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and the " Society of California Pioneers " was in consequence formed during August.

Wm. D. M. Howard was elected the President of the Society. News reaching the

city that squatter riots had occurred at Sacramento and Brighton resulting in the

death of several persons, the California Guard and Protection Fire Company, No. 2,

in response to a proclamation of the Mayor, repaired to Sacramento on the 15th of

August. The disturbances had been quelled before their arrival. The 29th of this

month was observed as one of sorrow for the demise, and respect to the memory of

President Taylor. A very large funeral procession, in which the military and fire

companies and other associations joined, proceeded through the streets, and to the

Plaza, where it was addressed by Hon. Elcan Hydenfeldt, who pronounced an eloquent

eulogy upon the departed hero. The Chinese, who had on the previous day been

presented with tracts, books and newspapers printed in Chinese characters, by the

Mayor and others, on the Plaza—formed a curious and picturesque feature in the

procession. They were richly and gaily 'dressed in their national costumes, and

excited much interest.

The march of improvement was visible on all hands. Its steps were rapid and

distinct. During September one of them appeared in the issue of the first "Directory
"

of the city, published by Charles P. Kimball. It contained about two thousand five

hundred names, printed in a duodecimo pamphlet of one hundred and thirty-six

pages. It may be interesting to compare that pamphlet with the present work, with

its sixteen to twenty thousand homes, long list of schools, colleges, churches and

public institutions, commercial establishments, foundries, miles of streets, wharves,

roads, cemeteries, hospitals, benevolent societies, halls, fire department, presenting all

the indications of a rate of progress scarcely conceivable in the short interval between

the two publications.

The efi'ects of the speculations of the past and present year began now to be felt.

The reaction came, real estate and goods became a drug, prices fell, confidence was

lost, a run was made upon the banks, merchants, bankers, contractors and others

failed, and many from the hight of apparent prosperity and wealth, were ruined

almost in a day. Immediately upon these events came the fourth great fire, on the

I7th of September. It destroyed nearly four blocks lying between Montgomery,

^Yashington, Dupont and Pacific Streets. Most of the buildings were wooden

shanties, and probably the damage did not exceed half a million of dollars. It

however ruined completely for the time, many industrious, but unfortunate persons.

However, hope revived, and the smoking ruins soon gave way to new improvements.

At this period, the city was advancing rapidly in improvements along the margin of

the bay, on the eastern front. Not only were stores being erected upon piles, over

the water, but to accommodate and facilitate commercial transactions, some ten or

twelve wharves had been commenced, and had been extended, some of them thousands

of feet into the bay.

The long suspense of the citizens in reference to the admission of California into

the Union, was put at rest on the 18th of October, by the arrival of the steamship

Oregon, which arrived that day, decorated with flags and firing salutes as an

indication that the long agony was over. The delay of Congress had given much

ofl'ense, and not a few had talked of an independent Pacific Republic. But at the

sight of the Oregon with the news she bore, every other thought died out before the


