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San Francisco. Six months afterwards, a census was taken, when it was found that

the population had increased to 459 persons; and now, in 1860, this—the me-

tropolis of the Pacific—numbers in population nearly 90,000 souls, and can boast of

an assessment roll of more than §35,000,000 ; in exports standing first, and in

imports and tunnage among the very first of the great ports of the Union. " Mar-

velous changes have occurred within a comparatively recent period. The solitude of

the desert has given place to the hum of industry, and the yell of the hunter is sup-

planted by the echo of the steam-whistle." The discovery* of gold gave an impetus

to emigration, from which San Francisco derived, in so short a period, the title of

City. Her growth was sudden ; there was no infancy to her history. An existence

of eleven years has given her rank among the cities of the world; and after passing

through the fiery ordeal and a series of financial abuses and disasters, she is now on

her onward march to wealth and greatness.

The Mission Dolores, the Presidio and the Golden Gate.

The future historian will not fail to direct attention to the fact, that the year which

gave birth to the great Western Republic on the Atlantic shore of North America,

also witnessed the first permanent settlement on the coast of Upper California. In

1770, two Missionaries of the Roman Catholic Church reached the bay of San

Francisco, and proceeded to establish a central point for their operations in civilizing

and christianizing the native tribes. Their names were Francisco Palou and Benito

Cainbon. They were natives of Spain, but came to this place from Mexico. Finding

a fertile tract of land, capable of irrigation, nearly two miles south of San Francisco,

they selected it for their home and founded a Mission, which they named Mission

Dolores, in commemoration of the sufferings of the Virgin. The Fathers evinced

much good sense in selecting the site of the Mission buildings, which was a small,

fertile plain, embosomed among green clad hills. Several tiny rivulets of clear, sweet

water, met about the spot, whose united streams were conducted to the bay by one

of a larger size, now well known as the Mission Creek. Among the first buildings

erected was the Church, which is still devoted to religious uses, while the adjoining

adobe buildings are now used for secular purposes. Some idea may be had of the

former extent of this Mission, when it is stated, that in 1825, it possessed 76,000

head of cattle, 3,034 horses, 820 mules, 79,000 sheep, 2,000 hogs, 456 yoke of oxen,

18,000 bushels of wheat and barley, $35,000 in merchandise, and §25,000 in specie.

Three miles west of the city and two miles north of the Mission, is the Presidio,

founded in the year 1777, to give military protection and aid to the Missionaries, in

the conquest and civilization of the Indians. The original buildings were constructed

in quadrangular form ; the portion still remaining has been occupied as a barracks by

the United States troops, since March, 1847. A small cove—agreeably situated

—

eastward of the Fresidio, where anchorage and shelter were had, was the original

port, and the landing place of the Missionaries, but in after years the cove of Verba

Buena was adopted by them as their harbor. Further west, at the northern

extremity of the promontory, near the entrance of the narrows, formerly stood a

* The first public notice of the discovery of gold, appeared iu the California Star, published at Monterey, on the

V2tli March, 1848, in these words :—"Gold lias been discovered in the northern Sacramento Districts—in Coloma

valley—about forty miles from Sutter's Fort.
-

' The discoverer was James W. Marshall, a mfll-wright then in the

employ of Captain Sutter; the month was January, 1848—the precise day is unknown.


