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Officers—Jame» P. Flint, President; J. B. Scotch-

ler, Secietary. OlKce, Boulh-eaut corner Front and
Calil'ornia.

fireman's fund insurance company.

Orfiauized iMay Ist, 18G3; capital, $500,000, fully

paid ill gold coin. One-fonrth of all the Directors

are active or exempt nienilMjrs of the San Francisco

Fire Department. One-tenth of its net insurance

earnings are divided among the various Fire De-
partments of the State, to be dedicated to charitable

purposes. Having becouie established on a tirm

basis the company solicits a share of public patron-

age, and guarantees that all its losses shall be paid

in United Stat«s gold coin. Office, No. Iii38 Mout-
goniery Street.

OJficers—S. H. Parker, President ; M. Lynch,
Vice President; W. H. Patterson, Attorney ; "C R.

Bond, Secretary.

CALIFORNIA HOME INSURANCE COMPANY.

This company was organized in 1864, under the

laws of this State, with a capital of $300,000. It is

composed of gentlemen of wealth and standing, and
well known to the business counnunity. They in-

sure against loss or damage by lire on all brick and
frame buildings, merchandise, dwellings, furniture,

etc., and pay all such losses in United States gold

coin. From' the responsibility of its Directois and
the competent business capacity of the officers in

charge of its affairs, this company will soon rank
second to none of its class on tliis coast. The office

is located at Nos. "22i and 226 California Street.

Officers— B. F. Lowe, President ; J. G. Parker,
Jr., Secretary.

PACIFIC INSURANCE COMPANY.

This company, which was organized July 14th,

1863, with a capital stock of $7oO,()00, insures against

loss or damage by lire. The Board of Directors is

composed of the best known and reliable business
men and capitalists of the Pacific Coast, and the
stockholders represent a larger amount of capital

than almo.^t any other company on the continent.

The Capital is all paid up in gold coin, and recogniz-

ing in its tallest extent the law of individual liabil-

ity, this company otters the best possible guarantee
to the insured, and establishes an institution in this

important department of which every citizen taking
any interest in tiie welfare and prosperity of Pacific

institutions may feel a just pride.

Officers—Jonathan Hunt, President; A. J. Ral-
ston, Secretary. Office 436 California Street.

CALIFORNIA INSURANCE COMPANY.

This company was incorporated February 23d,

1863, with a subscril)ed capital of $200,000, divided
into twenty shares of $10,000 each. It is the pioneer
of all the insurance corporations in our city, and the
gentlemen owning its stock were the first who had
the courage to assume the personal liabilities im-
posed by onr State Constitution on stock holilers, in

a business supposed to be preeminently hazardous.
For the nuitual protection of each other and of the
insured, with reference to this liability, unusual care
was taken to admit only such stockholders as were
of undoubted responsibility ; and to prevent sales of
stock to irre^pollslble parties, all the receipts of the
company, less taxes, expenses, and losses, are re-

tained on hand, and no dividend can be declared
until the entire original capital has been earned from
the proceeds of the business. The company has thus
far prospered. Its officers are well known and ex-
perienced underwriters, and they have won for the

office a character for prudence in taking risks and
liberality in paying losses. Owing to the substantial

character of its stockholders, the peculiarities of our
State laws, and of the by-laws of the company, the
California Mutual is probably the strongest marine

office in the United States; for not only are its capi-

tal and accumulations subject to the claims of creffit-

oreaud the control of Stale olhcers, but after these
are exhausted the stockholdeis remain personally
liiible for the excess in the same manner as if they
had each signed the policy on the plan of the Lloyae
of London.
This company divides ten per cent, of its profits

on open policies, among the holders of such policies,

on the second Monday of January in each year, in

lieu of the scrip returns of Eastern marine compa-
nies. All its transactions are made only in gold
coin. Office 318 Califoniia Street. C. T.'llopkins,

Secretary.

OCCIDENTAL INSURANCE COMPANY.

Incorporated \SGb; capital, $300,000. This com-
pany has been but a few months in existence, and it

liHs already accumulated a large amount of business.

The directors comprise some of our most active and
responsible business men, which cannot fail to secure
for its future a reputation for promptness and liber-

ality.

Officers—Henry B. Piatt, President ; J. Greene-
bauni, Vice President : K. N. Van Brunt, Secietary.

Office souto-west corner California and Montgomery
streets.

UNION INSURANCE COMPANY.

Incorjiorated 186.5 ; capital, $750,000. This com-
pany, althouijh recently organized, has attained a
position equal to any of the home companies. Its

affairs are managed with energetic ability, and from
the well-known character of its officers, the amplest
security is ottered to those vvlio desire the protection

of the company.
Officers—Caleb T. Fay, President; Charles D.

Haven, Secretary. Office 416 California Street.

CALIFORNIA LLOYDS.

This association, organized in 1861, upon the plan

of the London Lloyds, includes in its list as under-
writers many of our wealthiest citizens. Its risks

are exclusively marine; and its losses are promptly
paid in gold coin. G. Touchard, Secretary. Office

418 California Street.

libraries.

It may be set down as a fixed fact that there is no

surer indication of the progression and prosperity of

a community, than the number an<l condition of its

libraries. In this department San Francisco may
safely challenge competition with any city of its age

in the range of civilization. The Public Libraries

are numerous and respectable, and notwithstanding

the activity and energy exhibited by her citizens in

every department of life, the statistics of these insti-

tutions prove beyond controversy that they are at

the same time essentially a reading people. Not

physical alone, but mental activity is a prominent

characteristic of our population.

In addition to these libraries several of the hotels

of the city are provided with large and well selected

collections of books for the use of guests. That be-

longing to the What Cheer House numbers about

5,000 volumes of well selected works, connected

with which is an extensive cabinet of specimens in

natural history, and a largo number of paintings,

with a marble bust by Powers, copied by that artist

from his statue of California, and a fancy head in

marble by Gault, an eminent sculptor, which works

of art, selected by the proprietor, Mr. Woodward,


