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the bay from near San Lorenzo to Alvarado. Hundreds of tons are here gathered from the

immense evaporating-pans prepared for the purpose, and sent to the refineries. The process is,

indeed, very simple. At Spring or high-tide, monthly, large quantities of water from the bay

are taken into large, shallow ponds, covering in some instances many acres ; here evapora-

tion and absorption reduce the wate'r to a heavy per cent, of saltness, when it is drawn off into

pans having earth-hardened bottoms, to complete the evaporation. The salt is then scraped

from these pans and sent to the refinery. This process is repeated monthly during the dry

season of the year. During the rainy season more rain falls than would equal the evapora-

tion, hence the work must be suspended.

The horticulturists of the county are among the most successful in the State, as can be

shown by their fine productions to be found in the various markets of the cities and towns.

Many of these are Portugese, who have been trained especially for this work.

The fruit-growers produce for the markets the most perfect, delicious, and varied fruits in

season.

The educational facilities are the pride of the people. "With a splendid system of com-

mon schools, under the direct supervision of a County Superintendent, whose time is given

exclusively to school management ; graded schools in all the important towns ; in some,

grammar and high-schools, with business colleges, academies, seminary and State university,

all within her borders, and well managed, if the children do not become learned men and

women it cannot be for want of opportunities.

Church organizations, representing all the leading denominations of the world, are so

located that those who desire may worship with the congregation of their choice.

Newspapers ably managed and edited with marked ability are issued daily and weekly

from almost every hamlet of the county. These, with the city papers, keep the people well

informed of passing events and late discoveries in science and art.

The spirit of public improvement manifests itself largely in railroads for steam and

horse ; in a splendid Court-house, costing §200,000, fine school- houses, etc., etc.

Oakland, the County-seat and principal city, is very beautifully located, just across San

Francisco Bay from the City of San Francisco, and has a population of nearlj7 30,000. This

young city has made very rapid strides from a small and unimportant town to a city whose

splendor and magnificence, whose commercial and manufacturing interests, present and pros-

pective, are second only to those of the metropolis. The great natural beauties thatsurround

it, in mountain, hill, meadow, wood-land, lake and bay, the very salubrious and agreeable

nature of the climate, and the many arrangements for the comfort of its people, will ever

make this one of the favored homes of those who know, or may learn, of its wonderful

charms.

Schools of the first-class, ably-managed churches of all denominations, ready and cheap

communication with the great city of the Pacific, all tend to render this the favored nucleus

around, and in which the millions will cluster in ages to come. Its boundaries are capable of

almost illimitable extension northward to and beyond the beautiful site of Berkeley ; and

southward, through East Oakland and Fruit Vale, a fine place for residences.
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