
PREFATORY.

In placing before the public the present volume, the first of the Oak-

land and Brooklyn Directory, the compiler considers it an appropriate

occasion to refer to the character and plan of the work, and the objects

designed to be accomplished by its publication.

It is proposed to issue the Oakland and Brooklyn Directory annually,

in July; and to include therein, in addition to a reliable register of the

residents of these localities, such information connected with the local gov-

ernments, the material progress and condition of each, as will make the

work a valuable manual of reference, and a welcome annual visitor to

every resident. In the prosecution of this general plan, the compiler

begs to state, that the information comprised in the present volume has

been carefully compiled from data obtained from official and other reliable

sources ; and in directing attention thereto, he only asks, for any defects

existing therein, that consideration to which he is entitled, after a reason-

able estimate of the difficulties inseparably connected with enterprises

of this character.

An examination of the contents of the present volume will exhibit the

varied character of the different subjects embraced within its pages. The
historical and statistical references include a mass of valuable informa-

tion connected with the history of Oakland, now for the first time pub-

lished. The articles on Land Titles, Population, and Finances are worthy

of special attention. The Appendix contains the Charter of the City of

Oakland, the Acts of the Legislature establishing the Board of Educa-

tion and the Police Court, opening and improving the Public Streets, etc.;

and the ordinances of the City with reference to Licenses, Public Health

and City Wharf, with the different amendments to date ; to which have

been added abstracts of several important legal decisions affecting the

same : the whole presenting a department of information concerning the

laws of the City of Oakland not to be found in any other publication.

The Brooklyn division of the work comprises, in addition to a list

of residents, extended references to the past history and present condi-

tion of that town, -an abstract of the Charter and a list of the local offi-

cers, statements of the operations of the school and other departments of

government, the officers of the different societies, churches, etc., and a

variety of other interesting data of a local character.

The first Oakland Directory, published in January, 1869, by B. F. Stil-

well, was an octavo volume of 272 pages. It comprised the names of

1878 adult residents of Oakland, and a large amount of valuable data

concerning the early history and progress of the City. The second Di-

rectory, issued in January, 1870, by Cook & Miller, was an octavo

volume of 200 pages. It included the names of 1,635 adult residents of


