
The .ffiTNA is at the head of Fire Insurance Companies in America.

THE RAILROAD SYSTEM. 15

Brooklyn, the water from which is forced by steam power into

the mains.

In view of a constantly increasing population and a rapid

growth of permanent improvement, with a consequent increased

demand, many have expressed a fear that the water supply

would fail entirely, in the event of a dry season, and leave the

city, in the more densely populated localities, where the well-

water is not fit for use, on account of contamination by drainage,

without water, and the whole at the mercy of the flames. Such

a fear, it will be seen, is unfounded, for the company, in order

to meet the increased demand, has acquired, by purchase, the

water rights of San Leandro Creek to the upper end of the ca-

non, two miles above San Leandro. At that point a suitable

dam is being erected, so as to form a lake of the valley above,

which will contain, when completed, forty thousand million gal-

tons of water, equal to a daily supply of one hundred million

gallons, a quantity sufficient for the supply of a population of

one million.

The location of this dam is about eight miles from Oakland,

and it will be so far completed as to bring in the water for use

in 1874, with an average pressure in the city of Oakland of two
hundred feet.

The completion of this enterprise will give Oakland a first-class

water supply, equal to the best in the United States.

The purity of the water supplied by the Contra Costa Water
Company has lately been tested by the State Assayer, who certi-

fies as follows: " I consider the water analyzed to be of excel-

lent quality, and well adapted to domestic use."

The city is furnished illuminating gas by the Oakland Gas-
light Company, which commenced operations January 1st, 1867.

The city entered into a ten-year contract in 1868, to light the

streets. The company receives 19 cents per night for each lamp.

The annual amount of the bills for lighting the streets in the

city is $15,000. The company has laid about eighteen miles of

mains. The works are located on the corner of Washington and
First streets, and have a capacity of two hundred thousand cubic

feet per day. The price charged to consumers is four dollars

and fifty cents per thousand cubic feet.

The Railroad System.

It is broadly asserted that Oakland is the center of the railroad

system of the Pacific Coast, and a mere glance at any railroad

map shows that such is the case. The several lines of railroad

in operation in California are either owned or controlled by the

Central Pacific Railroad Company, and they all concentrate in

this city. Words cannot convey this idea as forcibly as any
railroad map and an accompanying table of distances. Not only

the railroads now in existence, but those projected and likely to

be completed within the next few years, converge to the same
point. As San Francisco now is, and ever must be, the metrop-
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