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this Presidio were the Missions of San Francisco, Santa Clara, San Rafael,

and Sonoma. The original buildings were constructed in quadrangular

form; the portions still remaining continue to be occupied as a Barracks.

Here it is worthy of mention, that soldiers of three different nationalities

have been successively quartered in this venerable garrison. The Presidio

was founded on the 17th of September, and the Mission on the 9th of Oc-

tober, A. D., 1776. Those interested in the early history of the Mission and

Presidio, will find a very graphic account in Palou's life of Junipero Serra.

Port Point, the Golden Gate, and the Bay.

On the northwesterly extremity of the peninsula of San Francisco, four

miles from the cit}'-, there stood, in early times, a bold, narrow, jutting pro-

montory of hard serpentine rock, 107 feet above the level of the sea, sur-

mounted by a small Mexican fortification, called Fort Blanco. The view

from this point was one of the finest in the harbor ; but the entire headland

has been cut down within a few feet of high water, and increased in area to

make room for the present noble and substantial structure, known as Fort

Point. It was commenced in 1S54, and is four tiers in hight, including the

battery in the reai-, mounting in all 164 guns, with accommodation for 2,400

men. The ordnance here and at Alcatraces combines all the improvements

and appliances of modern warfare. A light-house and a fog-bell adjoin the

Fort. The precipitate and rocky coast of California, which, in this parallel,

from Monterey north, presents scarcely an indentation, here suddenly breaks

asunder, causing the great cleft, or fissure in the coast range, known as The

Golden Gate—the distance across, between Fort Point on this side, and Lime

Point on the opposite shore, being one mile and seventeen yards. Here the

tide varies about seven feet. The Bay of San Francisco, of which the Golden

Gate forms the entrance, was not discovered till the end of October, 1769,

when Don Gaspar de Portala,the first Governor of California, encamped on its

shores. "Although navigators had passed it, anchored near it, and actually

gave its name to adjoining roadsteads; yet it is most remarkable, that the

clouds which concealed its entrance had never been lifted, and that it was at

length discovered by land." The Bay is formed by the confluence of the

blended waters of the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers. The former,

with its tributaries, draining the rich agricultural valleys and the auriferous

slopes of the Sierra Nevada from the north, as the latter does from the south.

It affords the finest and most commodious harbor on the Pacific coast of the

United States, extending in a southerly direction about 40 miles, parallel

with the ocean, from which it is separated by the peninsula forming the

counties of San Francisco and San Mateo, varjnng from five to twenty miles

in width. When the geographical position of San Francisco is considered

—

holding the keys of the commerce of the Northern Pacific—looking upon

Asia and the teeming population of the Indies, and the case with which it

can be connected with the great seaports of the Atlantic, and thence with


