 awarded to J .. S . Emery, of Oakland, 
and the remainder of the work, 1n August, to John J. 
McCredy, of San Francisco, for. $52,000,_ and $8,600 ad
ditional for building the exterior lavaton~s. The co'!'er 
stone was laid by Gov. Low with appropriate ceremonies, 
September 26th, 1867. Storms in the following winter 
delayed its completion beyondthe 12 monthsagreed on. The 
earthqua.l<e threw down the ornamental chimneyl' and h~gh 
gable peaks, the mortar being YE!t green, and the fall1~g 
material injured work below and did much damage, requir
ing weeks for repairs. After full consideration, it was ~ought 
too great a.hardship to throw the cost of these repairs upon 
the contractor, and the Commissioners borrowed $9•000 
from the Bank of British North America, on the faith and 
credit of the State to pay for work an~ .materi~I requisite to 
restore the buildincto its former cond1t1on, which. was done 
and a strict account-kept of the outlay. A special appro
priation of $9 1000 to repay this loan is requested. Apart 
from the repairing of these damages there have been very 
few "extras" added to the contract price. The land and 
buildings have cost, as they now are, $158,098 30, or 
$124,000 over and above the proceeds of the old buildings 
and grounds. The preperty is now worth not less t~an 
$250,000. In architectural appearance and adaptati?" 
to its uses, few if any buildings in the country surpass it. 
Its water supply, view, etc., are superior, an~ it is ca~able of 
great extensio , and can be almost doubled 1n capacity at a 
small expense. 

The inmates of the deaf and dumb department number 
sixty, thirty-five males and twenty-five females. The number 
in the blind department is thirty-six; nineteen males and 
seventeen females. Total number, ninety-six. The expen
ditures for the two years ending September 30, 1869, were 


