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Tho Santa Clara Valley is the largest and most important of the coast valleys, extending, with slight

intorniption, from the southern lino of Santa Clara County to tho Bay of San Francisco, fifty miles in

length and twenty niilos broad in its widest place, having nn area of about five hundred square miles.

This valley, though without tho name, embraces the Bay of San Francisco, extondins in a broad belt of

rich soil along the eastern shore. The beautiful city of San Jose is tho entrepot of .Santa Clara Viilloy.

Between the Contra Costa Hills, which border tho bay of San Francisco on tho east, and tho Monto
Diablo Range, are tho Amador, Livermore, San Ramon and Pachoco valleys, siiccooding each other from
south to north, and comprising, with other small valleys connected with them, an area of about throo

'^ hundred and fifty square miles, all possessing a rich, loamy soil, and distinguished for the quantity and
2 quality of wheat grown.
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Southerly, hidden among tho hills of tho coast, or sloping oft to tho sea, are many valleys and plains

rt of exquisite beauty and inviting fertility. Many of these localities were settled by the Monks, who oxhib-
3 : ited aesthetic tastes of a high order in choosing sites for their Missions. Wherever tho name of Missi.'n is

H \

applied, it is the assurance of loveliness of location and fertility of soil. Soledad, San Miguel, Carmelo,
San Luis Obispo, Santa Inez, Santa Barbara, San Buenaventura, San Fernando, and numerous others, are
well known and seem worthy of detailed descriptions, but to describe all would fill a volume. Some areo

1 of large extent, and, whore watered, are very productive. Even the hills afibrd good grazing, and if
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abundant water were supplied, the greater portion of tho country could be cultivated. The entire region
t*» is a sanitarium, not being surpassed in healthiness in the world. The mineral resources are important;
_*^

i
the recent discovery of quicksilver inciting the people to enterprise and exploration. Coal, petroloum,

Cj asphaltum, sulphur and other minerals are found and wrought to some extent, but the field is only now

O

opening.
South and east of Los Angeles, a broad inclined plane extends from the mountains to the sea, consti-

tuting one of tho most important agricultural sections of the State. This includes the valleys of Los
Angeles, San Gabriel, Santa Ana, San Bernardino, Cucomongo, San Juan Capistrano, San Luis lley, San
Diego and others. This is the land of the orange and the olive; of soft and genial summers, and mild
winters; where the verdure, the flowers, and the ripening fruit of the orange groves give to all cultivated
grounds tho appearance of a paradise. Here, as in most sections of California, the skill of the engineer is

required to render fruitful the fertile soil. Without water all is barren, but with tho magic streams grains
and tre-s spring with vigorous life from tho ground. Here, as elsewhere, the absence of forests is marked
as a sjrious misfortune to the country, but with irrigation, so quickly do they grow, whether of fruit, orna-
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mental, or woods for building or cabinet purposes, that all the defects on this score can bo readily
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supplied.

j2 North of the Bay of San Francisco, are a large number of small and pretty valleys, the most important
of which are Napa, Sonoma, Petaluma, Russian River, Berreyesa, Clear Lake, Anderson, Potter, Hoopa,
Eel River, Humboldt Bay, and many others pf less note. Those of the southern portion are quite densely
peopled and well cultivated, and constitute themost advanci^l wine-producing section of the State. These,
although of a comparatively high latitude, possess a climate but slightly differing from that of the southern
coast. Frosts are seldom experienced in winter, and the coast winds modify the heats of summer. Oranges
and all the fruits of the South grow in perfection, and health prevails.

ra I Such is a brief resum? of the agricultural sections of California. Only tho principal valleys have been

Jj I mentioned, and but attention called to them, the limits of this sketch forbidding a dotaiUid and compre-
fH 1 hensive description. But the valleys alone do not comprise all the arable lands of the State. Tho hills
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of the coast, when watered by the fogs of the ocean, furnish superb grazing, and large extents can be suc-
cessfully cultivated. Also, along the western flank of the great Sierra are broad belts that can be converted
into productive farms and vineyards.
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The area of California is about 154,118 square miles, or 08,634,240 acres, as nearly as can be calculated
without an accurate survey. Of this vast surface, nearly one-fourth, or 40,000 square miles, lies in the
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southeastern part of the State, beyond tho Sierra Nevada and the dividing chain which separates the

*°^ coast from the valley of the Colorado, and is to a great extent valueless. Small sections along the Colora-
A4 do, in the desert, and in the valley of the Mohave, may be cultivated ; but still it would leave one-fourth
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of the area of the State as an irreclaimable waste, although seamed with metaliferous veins bearing gold,
' silver, lead and copper. Much of that, also, that appears as drifting sand in tho valleys is composed of
minute shells and would probably be a valuable article of export to enrich other soils.

The valleys classed as fertile cover one-sixth of the State, having an area of 2ii,000 square miles, or
16,640,000 acres, three-fifths being in the basin of the Sacramento and San Joaquin. The hills and mount-
ains susceptible of cultivation will aggregate an area of 10,000 square miles, or 6,400,000 acres, making a total
ot 36,000 square miles, or 23,040,000 acres of arable land. Tho surface covered by the Sierra Nevada is about
38,000 square miles, of which 20,000 are covered with forests, 5.000 are destitute of vegetation, and 13,000

may be classed as fit for cultivation or grazing. The soil covering the auriferous gravel is usually the best
for cultivation, but the area of such deposits none can venture to estimate. Tho other mountain ranges
of tho State contain but little land that is entirely valueless, it either being covered with forests or fit for
grazing purposes. Throughout the southern portion of California, much of the hill land is covered with
chaparral or barren rocks, rendering it almost valueless. Estimating this, from careful observation, at five

per cent, of the remaining lands, it would amount to about 4,000 square miles.
The surface of California may be classed as follows : Total area, 154,116 square miles ; arable land,

36,000 ; desert, 44,000 ; forests, 35,000 ; lakes and rivers, 1,700 square luilos ; grazing. 37,416. These estimates
are made from the most recent examinations and reports. The Commissioner of the General Land Oflice,

in his report upon California, estimates that " 80,000,000 acres are suited to some kinds of profitable hus-
bandry : of these, 40,000,000 are tit for the i)low, and the remainder present excellent facilities for stock-
raising, fruit-growing, and all the other kinds of agriculture. This agricultural area exceeds that of Great
Britain and Ireland, or the whole of the peninsula of Italy."

CLIMATE.

The climate of California has been the boast of its citizens from the time it became known, and has
been extolled by all travelers. Comparisons with pleasant Italy and sunny France are made, and the
climate of the State is said generally to resemble that of the countries bordering the Mediterranean.
Much of its high praise comes from the fact that the people are mostly from the northern Atlantic States,
and the contrast is so great between the mild temperature of California and the extremes of the East that
it has caused extravagance in its description. Meteorologists in delineating by isothermal lines the rela-
tive climates of the United States present Calitornia in favorable contrast with the Atlantic coast. None
of the lines commencing north of South Carolina touch tho Golden State. The Florida lino, while follow-
ing tho thirtieth parallel west of the Mississippi Valley, curves to the northward and strikes the Pacific near
our northern boundary. The same line indicates the climate of all our great valleys, only the elevated
regions and those ex|)osed to the cold ocean winds experiencing alow temperature.

The precipitous rise of mountains from the level of tho sea to an altitude of from one to throe miles in
height, gives a great range of temperature at all seasons of the year, perpetual winter reigning on the
mountain-tops, while the valleys show only the alternations of spring, summer and autumn. The seasons
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