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The contract for carrying the United States Mails by the

Overland Mail Company began on the 1st day of July, 1861,

to continue for a period of three years, which time has expired,

and the contract for the whole service (letter Mail) from Atch-

ison, Kansas, via Salt Lake, to Folsom, California, has again

been let by Postmaster-General Blair, to Mr. John A. Leeshand,

of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, at $750,000 per annum.

The schedules for the running time are arranged so as to form

one continuous line from Atchison, Kansas, or St. Joseph, Mo.,

to Folsom, California, and back, conveying the Mail each way in

sixteen days eight months in the year, and in twenty days four

months in the year.

SACRAMENTO AND PORTLAND MAIL.

Leaves Sacramento and Portland daily, (Sunday's excepted).

Distance, 650 miles. Schedule time, eight days. California

Stage Company, Contractors.

SAN FRANCISCO AND LOS ANGELES MAIL.

Daily, (Sunday's excepted). Distance, 450 miles. Schedule

time, three and a half days. McLaughlin & Fuller, contractors.

CURIOSITIES OP THE DEAD LETTER OFFICE.

Letters are daily examined in the Dead Letter Office at Wash-

ington, for the purpose of selecting those with valuable enclos-

ures. A clerk of inquiring mind, who had that duty to perform

one day, ascertained at his leisure that there were only 375, out

of 6,850, without a P. S., and some contained three.

Here are some specimens of the thousand-and-one ways in

which correspondents terminate their letters :

—

" Excuse my way of speling, for you now me.

" Your friend,

" Sam."

" David, if you don't get ray letters, I don't want you to think

I don't write to you. A kiss—and then I will leave you for this

time. I love you as I love my own life. I remain your true

lover until death.

" From Mary."


