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The Public Schools of this city were organized in

1851 by Act of the Legislature. Within live years

from that date, there w-ere only six schools es-

tablished, for the support of which, the Common
Council appropriated, during the year 1855 $97,335,

a sum wholly inadequate to supply the most ordinary

wants of the schools.

The school accommodations, if we may use such

a term in speaking of the miserable hovels in which

the first schools were kept, were of the most meager

and nondescript character.

The educational affairs of the city were intrusted

wholly to the Common Council, which embarrassed

with debt and exposed to the attacks of men inimical

to the common school system, the School Department

for several years struggled for existence. Happily,

a new era in the history of our Public Schools has

begun. The School Fund is now annually supplied

with ample treasure, by a generous public ; the

present school houses, if not numerous, are at least

commodious and with but few exceptions, creditable

in appearance ; and, w'hat is still more important,

the schools afford the children of the community,

every needed facility for acquiring a practical educa-

tion, and if desired, no insignificant preparation for

the learned professions.

From the report of the Superintendent of Public

Schools we gather the following statistics :

The Public Schools are, principally, classified, as

High, Grammar, and Primary ; the schools for spe-

cial instruction are designated, as Evening, Normal,

Model, Colored, and Chinese.

The course of study in the High School is arranged

for three years, and embraces the ordinary English

branches, natm'al sciences, higher mathematics and

modern languages. The Grammar Schools have four

grades or classes ; the Primary six grades. To com-

plete the entire course of study in the schools, a

period of ten years is required for a pupil who enters

the lowest Primary grade, which he may do at the

age of six years.
The course of instruction prescribed for all the

grades is well defined and systematic ; and the text

books in use are of the most approved character.

The regulations for the government of the schools

are contained in the manual of the Board of Educa-
tion, and for the proper observance of their pre-

scribed duties, teachers are amenable to the Board.

The powers and duties of the Board are regulated

by statute. There are at present 96 teachers em-
ployed in the schools, of whom 80 are females and
16 males. In general, the latter occupy the position

of Grammar Masters, and the former, that of Prin-

cipals of Primary Schools. The examination of

candidates for position in the schools is held semi-

annually, according to public announcement, in May
and December, at which time, the applicants are all

subjected to a rigid examination of their qualifica-

tions. Those who pass through this ordeal, success-

fully, receive a certificate, which entitles them to

teach in the Public Schools for a period of two
years, unless revoked by order of the Board of

Education, for immoral or unprofessional conduct
upon the part of the holder. Before receiving the

certificate all teachers are required by Act of the

Legislature, to take the ''Oath of Allegiance."

The average cost of tuition for each pupil attend-

ing the schools, during the last fiscal year, was $14
per annum, estimating alone the amount paid for

salaries of teachers ; or, $21 per annum, if all the

school expenditures be included in the calculation.

The rate of tuition in this city is considerably higher

than that reported by the School Departments of

other cities. That this should be the case, however,
will not affect any Califomian with surprise.

The attendance of the schools has been rapidly

increasing, of late years, so that now the school

houses in all parts of the city are crammed to reple-

tion. During the past school year, additional rooms

either in new school houses or in rented buildings

have been furnished for nearly 900 pupils, yet the

applications made for admission are still so numerous
and so urgent, that a large appropriation of the

School Fund for the erection of new school houses,

is clearly demanded.

In consequence of the Umited supply of school

accommodations, especially, in the southern portion

of the city, hundreds of our citizens have been com-

pelled to seek in private schools the means of

instruction for their children.

So fai' as we can learn from the views expressed

on this subject by tax payers, we are led to believe


