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was directed to report all cases of sickness or distress to the

President.
Tiie President was vested with full power to do whatever be

deemed necessary tor the good of the Association, or members
of the Order. The Secretary was directed to receive all moneys,
and pay the same 10 the Treasurer. The Treasnrer was di-

rected to receive all moneys from the Secretary, and disburse
t!ie same on tlie warrant of the President, countersi^ed and
numbered by the Secretarv-.

The admission fee was fixed at live dollars.

It was ordered, that the regular meetings should be held every
Friday evening, at the President's office, on Third Street, be-

tween J and K.
The Association then adjourned.

A. M. WINN, President.

Daniel McLiBEK, Secretary.'

The foregoing are all the proceetJings of the

Association that have been preserved, the record

book having been lost during the flood of Janu-

aiy, 1850.

The Society continued to meet regularly, until

the number of sick members of the Order became

so great, that the active members had but little

time to bestow upon those whom they were ap-

pointed to attend. The cases of sickness became
so very numerous, that the members who were

able to attend to them, frequently became sick

themselves, from actual fatigue ; and some fell

victims to disease through their ovm acts of be-

nevolence. Soon after the organization, the whole
Association was resolved into one Committee of

Relief,—the members of which were constantly

on duty, and reported verbally to the President,

day and night. Their reports were frequently

of the most heart-rending character.

Cotemporaneous with the operations of the

Odd Fellows, was that of the Free Masons, who,

though without any special organization, acted

in concert with their brethren in relieving the

distresses of their fellow-men. The sanitory dis-

pensations of the associations alluded to above,

is but a reflex of wliat attaches itself to the Free

Masons. We were promised a detailed account

of their proceedings, from their first meeting in

this city to the present time, but have been dis-

appointed in obtaining it."

Son's ofTemperance—Templars of Honor.

Both these Orders are fairly represented in this

city. A. C. Manning, Esq., G. S. of the former,

in a letter of Sept. 24th, says: "The Order of S.

of T. now numbers about 160 active working

Divisions in this State, with a membership of

some 1,000. The Order was never in a more

healthy condition than at the present time, and

there is every indication of a prosperous future."

The Templars of Honor are a comparatively

new organization, but are rapidly gaining public

consideration and importance.

Society of California Pioneers.

The Society have two pleasant apartments on

the Plaza, fitted up for the enjoyment of the

members and their visitors, where the Anoients

assemble and mourn over the departed days

when the abundance of gold and its general dif-

fusion were the best protection against dishonesty

when pans of the rich dust hams, bologna

sausage, beans, etc., were promiscuously exposed,

equally without risk. Admirable moral atmos-

phere, albeit accompanied with the slight draw-

backs of mule locomotion, canvas houses, flannel

shirts, beds minus sheets, pillows and mattrass,

fleas, slap jacks, firied pork, and balls without

woman.

Tlie Mercantile Iilbrary Association

Has been so fbUy referred to on page 148, that

we deem it necessary only to append the report

of Mr. Moore, the Librarian, in reference to the

issue of books for the past month.

LianABiAN's Report for Seftembee, 1S56.

—

To the Board
of Direrlors of the Mercantile Library Association— Gentle-

men ; The whole number of books taken out of the library dur-

ing tlie past month was 978, consisting ot works in the following

brandies of literature, viz.:—Romance, 421 vols.; Biography,

92 : Voyages and Travels, 136 ; History, SO ; Belles Lettres. 70 ;

Science and Art, 30 ; Poetry, 40 : Law and Politics, 14 ; Relig-

ion, 5 ; Miscellaneous, 52 ; Eonnd Periodicals, 38.

The above shows an increase of ten volumes above the number
taken out of the library in August, with no remarkable atten-

tion to, or neglect of any of, the departments. Eight new sub-

scribing members have been added to the Association during

the month ; ten volumes of miscellaneous books have been pre-

sented to the Association by Wm. Gouvemeur Morris, Esq.

Meclianles' Institute.

We much regret that we are unable to give a

more full account of this interesting institution

than can be found in the Register.

California Academy of JVatnral Sciences.

The proceedings of this institution indicate

that California, pre-eminently distinguished as it

is for the devotion of its people to mere material

acquisition, yet has disthiguished exceptions.

The importance of the unpretending exertions

of these gentlemen, who shall estimate ? For

the names of ofBcers of this institution, location,

etc., the reader is referred to the Register.

Steamboatlng.

The history of Steamboat enterprise on these

waters, exhibits the same mutations which have

influenced all other business, magnified or aggra-

vated by the nature of the pursuit, and some

peculiar circumstances affecting it on this coast.

The country suddenly occupied by a numerous

population, totally without local supplies, and

with ample means to purchase the luxuries of

life, as well as its necessaries,—gave an impetus

to trade never before known in the history of

Commerce. The products of every portion of

the globe, commanded a ready market in San

Francisco—lunited only by the means of trans-

portation to the interior. The prices paid for

carriage of freight and passengers were so enor-

mous, that the proceeds of a single trip of one


