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San Leandro Bay Frontage Surrounded by Stone Property.

The territory east of Lake Merritt is developing more rapidly than

any other portion of Oakland. Sixty-five per cent of the present popu-
lation of our city resides east of Lake Merritt. For years they have voted
for improvements in other parts of Oakland and have receiA'ed no recog-

nition themselves. Twenty organizations representing East Oakland
people have requested that the purchase of this property be placed upon
the ballot, and the time has come when this portion of our city must be

considered.

I believe absolutely in the purchase and development of this prop-

erty and will not be swerved from my endeavors looking toward its

purchase, as I feel that it would be a crime should it be lost to the city.

The tentative valuation of $1000 per acre which has been placed on this

property is indeed low when its value is considered, and the absolute

knowledge that it will increase in value in a few years, while the city

will have forty years in which to pay off the bonds. I know that in no
other part of Oakland can land be purchased today at less than twice

this amount per acre, its industrial value being taken into consideration.

Long before the expiration period of the bonds I believe the property

will have paid for itself many times. Furthermore, I believe that this

should be included in a bond issue because I am of the oi^inion that no
bond issue can carry unless it has the support of the people of East Oak-

land, and I shall not support any measure that does not include their

just share of a bond issue.

I wish to reiterate that I stand for the principles outlined above

regardless of the consequences. I also favor again placing on the ballot

the purchase of the 1500 acres of redwoods as a public park for our

people. We of today must prepare for the city that is to be here in the

future, and I believe that were this matter to be placed again upon the

ballot that the people of Oakland would approve the purchase of this

beautiful area as a mountain park, something possessed by no other city

in America.

3000 Acre Area Ideal for liidUstTiai Development.


