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GRASS YALLEY is situated in a verdant valley near a

picturesque portion of the Sierra JNevadas. There
are many ready to date the settlement of Grass Yal-

ley as early as 1848. but none can give the name or

any particulars of the early pioneer. The continued

search for gold in this section was substantially re-

warded from its earliest discovery. A little later

—

in 1850, after the opening of the placer mines

—

quartz was discovered, for which Grass Yalley has
since been renowned. Although, as we have stated

elsewhere the annual yield of the mines near Neva-
da City, yet the permanent growth of Grass Yalley

and its business interests plainly show these figures

must be far exceeded by the mines in the vicinity

of the latter place. The first quartz mill here erect-

ed was in 1850, as an experiment, by Dr. Witten-
bach, for J. Wright. The second by the Boston
Company, in 1850. The first family located in this

place was a Mr. Scott and wife, who came in the

spring of 1850. In early times here, as in most
portions of the State, Judge Lynch presided with
promptness and decision, if not with legality and
correctness. The first saw mill in Grass Yalley was
constructed by Judge Walsh, in 1850. The first

hotel was erected by Thomas Beatty, in 1850, and
named the Beatty House. In 1851, the first school

was opened by Miss Rosanna Farrington. In 1851,
a post-ofiice was established, with Dr. C. D. Cleave-

land as postmaster. Grass Yalley with all its pros-

perity has had its losses—as the loss by fire, Sept. 13,

1855, will show, it being estimated at or above $'^50,

000. Several have since occurred, but of much less

damage or severity. Since the first steps toward the
permanent settlement of Grass Yalley, the improve-
ments have steadily increased, and we could cite

many interesting incidents, but time and space
warn us to desist, and more especially as we had no
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