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trv and their families. For the dying also the Com-
nilfsion has a work to do, iu directinj^ the last

thoii,uhts of the de|nirtiiifr soul to Jesus Christ, who
died for our salvation—that heing justified by faith

iu Hiui, it may depart in Peace. The last me'ssages

for home also are recorded, and with such memen-
toes as are found on the dying man, faithfully trans-

mitted to al)!<(Ut friends.

The liusincss of the Commission is only com-
menced on the hattletield, for its delegates follow

tl)e wounded to the hospitals, and perform an inval-

uable work among them as nur.ses, cleansing their

wounds, wasliing their clothing, administering med-
icines and cordials, supjilyiug comforts—and, iu a
word, doing every thing that a parent iu like cir-

cumstances would do to a sutferiug son. And when
death claims its victims, and the bodies of those who
have died for the country's cause are about to be

consigned to the grave, performing over tlieir re-

mains the last ottices of religion, and after having
secured to them the rites of a Christian burial, care-

fully noting the spot, for the information of the

friends of the deceased.

That the work of the Conmiission is faithfully and
efficiently [)erformed, we have a suffiiU'Ut guarantee

iu the names of its officers and agents at the East,

among whom are found the most prominent of our

ministers and lay-brethren—such as Rt. Rev. Bishop

C. P. Mcllwaine, Bishop E. S. Janes, Rev. Rollin

W. Neale, Rev. James Eells, Rev. M. L. R. P.

Thompson, Geo. H. Stuart, Esq., Jay Cooke, Gen.

C. B. Fisk, etc., etc.

The work of the Commission on this coast has

been most ably represented by Rev. Dr. Patterson

and Geo. J. Mnigins. On the arrival of these gen-

tlemen at San Francisco, a public meeting was
called, and a branch of the Commission organized

for the Pacific Coast. This organization has been
active in its work, and has received and transmitted

to the Central Commission in Philadelphia over

$100,000, the tree contributions of our fellow citi-

zens for our sufi'eriug brethren in the armies at the

East. Over §.50,0U() of this sum was furnished by
the Ladies' Christian Commission, the proceeds of

the Fair held by them, and of collections and mem-
berships.

These two institutions are permanently organized

on this coast, as tlie almoners of the people's bounty
to the army in their peculiar sphere of effort. The
Comniission desires to do just what a Christian

parent would do, were his own son lying before him
as the sufierer. In doing this work they ask for aid

from all Christian and benevolent people, not alone

that the pains of the wounded may be removed, biit

that also the kind-hearted donors may feel in their

own bosoms the conscionsness of having done
Christ's work to Christ's poor on earth. " Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto the least of these my breth-

ren ye have done it unto nie."

Donations will be received by P. Sather, Esq., at

the banking house, Montgomery Street, and Dr.
Keeney, Folsom Street, near Second, and by any of

the officers of either Society.

Hospitals.

There is, perhaps, no city in the world of its age

and population better supplied with public and pri-

vate hospitals than San Francisco. Essentially cos-

mopolitan in the constituent parts of its population,

and embracing as it does representiitives from all

portions of the globe, each nationality has its benev-

olent associations, one of the principal objects of

which is to make ample provision for the care of its

sick. The greater portion of those unfortunates,

injured by the casualties so constantly occurring in

the mines, resort to San Francisco for medical and

surgical treatment ; hence it is that the public and

private hospitals of the city are almost constantly

crowded.

The following comprises the leading inetitutions

of this character located here :

THE UNITED STATES MARINE HOSPITAL.

Tliis spacious brick linililing, two hundred feet

long by one hundred feet in wiilth, and four stories

high was erected by the U. S. Goveriuiient on the

Government Reserve at Riucon Point, in the year
18.53. It is capable of containing several hundred
patients, and is devoted exclusively to the use of the

sick and disabled belonging to the national and mer-

chant marine service, including landsmen engaged
in the iidand and coast trade. The number of pa-

tients admitted each year is about 1,'JOO, and the

number of annual deaths near forty-live ; the aver-

age number of patients is about one hundred and
twenty-five. The officers in charge of the hospital,

who are appointed l)y the Government, are a Sur-

geon, Apothecary, Steward, and Matron.

THE CITY AND COUNTY HOSPITAL.

This spacious building, which is of brick and three

stories high, located on the comer of Stockton and
Francisco streets, was opened for the reception of

patients iu July, 1857. It is calculated to accommo-
date comfortably about one hundred patients. The
lower floor is occupied by the offices of the Resident

Physician and attendants, with a surgical ward,

and cells for the safe keeping of insane patients.

The second floor is occupied by surgical patients,

dining hall, apothecary's room, contractor's store-

room, and kitchen. The medical patients are allowed
the third floor, a number of small rooms in the rear

being set apart for the female patients. During the

past year important additions have been made, ma-
terially enhancing the accommodations. The sup-

plies of the hospital—food, fuel, lights, and wash-
ing are furnished by contract. The officers are one

Visiting and one Resident Physician, Apothecary,

and Contractor.

The most liberal provisions are allowed by law
for the maintenance of this useful institution, viz.:

for 1863, contingent expenses, $li0,0U0 per annum;
repairs, $6,000; furnishing, $1-J,()00: improvements,
$•,'.5,000 , also, for support of a Small Pox Hosnital,

$6,000 per annum ; for 1864, to improve and enlarge

the present buildings, an addition to the sum uow
allowed by law of $125,000.

ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL.

This is the most extensive private hospital in the

City of San Francisco, and is under the charge of

the" Sisters of Mercy. The portion completed is one

hundred and sixty feet iu length by seventy -five

in width, built of brick, and four stoiies high.

The ceilings are lofty, the rooms well lighted and
ventilated, with warm, cold, and shower baths on
each floor, and lighted with gas throughout. In ad-

dition to twelve spacious and commodious wards,

furnished with all that is to be found in the best

regulated sanitary institutions, there are a number
of private rooms neatly fitted up and completely

arranged for the accommodation of patients. The
officers of the hospital are: Sister Miuy Russell,

Supeiior; Visiting' Physicians: Drs. R. Beverly

Cole, J. P. Whitney," and H. Gibbons; Resident

Physician: Maximilian Cachot; Druggist: Edward
O'Dougherty.

MAISON DE SANTE.

This hospital, founded by the French Mutual
Benevolent Society, was opened March 15, 1858. It

is a brick buildini;, situated in the center of a hun-

dred vara lot, and is sui rounded with trees and shrub-

bery, forming a pleasant promenade and exercising


