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of San Francisco, and Bennett's furniture factory. There is no
doubt that on the completion of the Oakland harbor improve-

ment, which will result in draining the marsh lands lying along

the northern line of the town, Alameda will have at least her

fair share of factories and workshops.

Alameda has a population of over 6,000, and ranks second in

the second county in the State. It was incorporated as a town
in 1872, and is conducted in the most economical manner. The
officers provided by its charter are as follows: A Board of

Trustees, consisting of live members, who serve without pay ; a

Board of Education, six members, whose services are also gratui-

tous: an Assessor, Treasurer, and Tax Collector, Surveyor and
Street Superintendent, Attorney and Clerk, Chief of Police, and
School Superintendent, the monthly pay of these officers aggre-

gating 8366.65. During the ten years of the town's existence,

the municipal taxation has averaged 68 cents on each $100 of

valuation.

The School Department of the town is an object of pride to its

citizens, there being a high school, two grammar schools, and
four primaries, with about 1,000 pupils enrolled therein. In the

department thirty teachers are employed, at an aggregate
monthly cost of §2,000. In addition to the public schools there

is a convent, in charge of the Sisters of Notre Dame, and two
kindergarten schools.

In the matter of postal facilities, Alameda, though too small to

receive any benefit from the free-delivery system, is specially

favored, having within her borders two post-offices, "Alameda"
and "West End," the former being located at Park Street, the

latter at Webster Street, two miles distant. As a matter of

course, there is telegraphic and telephonic communication with
the outside world.

The intelligence of the people will certainly not be disputed

when it is known that three weekly papei's are here published,

namely, the Encinal, now in its fifteenth year, the Argus, in its

sixth year, and the Neivs, aged two and a half years. The free

Library and Reading Room is a flourishing institution, having
on its shelves about 3,400 books, with a monthly circulation of

1,250 volumes. It is well patronized by people of all condi-

tions in life, and appears to have a firm hold on the public favor.

In the way of public buildings may be named the Park Opera
House, owned by a joint stock company, having a seating

capacity of 600, Tucker's, Holtz's, and Harmonic Halls, and the

Odd Fellow's and Masonic Halls. Odd Fellow's Hall, a fine, two-
story building, costing about 86,000, was built by Encinal Lodge
of Odd Fellows, and occupies one of the most prominent corners

in town.

Fraternal societies here have a most healthv growth, there be-
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