
THE CITY OF OAKLAND.

lish an extensive commerce on the Oakland side is the com-

pletion of the sea wall, the construction of suitable wharfage,

and the erection of a few great warehouses and elevators on

the vast property belonging to the Water Front Company;
then all that portion of trade which shall be in course to-

wards the east will inevitably find its way to the most direct

and convenient point of conjunction with the overland rail-

way. No aggregation of capital can retain the seat of

commercial empire away from the established highway of

commerce; and Oakland being the actual terminus of the

overland railway, and having more than the recpiired wharf-

age, must in time acquire a considerable proportion;^ not a

preponderance of trade."

Oakland has had, including the present incumbent, nine-

teen Mayors, as follows: H. W. Carpentier, 1854-5; Charles

Campbell, 1855-6; S. H. Eobinson, 1856-7; A. Williams,

1857-8, and 1858-9; F. K. Shattuck, 1859-60; J. P. M. Da-

vis, 1860—61 and 1861-2; George M. Blake, 1862-3; W. H.
Bovee, 1863-4; Edward Gibbons, 1864-5; B. F. Ferris,

1865-6; J. W. Dwindle, 1866-7; W. W. Crane jr., 1867-8;

Samuel Merritt, 1868-9; John B. Felton, 1869-70 and 1870-71;

N. W. Spaulding, 1871-2 and 1872-3; Henry Durant, 1873-4

and 1874-5; Mack Webber, 1875-6, and^E. H. Pardee,

1876-7.

Oakland has been described as the most beautiful city on

the American continent. Certainly it is one of the most at-

tractive. The site consists of a plain, gently sloping from

the waters of the bay to the neighborhood of the foot-hills,

where the surface becomes more undulating and is, .in some

places, diversified by considerable elevations. The rise to

the northward and westward throughout Central Oakland is

so gradual that to the eye of the observer it is imperceptible,

yet it is amply sufficient to allow the perfection of a system

of drainage, which is being rapidly inaugurated upon a defi-

nite scientific plan. On First street, north of San Antonio

Creek, the natural elevation above high water mark is at the


