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THE ART, BEAUTY AND USE OF ANTIQUES

The word antiques, is one that is much discussed at present, both favorably

and adversely. The adverse criticism no doubt arises from those who are not in-

formed in regard to the art, beauty and value of ANTIQUES, and have their

opinion upon articles that were written by some one who had no personal

knowledge, or from those who give no thought to the things that go to make up
the artistic and beautiful environments in the home life.

In the first place, it is a well known fact that anyone who is really interested

in the art of collecting antiques, naturally prefers to have an original rather than

copies or reconstructed pieces; for example, an original Rembrandt Picture or a

Whistler Etching lose all interest to the real collector if copied. The same applies

to Antique Furniture. Who would not prefer to possess an example of the Great

Chippendale, than a copy made by the neighborhood cabinetmaker? It may be a

good copy, nevertheless it is a copy. Of course no one wants a piece of Antique

Furniture unless it is in condition to use, and in the proper place, in the home.

Just because our forefathers made the pieces that they needed in their day, made
with crude tools out of soft pine, or other cheap woods that came to hand, so that

in passing centuries they become broken, is no good reason that you would want

them today to place in your home with other pieces of San Domingo Mahogany,

Rosewood and other beautiful hardwood pieces. However, these early American

pieces of home-made furniture have their proper place if left as heirlooms, and

treasured as such, and placed in proper settings in country houses or mountain

cabins.

There is another reason some people do not collect Antiques, because they say,

"We do not know we get the original pieces." It is a very simple matter to tell

them. First, by dealing with only established and first class dealers. With a

little care and time, one can learn the marks. The wood, cabinet work and hand-

made nails will show if the piece is old or not. In all libraries you will find

books which give these details, and once you have them learned the rest is easy.

Any dealer seeing that you know these ear-marks will know what you are look-

ing for. This information will be invaluable to one who desires Original Pieces.
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