
404 SAN FKANCISCO DIRECTORY.

WHEELER & WILSON'S
FIRST PREMIUM

SEWING MACHINES.

REPORT
Of the Committee on Sewing Machines, at the

State Agricultural Fair, held at Marysville,

California, Angost, 1858:

The C!ommittee on the above class of labor-saving ma-

chines, having carefully investigated their properties and

qualitiss, Report, That those on exhibition at this Fair
are the productions of three of the ^principal houses for

this order of mechanics, all located in the Kastern States,

and are described as

No. 1. -WnJUEIiEIl & ^VTIiSON'S,
No. 2. GKOVBR & BAKEB'S,

And No. 3. SINGER'S.
We are so forcibly impressed with the entire perfection

and value of the machine numbered by us

—

1. WHEELER & WILSON'S,
That we shall proceed at once to give our opinion upon it.

Its-merits are:—Simplicity of construction ; adaptation to

almost every description of material ; rapidity of motion

;

ease of management; economy, from the circumstance
that a great saving of thread is realized, and its efficiency

as a Family Sewing Machine. Special attention is drawn
to the fact, that the stitch is alike on both sides of the fab-

ric sewn ; another important item being that basting in
most work is unnecessary ; and, further, that quilting,
hemming and gathering, are accomplished with great
facility.

WE FEEL IT IMPERATIVE UPON US TO RECOM-
MEND THIS MACHINE OVER ALL OTHERS TO THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR A SPECIAL PRE-
MIUM.
Accompanying the above Exhibit, are sundry specimens

of sewing, in Silk, Woolen, Linen, Cotton, Fine Leather,
and other goods. To these, they being of California woi-k-
manship, we award the HIGHEST PREMIUM.

2. GROVER & BAKER'S,
Is the next on our list, and as a Machine for the produc-

tion of Ornamental Work and Embroidery, it deserves a
fair sliare of notice. As a Family Machine, it is allowed
to be very generally useful, but the stitch is somewhat
fiaulty, from the circumstance of one side of the fabric sew-
ed presenting a chain, which is objectionable in many des-
criptions of work, where a perfect stitch is desired, as in
Class No. 1.

There is some beautiful work exhibited by Mrs. Ball,
both ornamental and useful, produced in California on the
above Machine, and we feel called upon to award to it the
SECOND PREMIUM.

3. SINGER'S,
The third and last on our list for Examination and Re-

port is known as above. The stitch is the same as that
produced by No. 1, although the process of taking it is dif-
ferent and more complicated. This Machine is adapted to
heavy goods, and is reliable from its perfect stitch. We
are inclined to the opinion that it is not likely to become
of so much service in family use as either of those Ma-
chines already described.

There is no variety of work on exhibition as the produce
of this Machine.

MRS. C. A. HATHWELL, ")

" H. M. GRAY, y Committee.
« T. B. REARDON, j

MARK BRUMAGLM and R. S. MESICK. on the Com-
mittee, defer to the above ladies in the merits of the Ex-
hibition.

Maktsville, 28th August, 1858.

REPORT
Of the Committee on Sewing Machines, at the

Mechanics' Fair, held in San Francisco,

CaUfomia, September, 1858.

Judges.—Paul Torquet, Mrs. S. B. Copeland, Henry
Willis, Henry Harmon, Mrs. R. S. Stratton, James
Devoe, Geo. B. Davis.

Five varieties of Sewing Machines were exhibited, from
four different inventors, to wit: Wheeler & Wilson, Gro-
ver <fc Baker, Singer, Uhlinger, and Landfear.
Of these, the three first surpass all other kinds, and are

so very nearly equal in point of perfection, that it proved
no easy task for the judges to decide as to the nice shade
of superiority that one might possess over the other.

H. C. Hayden, San Francisco. Agent for Wheeler &
Wilsons Sewing Machines. THESE, IN THE OPINION
OF THE JUDGES. ARE THE BEST ADAPTED FOR
FAMILY PURPOSES, AND FOR GENERAL USE IN
CALIFORNIA; they are simple in construction, thereby
being less liable to disarrangement ; they are easily taken
apart and readjusted. The stitch produced by them is

even and regular, and alike on both sides of the fabric;

it is the most difficult stitch to unravel of any produced by
sewing Machines : it is awarded A Diploma.

J. H. DcNNELL. San Francisco. Agent for Singer's Sew-
ing Machines. The stitch produced by these is of the same
kind as that of M'hceler & Wilson's, i. e., plain and alike

on both sides of the fabric; these machines turn out very
stong and beautiful work, and what little irregularity may
exist, is ascribed to the feed motion, which, being accom-
plished wholly by friction, is considered less certain than
the other systems in its operation. The mechanical ar-

rangement is, also, more complex, and liable to get out of
order. A Bronze Medal.

S. 0. Brigham, Sari Francisco. Agent for Grover &
Baker's Sewing Machines. These have some excellent
points; their stitch is elastic, strong, and very regular, but
it requires more thread than the two preceding systems,
and has the disadvantage of not being alike on both sides,

and is easier to unravel than the other kinds. It pro-

duces fine effect in embroidery, and the construction of
the machine is simple and very substantial.

A Certificate of Merit.

C. HowLETT, .Sin Francisco. Agent for Uhlinger's Sew-
ing Machines. These ])roduce a stitch similar to that of
the last mentioned machines.

C. F. Marwedel, San Francisco. Exhibited one of Land-
fear's small Pocket Machines. They are ingenious and high-

ly convenient for traveling pvirpuses; their main qualities

are their compactness, and the cheap price at which they
can be procured. The stitch produced is single threaded.


