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boldt, as these opened an easy passage through the State from east to west, and became familiar to the
great mass of immigrants to California. The valleys of Walker River and the Truckee, the first south
and the other north of the Carson, contain some arable land; but the greater portion of the western, part
of the State is irreclaimably barren. In the north are Quinn'a River, Paradise, Independence, Owyhee,
and other valleys of large areas of fertile land. South of the Humboldt River, and through central and
eastern Nevada, the formation of the country is a regular alternation of mountain and valley, the former
bold and precipitous, at times broken by easy passes, and again extending like a strong wall for a hundred
miles in length; the latter possessing much fertile land, and improving in this respect as they are further
oast.

The mountains send down a great number of small streams of pure, cold water, which generally sink
soon after entering the valley. These streams furnish groat power for machinery; also, water for irriga-

ting large areas of land at the base of the mountains. The largest stream of Nevada is the Humboldt,
having a course from northeast to southwest of about three hundred and fifty miles, meeting the Uarson
from the southwest, and sinking in the lowest depression of the basin. The southeastern extremity of the
State reaches to the great Colorado River, which has been ascended by steamboats of light draft to Call-

ville, but with such difficulty as to forbid its use for navigation while other means of reaching the section
exist.

The resources of Nevada are chiefly mineral, though its agricultural, pastoral and manufacturing
capacities are of a high order. The minerals obtained are gold, silver, lead, copper, iron, antimony,
arsenic, salt, soda, sulphur, alum, manganese and plumbago in large quantities, and many other minerals
in different forms, usually combined with those mentioned. The abundance of silver has given it the
name of Silver State. Gold was first discovered in 1850, and was continuously though not extensively
mined until June, 1859, when search for it led to the discovery of the great silver-bearing ledge now bear-
ing the name of Comstock. The great value of this discovery soon became known, resulting in a fierce and
long continued mining excitement, which in a few years caused extensive explorations for gold and silver
throughout the section west of the Rocky Mountains, and made known the country until then placed upon
the maps as "unexplored regions." The bold prospector cautiously entered the vast and forbidding terra
incognita, and successively announced to the world the rich mines of Esmeralda, of Humboldt, Reese
River, Pahranagat, White Pine, and other localities; and now well traveled roads lead in every direction,
every valley and mountain has been explored, and farms, mining camps and cities are established in every
quarter.

_
The predominant interest is mining for silver. This metal is found mixed with gold in the Comstock

vein, the latter metal constituting about one-fourth its value, Gold is also found in many localities in
different parts of the State, and about S3O,000,OU0 of it has been obtained from Nevada. Tho total product
of the precious metals by this State since the discovery of the Comstock ledge in 1850 has been about
$185,000,000, of which 1155,000,000 have been taken from that great vein. The total gold product previous
to that discovery had amounted to about $400,000. Gold is also found in the_ central and northern part of
the State, in veins and placers, and in combination with copper, but tho silver is entirely free of it. In
those sections tho silver is in tho form of a chloride, antimonial sulphuret, or stetefeldtite, or coraloined
with lead. In every form the veins are numerous and are found in clusters, with one or more of groat
value in each, in nearly every mountain range or hill throughout the State. The veins of argentiferous
galena are large and valuable, and are found in great numbers in the counties of Lander, White Pine,
Nye, and Lincoln. These have been but lately developed, are producing largely, and adding greatly to
the general wealth of the country. In the first forms of tho ore the silver is obtained by crushing under
stamps, changing it by chemical processes from a chloride or sulphuret to metallic, and amalgamating
with quicksilver. In the second form, or when combined with lead, the ore is smelted in furnaces, pro-
ducing base bullion, which is again refined or shipped to various parts of the world for sale.

Copper-bearing veins of largo size and of a high percentage of metal exist in various parts of the State,
the most noted localities being in the Peavine District in Washoe County, Battle Mountain, in Humboldt
County, in Kingsley District, and other places in Elko County. Immense masses of very rich iron ore are
found in Nye County, but no steps have yet been taken to produce that useful metal from the abundant
supply with which the county is stored.

Salt, that most indispensable material of domestic economy, as well as in the reduction of silver ore,
abounds in extraordinary quantities. This mineral is usually found in beds, spread over the surface ia
tho lowest valleys, or in solid, crystaline masses beneath the surface. One of these salt bods, in the
southern portion of Esmeralda County, covers a surface of fifty square miles, from which millions of tons
of the pure chloride of sodium could be shovelled up ready for use for any purpose. In nearly every
county similar beds, though less in extent, are found ; and in Lincoln County is an isolated mountain
containing rock salt in immense masses, pure and as transparent as glass. The beds and mines of salt
furnish an inexhaustible supply, and when these are reached by railroad will constitute an importaat
source of wealth to tho State.

Beds of the carbonate of soda exist, where that mineral is found in great purity, and in such quanti-
ties that it is quarried like rock, or sawed in blocks like ice. Sulphur in equal purity is found in great
masses of hundreds of acres in extent and of unknown depth, also mixed with other minerals, constitut-
ing, with silica or quartz, the principal portion of the vein matter containing silver. Borax is obtained
in large quantities from extensive plains covered with a deposit of borate of lime, and the supply is such
that it has cheapened the article in tho markets of the world. These are chiefly found near Columbus in
Esmeralda County, and appear inexhaustible. Alum also exists in abundance, sometimes pure and again
mixed with sulphur and clay. Other minerals, clays, building stone, marble, fire-proof rock for smeltrng-
furnaces, agates, geodes, chalcedony, rubies, glass-making material of every variety, and thus through
the list, indicating a mineral wealth unsurpassed by any equal section of the globe.

The appearance of the State, however, is that of a desert. The plains are usually dry and covered
with the valueless sage brush, and the scant forests are of low and scrubby pine. But in the canons of the
mountains and in the valleys where irrigation is possible, are large areas of the most productive arable
lands. The naked flats, where no vegetation is seen, are beds of salt, soda, sulphur, or other valuable
mineral, and the rugged mountains are seamed with countless veins of the precious and useful metal's.

The climate shows no extreme of heat, cold, or storms, not even on tho mountain tops, where the
nearest approach to these extremes is felt. The elevation of the valleys is from 4,000 to (>,000 foot, but snow
seldom falls in them. The mountains are snow-covered in the winter, but never to such an extent as the
Sierra Navada, although their altitude is equal to that range. The winters commence in November, and
snow often falls as late as May. Tho summers aro short and dry, though heavy showers, accompanied by
excessive electrical explosions, occur in July and August. The fall months are usually warm and pleasant,
and health prevails all the year, few sections of tho world being less subject to disease than the elevated
region of Nevada.

The State is now crossed by the Pacific Railroad, which opens it to convenient access to the world,
having 44:{ miles of track within the borders of Nevada. This groat road runs from east to west, or from
tho northern part of the eastern portion to near the central part of tho west, and is the chief artery of
trade and travel. From it branch, at Reno, tho Virginia and Truckee Railroad, leading to Carson, Gold
Hill, and Virginia City, a length of road of 52 miles; and from Palisade, the Palisade and Eureka,
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