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orders hein<j well preserved in each. The second story is set back about ten feet on the firsit, and

the third the same distance on the second, fbrniin!? outer oriiileries which, laced by a highly-

ornamented balustrade sarmonnted by vases, imparts to the facj ide of the building a majnilicent

appearance. This edifice is said to compare favorably with modern structures of the kind in the

Atlantic States and Europe.

The .Mercantile Library Building—located on the north side of Bush, between Sansom
and Montgomery streets, is another of those improvements so creditable to the city—begun in

the preceding but finished only within the present year, its final completion having been iftcted

in June, 1868. 'i'his building, comprising three stories and attic, has a frontage of si.\ty-nine

feet on Bush street, with a 3epth of one hundred and thirty-six feet; and cost, lot and lurni-

ture included, .^236.236. It is modeled after the modern Italian stj'le, surmounted by a Mansard

roof. 'I'he front, which has an elevation of sixty-five feet to the cornice, is composed largely of

iron, wrought into elegant and elaborate designs. The ground floor is occupied by stores and

an extensive lecture-room, with supper-room, dressing-room, etc , adjoining. On the second story

is the library-room, smoking and chess-room. ladies' parlor, and apartments for the use of the offi-

cers of the Association. The third floor is devoted to the reading-room, museum, and art gallery,

while the attic, consisting of twenty-four rooms, is let for various purposes, many of the apart-

ments being used as studios by some of the leading San Francisco artists.

In this category may also be placed the Pacific Insurance Company's Building, corner of

California and Leidesdorff streets ; the Fireraans' Fund Insurance Company's Building, corner

of California and Sansora streets ; and that of the Merchants' Mutual Marine Insurance Com-
pany, on California street, between Montgomery and Sansom—the former costing S80.000, and

the two latter, S60,000 each, together with the large four-story iron-front block, erected on

Sansom street by Murphy, Grant & Co., at a cost of $170,000 ; and the Lick House addition

costing ^175,000.

Of buildings begun and finished, or brought nearly to completion within the year, we are con-

sidering the most important

:

Hayward's Building—corner of California and Leide?dorfF streets, fronting fifty-eight feet

on the former, and running one hundred and thirty-four feet on the latter. It comprises three

stories and basement ; is of the same style of architecture as the Merchants' Exchange situate

near it ; and is at present principally occupied with insurance, brokers, and other offices, though

constructed with a view to serving for banking purposes, being supplied with three burglar

proof iron vaults of unusual strength and capacity. This building cost $170,000, exclusive of

the lot on which it stands, it having been put up with almost extravagant solidity.

Young Men's Christian Association Building.— This elegant and commodious structure,

situate on Sutter street, between Kearny and Dupont, has a frontage of fifty four feet, with a

depth of one hundred and twenty feet. It consists of two stories and basement, with Mansard

roof overlooked by a tower, and contains a Reading Room, Lecture Hall, Library, lodging and

bath rooms, with gymnasium and other facilities for physical recreation and intellectual improve-

ment. The front is composed of blue sand stone wrought after the Veuitian style. The build-

ing and lot, which cost about $75,000, are now valued at $100,000.

The New California Theater—On Bush, between Kearny and Dupont streets, now in

course of construction and to be completed about the end of the present year, promises to be

one of the most massive and substantial edifices in the city, having a frontage of one hundred

and sixty-five by a depth of one hundred and thirty-seven and a half feet, the foundation

walls being four and a half feet thick. Two and a half million bricks and an immense quantity

of iron have been employed in the construction of this building, which, when finished, will cost

over $150,000, the value of the lot being estimated at an equal sum. The theater, which is to

occupy the rear portion of the lot, the front being devoted to business purposes, will be eighty

by one hundred and sixty-five feet, a broad corridor which forms the main entrances giving

access to the lobbies, which are also very spacious. Near the main entrance to both the par-

quet and dress circle are parlors and cloak rooms. A corridor passes entirely round the dress

circle, ample doorways leading from it into the auditorium, which has a width of seventy with

a depth of eighty feet. The gallery is approached by a broad stairway opening into an ex-

tensive lobby, whence by another flight of stairs the upper tier is reached. Care has been

taken to insure good ventilation, while ample exits have been provided enabling the house to

be emptied in a few minutes should occasion require. The ceiling will be fifty-one feet above

the main floor. The stage, eighty feet wide by seventy deep, is to be furnished with all modern

improvements and every appliance requisite to secure scenic efFdct. The proscenium will be forty

feet high and forty-two feet wide, surrounded by a panel of grand proportions.

Over the stores there is to be a hall fifty feet by ninety, and thirty feet high, to be used for

concerts, lectures, etc. A hall, forty by fifty feet, at the west end will constitute the stage




