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tlic landscape. Collectively, these islets may 1"' considered as the most extensive

poultry yard in the world, for here may be found in myriads the birds described by

Buffon, as the GfuUlamot—the Uria Troile of Linnaeus—which lays its eggs upon

the bare rocks, The appellation of the Foolish Guillamot, has been given to this

Bpecies by Latham, from the tact of its being with difficulty roused to flight, and often

suffering itself to be caught by the hand, particularly during incubation. Audubon,

in his great national work, gives a charming account of the habit of this interesting

species, (.)/"«/•/•<•,) which is also well known to the eggers and fishermen of the North-

ern Atlantic. Some idea maybe formed of their numbers, when it is stated, that

each bird, during the season, lays but a single egg, and that since 1851 upwards of

five millions of their eggs have been sold in the San Francisco market. They are

of a pale green color, blotched with umber, and are much in demand in restaurants.

The egg-season' lasts about six weeks, from the middle of May to the end of June.

The bird of the most varied and brilliant plumage to be found here is the Tufted

Puffin ; though rather numerous on this coast, it is elsewhere very rare, as is the

Horned-bill Guillamot, which has been also seen and caught here. Of neither of

these had Audubon ever met with a living specimen. Here, also, may be seen the

huge seals, called sea-lions (Phoca Otaria Jubata). This species attains a weight of

3,000 pouuds. Occasionally they are very savage, particularly during the nuptial

season, when the fierce and bloody battles of the males render these isles of the

ocean, a very pandemonium. The title to these Islands is, most probably, in the Fed-

eral Government. However, the)' did not escape the avaricious eye of Limantour

as they were included in his "gigantic swindle." In 1851 some fishermen laid claim

to the South Farallon, and eventually a squatter pre-emption title vested in the " Pa-

cific Farallon Company," who also have acquired an absolute tax-deed (1857-58) to

the Islands, "less 1,401 feet than the whole of said Islands.'''' On the 30th of Decem-

ber, 1859, the Islands were again sold for non-payment of taxes.

Surveys of San Francisco.

In the spring of 1839, Governor Alvarado directed Alcalde F. Guerero,* to cause a

survey of Yerba Buena to be made, and to lay out streets and lots. In the fall of the

same year, and under his direction, Juan Vioget, a surveyor, made the first survey and

plan of \ erba Buena. That survey was bounded by Pacific, Montgomery, Sacramento

and Uupont streets. The original bounds of the new town were therefore very lim-

ited, in anticipation of futurity, as well as to supply current demand, additional sur-

veys were made by Jaspar U'Farrell, W. M. Eddy, and J. J. Hotf. From Market

Street, extending in a northerly direction, the streets run at right angles almost due

north and south, east and west. South of Market Street, from the eastern water-front

of the city to Wood Street, bounded by Mission Creek, they run south-west and north-

east, north-west and south-east. The streets in the Vioget survey are about 45 feet

* The following list of the Chief Magistrates, etc. of San Francisco, under the flag of the United States, may not be

devoid of interest:

—

Alcaldes or Chief Magistrates of San Francisco—1846, W. A. Bartlett. 1S47, Edwin Bryant. 1S47, George Hyde-

184S, J. Towuseud. ISiS, X. M. Leavenworth. 18l9, J. W. Geary.

Mayors qf the City of San Francisco—1850, J. W. Geary. 1861, C. J. Brenham. 1851, S. R. Harris. 1S52, C. J-

Brenham. 1853, C K. Garrison. 1884, S. C. Webb.

President* of the Supervisors of the City and County—1856, G. J. Wheelan. 1S56, E. W. Burr. 1858, E. W
Burr. lfo'J, H. F. Teschemacker.


