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is also productive in agriculture. Silver, copper, and lead are found in the same sections, and invite the

capitalist to the devolopment of this resource.

Iron ore of great purity is found, and is successfully mined in Clackamas County, west of the Willa-

mette Hiver. Those bods are practically inexhaustible; and sitiuited as they are in the midst of majestic

forests, covered by a fertile soil, and on the banks of a navigable river, give proof of the grandeur of the

resources of Oregon. Hut the list of minerals of this groat State does not end here. Coal, one of the most
useful of all, is found in various localities, and is mined with some success. This mineral is found along

the coast and on the banks of the Columbia, convenient for shipping. At Cons Bay it is mined exten-

sively, and the mining towns of Newport, Eastport and Empire City, are thriving places. A line of coal-

carrying steamers ply regularly between Coos Bay and San Francisco, and many sailing vessels are

engaged in the trade. The coal region appears to-bo large, as the developments, encouraged by the success

of established enterprise, are extending the fields, and a number of new mines are opening. Besides

those upon which great operations are conducted, limestone, marble, salt, fire and potter's clay, and other

useful minerals are found, which will ultimately constitute sources of wealth, comfort and domestic
economv to the people of the State.

Thus it will be soon how richly is the country stored with all that is required for the comfort, luxury,

and happiness of man; with mines of the precious and useful metals, a soil of unsurpassed fertility, forests

of the grandest proportions, great navigable rivers; and over all is a genial sky, blessing it with a climate

of no extreme of heat or cold. This wealth is for the future. Population and development are required,

and those will rapidly obtain when markets are found for surplus products. Here, as elsewhere through-
out the Pacific Coast, all is in a condition of unrest, where but few persistently aim at the accomplishment
of a single object; but generally, with wild energy and unfixed ideas, are in pursuit of something soon to

be abandoned. As a consequence, business in every branch is like a gambling venture; property is valued
as the caprice of the multitude governs; fortunes vary with the tide, and full development is slow. The
V ry riches of the country make people unsteady, and only sudden wealth satisfies. Under a different con-

dition of business and ideas, perhaps after a period of stagnation, the resources will be developed iystem-
aticiilly, and advancement be rapid and permanent.

The manufacturing capabilities cannot be surpassed by any country in the world, not even England,
which, with its small area, has become the wealthiest kingdom on the globe. The many rivers, with
abundant water and rapid fall, furnish unlimited power, or its forests and bods of coal supply the fuel

necessary for propelling by steam all the machinery that could be required, and from the soil, the timber
and the mines, can be taken the material to be worked upon.

Commercially, Oregon is favorably situated. The sea coast harbors have been noticed. The Columbia,
with one of its principal branches, the Snake, wash its eastern and northern border, and the Willamette
and Umpqua and their branches give several hundred miles of inland navigation, so branching through
the farming, lumbering, and mining regions as to give the greatest accommodation to business. Those
rivers, mdreovor, are abundantly stocked with salmon, one of the highest prized fishes of the world, and
the capture and preservation of this engages a large capital, and the catch returns an aggregate of about
S;l',000,iiOO annually.

Railroads now come to the assistance of commerce, and are rivals of the free watercourses. The North-
ern Pacific, from Duluth, on Lake Superior, to Columbia River and Puget Sound, is tho great pro-
jected line of the north, and, when built, will have a groat influence on the prosperity of Oregon, although
not entering the State. The Puget Sound Division is completed, by which means rapid communication is

maintained between Oregon and the cities and towns of Washington and British Columbia. The Oregon
and California Railroad, the most important of the State, now extends from east Portland southward to

Roseburg in tho Umpqua Valley, a distance of 200 miles, whence stages continue to tho completed portion
of the California and Oregon Railroad at Redding in California. The Oregon Central Railroad runs on the
west side of the Willamette River, from Portland southward to St. Joseph, in Yamhill County, a distance of
about -50 miles. A groat road from some point on the Oregon and California, to join the Central Pacific at
or near Winnemuccfl, in the State of Nevada, is projected, and active steps have been taken toward the
commencement of operations. Thus this brief review shows the progress and wealth of the State, and_ an
examination of the resources give a bright promise of tho future. The resources, condition and physical
features of localities will be more completely noticed in the descriptions of counties and towns.
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