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tho Pi'csidio, which had been tho ombarcadero of tho Mission. In the year

named, W. A. Richardson, the Captain of tho Port, erected a tent on tho

beach; and in 1830, Jacob P. Loese built iho first house, where the St. Fran-

cis Hotel now stands, on thcyRorner of Clay and Dupont streets. Tho place

was then known as the Parage of Yerba Buena. In 1838 Mr. Leeso built

another dwelling on the southwesterly corner of Montgomery and Commer-
cial streets, which he sold to the Hudson Bay Company, whose agents and /'

servants formed nearly tho entire community. In 1839 Juan Vioget made
the first survc}' of Yerba Buena—bounded by Pacific, Montgomery, Sacra-

mento and Dupont streets. Up to the year 1843, this locality continued a

comparative wilderness; cattle roamed undisturbed where now are crowded

warehouses, and ravens croaked on the spots where peaceful dwellings stand.

^

In 1844 the village contained a dozen houses, and its permanent population

did not exceed fifty. In 1846 the houses had increased to 50, and the people

to 200, In September, 1847, the number of tenements was 157, and the

population neai'lj^ 500. In the same year the local name of Yerba Buena
was changed to that of San Francisco. A site so desirable for a city, formed

by nature for a great destiny, " on one of the finest Bays in the world, look-

ing out upon the greatest, the richest, and most pacific of Oceans—in the

very track of empire—in the healthiest of latitudes, such a site could not

fjiil to attract the attention of the expanding Saxon race." Commerce
hastened it; the discovery of gold consummated it. In April, 1848, the

town contained 200 dwellings, and a population of 850. In July, 1849, the

number of inhabitants had reached 5,000. By the State census of 1852 the

number then was 36,154; and now, in 1862, this, the Metropolis of the

Pacific, numbers in population, 90,000 souls, and can boast of an assessment

roll of fifty-five millions of dollars ! In exports standing first, and in imports

and tunnage among the very first of the gi'eat ports of the Union. Within
the past year, sand hills have been leveled, valleys have been filled in, streets

have been graded, sewers have been constructed, miles of gas-pipes have
been laid, and exhaustless supplies of pure water introduced. Substantial

fire-proof warehouses have been erected, and hundreds of dwellings have
been built. Who can foretell the future of San Francisco ? Her growth
was sudden ; there was no infancy in her history. Within but a few years,

her foundations have been laid, and after passing through the fiery ordeal

and a series of financial abuses and disasters, she now is on her onward
march to wealth and greatness.

View of the City.

For the information of distant readers, it may bo well to describe the lo-

cation of "The City We Live In." San Francisco stands upon the hilly
ridge which forms the barrier that separates the Pacific from the Bay, hav-
ing the ocean four miles on the west. The city is on the northeasterly
corner of this promontory; a series of lofty hills and sandy valleys originally
marked its site; the march of improvement has, howevei-, to a considerable


