
C. p. VAN SCHA_&.CK fit CO., Nos. 712, 714 and 716, Kearny Street.

GENERAL REVIEW. 51

weie exhibited by Mr. Heveiin at the late Mechan-
ics' Fair, wliere they attracted much and very fav-

orable attention.

C1G.A.RS.—The manufacture of cigars in this city

affords employment for a greater number of persons
than any other branch of trade. Tiie number of

lirnis engaged is ninety-six, of which forty-two are
Chinamen. The aggregate number of hands is near-

ly two thousand, of which about seventeen hundred
are Chinese. The quality of the cigars made is

superior, and large amounts of the best Havana
tobacco are imported for the finest brands.

CalifoRiVia Wines and Brandies.—The total

wine crop of the State in 18(58 was estimated, by
many competent judges, at about seven million gal-

lons, it being nearly double the amount of any pre-

ceding vintage. About one-third of this quantity

was produced in the district around Los Angeles,
nearly the same amount in Sonoma, Napa, and So-

lii no counties, and the balance mostly in the coun-
ties containing the foot-hills of the Sierra Nevadas.
As a whole, the wine made in 1868 showed a marked
improvement, in average quality, over the vintage
of preceding years. This fact, in connection with
the increasing vineyards, presage the importance
the wine crop is likely to attain in future, when
skill and experience in the business are acquired by
our growers. Another feature in the wine trade,

which has become quite noticeable during the past

year, is the increasing favor in which wines made
in the middle portion of the State are held by con-

sumers. The wines made in Sonoma and foot-hill

districts are becoming more sought after and at in-

creasing prices, while those of the Los Angeles dis-

trict are correspondingly neglected. One cause for

the improvement in the wiues in the middle poition

of the State is the increased quantity of foreign

varieties of grapes produced ; the vines in most
cases having just come into full bearing. These
grapes possess all the fine qualities of flavor and
keeping that distinguished the parent stock in the

best wine districts of Europe ; the fruit produced
here, as a general rule, being of superior quality.

The three principal wine-producing counties of the

Stite, in their respective districts, are Los Angeles,
Sonoma, and El Dorado, the last named having
lately come into prominence from its wines being in-

troduced into the San Francisco Market. This
couiity, in common with others in the foot-hills of
the Sierra Nevadas, enjoys a climate peculiarly
favorable to the perfect ripening of all varieties of

grapes, the average temperature from the first of
JLiy until October ranging about eighty degrees
Fahrenheit. This equableness of temperature is

caused by the coast winds being heated while pass-

ing over the Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys,

tlms preventing great changes of heat or cold, and
at the same time absorbing all moisture, prevents
mildew, which latter in the coast counties is at pres-

ent very prevalent and injurious to the grapes.
The wine crop of the present year (1869),

thronghout the State, has proved a small one, it not
averaging lialf that of last year. The quality of
the wine made is, however, reported as promising
unusual excellence; the grapes, as a rule, having
been of very fine flavor. The decrease in the

vintaire is the" result of various causes in tlie ditt'er-

ent districts of the State ; extreme heated terras in

the Sierras having destroyed vast quantities of
grapes as if by fire, more especially the tender
foreign varieties, and in Sonoma the mildew or
Old/ urn of France. This last disease has been preva-
lent in.some portions of the coast for several years,
but its ravages havnig not been very marked had
not hithertoattracted much notice.' During the
present year it has, however, largely increased in

virulence, and if not attended to, promises to seri-

ously diminish the product of 1870, and possibly de-

stroy the larger portion of foreign varieties of vines
grown in the district. The evil has attained such great
proportions that extensive preparations have been
made to combat it by some of the most prominent
growers in Sonoma Valley. These parties intend
trying the sulphur treatment, which proved so ben-

eficial with the same disease in France some years
since.

The brandy made in California, in 1868, was of

limited quantity, owing to arbitrary and oppressive
restrictions from the Internal Revenue Department.
The quality of the brandy made, however, was gen-
erally superior to that of other years, mostly owing
to increased care and improved distilling apparatus.
Very large shipments have been made to Atlantic

ports, where the article is in high favor, owing to its

moderate price
,
purity, and fine flavor. The amount

of brandy made this year promises to be very lim-

ited, owing to some "unfavorable rulings made by
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue m regard to

distilling. These rulings were afterwards modified,
but the change came too late to be of any great bene-
fit to our growers, vrhose vintage was unusually
earlv in the

ty Want of space prevents a more extended

reference to the industrial enterprises of San Fran-

cisco. The Business Directory, on pages 67.'>-745,

will be found to contain a mass of information rel-

ative to the business resources of this city not to be

found elsewhere.

The Fluctuations of Trade.

The following table has been prepared for the
purpose of showing the changeable character of our
business conmiunity. Only the leading branches of

trade have been included, but these may be regarded
as a fairindication of the whole. The yearly changes
among the small dealers will not fall short of forty

per cent per annum :

OCCrPATIONS.

Apothecaries
Assayers
Attorneys
Auctioneers
Bakeries
Banliers
Batlis
Billiard-table Mak's
Boarding Houses

—

Breweries
Butchers and Mk'ts
Cabinet Malters
Carpenters
Cigar Dealers, Mk'rs

Dress Makers
Dry Goods
Fruits
Furniture
Groceries
Gunsmiths
Hair Dressers
Hardware
Hatters
Liquors, Etc
Lumber
Merchants, Commis
Milliners
Painters
Physicians
Printing Offices
Produce
Restaurants
Stoves and Tinware.
Upholsterers
Watchni's and Jew's
Wood and Coal

Totals.... 5,298 5,718 6,23616,181 7,

E. H. JOiraJS & CO., 116 Sansom Street, Hosiery and Gloves.


