
her soil. The first American school in California was duly opened on Monday,
the 3d day of April, 1848. As this was a movement of great moment to the in-

fant settlement, it is believed that the announcement of the school, as made by the"

Trustees in the columns of the " California Star," will interest the reader suiW-

ciently to warrant its introduction in this sketch. It was in the following form :

"School.—The school to be kept in the public school house of San Francisco
will commence on Monday, the third of April next, under the superintendence of

Mr. Thomas Douglass, a graduate of Yale Cohege, Connecticut."
"Mr. D. has had more than ten years' experience in the instruction of acade-

mies and high schools in the States, and has in his possession testimonials iKMii

the Trustees of those mstitutions which speak of him as a skillful and successl'ul

teacher, and as well qualified for the business of his profession. The undersigned
Trustees, therefore, cheerfully recommend his school to the patronage of the citi-

zens of this town and vicinity, confident that he will do all in his power to impart
a thorough education to pupils committed to his care."

" The terms of tuition will be as follows :—
For instruction in Reading, Writing, Spelling and Defining, and Geograpliy,

$5,00 per quarter. In the above branches, with the addition of Mental and Practical

Arithmetic, English Grammar and English Composition, |6,00 per quarter. In

any or all of the above, together with Mental and Moral Science, Ancient and
Modern History, Chemistry and Natural Philosophy, |j8,00 per quarter. In any
or all the above branches, together with Geometry, Algebra, Trigonometry, As-

tronomy, Surveying and Navigation, .'^10,00 per quarter. In any of the above,

together with the Latin and Greek languages, $12,00."
The great importance of this undertaking required that the teacher should

have an adequate compensation. To meet the case, the Town Council adopted
and published the following resolution :

" Resolved, That not exceeding four hundred dollars be appropriated to the

payment of the teacher of the public school in this place. Two hundred to be
paid at the expiration of six months, and two hundred at the expiration of twelve
months from the commencement of the school."

In the appointment of this salary there Avas a degree of economy, and in the

mode of disbursement a degree of caution, which we might look for in vain in the

subsequent golden age of California. The conclusion is evident, however incredi-

ble to the generation of gold seekers who soon followed, that the early settlers of

San Francisco had some other designs in view than the rapid accumulation of

wealth.

This first American school on the Pacific coast south of Oregon, though found-

ed apparently on a basis so safe and economical, had a short lived existence. In

less than a year the gold excitement was to sweep over the country like a whirl-

wind, and for a season to crush everything like intellectual and moral culture,

substituting the one all-absorbing passion for the accumulation of wealth.

Early in May, 1847, a public jneeting was held, and a committee appointed, for

the purpose of organizing a religious congregation, and erecting a place of wor-i

ship.
j

In the beginning of the same year there were about fifty houses, of all descrip4

tions. The largest number were built of adobes. They were mostly small, lowi

structures, consisting of one or two apartments, and were scattered about frorn;

Broadway to Happy Valley.


