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a portion, if not the whole, of the Presidio Military Reservation. With the exceptions of Fort Point

and Black Point, necessary for the proper defence and protection of this harbor, the Government

really has no need of any other strategic position on the peninsula, and the cession of its claims

upon the Presidio will be an act of graceful courtesy to the young Queen of the Pacific, which has

already done so much toward elevating the renown of American enterprise and progressive devel-

opment. Directly and indirectly the Pacific coast has contributed over fifteen hundred millions of

dollars, in gold and silver, to the commerce of the world within the brief space of twenty-two years.

San Francisco alone, of all American cities, has maintained the flag of our country at the mast-

heads of ocean-going steamers ; to her is due the credit of having seized upon the most-coveted Oriental

commerce, with a fair prospect of permanent retention ; upon her shoulders rests the mantle of honor

for inaugurating a broader and more enlightened intercourse with China and Japan, which is now cul-

minating into proportions of natioual magnitude, replete with future benefits of inestimable value.

Under the light of these, and similar services of no ordinary character, it would seem as if the Fede-

ral Government could well afford so small a boon in aid of her absolute requirements. Among
other noteworthy improvements is the filling up of the water channel now formed bj what is termed

Long Bridge, at the foot of Fourth Street. The Southern Pacific Railroad Company has for some

time been employing a heavy force of laborers in this business, with the intention of erecting upon the

made land large and commodious depots as the San Francisco terminus of the road. The newBranch

Mint is also progressing finely, and when completed will be an ornament as well as a valuable busi-

ness auxiliary to the city. Congress has been importuned, by petition and by our Representatives in

Senate and House, to improve the valuable Government lots bounded by Washington, Battery,

Jackson and Sansom streets, by constructing thereon suitable buildings for the various Federal

officials, so as to insure the transaction of business without unnecessary loss of valuable time. As
similar requests have been freely granted to Chicago, there seems to be no valid reason why San

Francisco should meet with refusal. Compliance and speedy action would impart a notable im-

pulse to the valuable property in the northern portion of the city, without deteriorating from that of

real estate elsewhere located, as all other sections would partake, more or less, of the benefits accru-

ing to any one. The new City Hall, which is being erected on the large triangular lot formed by

the intersection of Park Avenue, Larkin Street and McAllister Avenue, is the most noteworthy im-

provement commenced during the year under review. When completed it will be much the largest,

most costly and noblest structure in the State, at once an ornament and an indispensible public edi-

fice. The main building—the comer stone of which was recently laid, with appropriate ceremo-

nies, by the Masonic Fraternity—will form three sides of an irregular triangle, inclosing a square

court, which will be decorated with a fountain and appropriate shrubbery. The Beveral frontages

will aggregate 1,960 feet—having S00 feet on Park Avenue, 500 feet on Larkin Street, and 660 feet

on McAllister Avenue. The average hight of the structure will be 84 feet, with a central spire,

over the main entrance, towering to the altitude of 290 feet. Detached from the City Hall proper,

but connected with it by an open arcade, leading from the main building, will be the Hall of Records,

fire-proof in all respects, with an inside diameter of 86 feet. There will be a ground floor and two

upper floors, in the form of galleries twenty feet wide, besides the necessary offices for the Recorder:

and his deputies and clerks. The dome of the Hall of Records will be 57 feet in diameter, sup-

ported by twelve iron columns rising from the floor of the Hall, which columns will also support

the galleries. These columns will form a circle 56 feet in diameter, and be connected together by

arches springing from ornamental capitals at a hight of 58 feet from the floor. The center of the

Hall will be open to the top of the dome, giving an internal hight of 120 feet. The hight from

the terrace to the top of the dome will be 126 feet, and this will be surmounted by a pedestal and

statue, increasing the hight to a total of about 135 feet. As a detailed and minute statement of all

the local improvements made during 1871 is neither expected nor possible within the range of a re-

view like this, we shall conclude our remarks by simply alluding to the fact that the t iregoing u'ives

but a faint intimation of what has been done by the genius, enterprise and indomitable energy of the

American people within one-third of the period allotted to a single generation. The peninsula on

which San Francisco stands has been redeemed from a sandy waste—a howling wilderness—and has

become the center of commerce, art, science, refinement and literary culture, on the extreme western

confines of the American contine'nt. Every year adds materially to its strength ami viral power to

overcome obstacles, to grapple with opposing forces, and to lay the foundations for a future of pre-

eminent greatness.
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