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San Francisco to the southern border, expecting that the citizens of Santa Cruz and Santa
Clara would further the project by extending the same through their respective counties, or to

other commercial connections. The present line, the Southern Pacific, being considered badly
located, having heavy grades and many curves, and inadequate to accommodate the business

of the section through which it passes, roads on the more economical narrow-guage system
are deemed necessary and their construction justified. Further steps were taken at a convention
held in Eedwood City on the fourteenth of December. The lines of the proposed road or

roads were then designated as follows : "From a point on Mission Bay in the City and County
of San Francisco (with its track extending northward therefrom to a point at North Beach, '

on the northern water front of said city west of Dupont Street), and thence running through
the towns of San Mateo and Redwood City to the southern boundary of San Mateo County.
It shall have a branch extending from'the main line to Half Moon Bay, and passing through
Spanishtown and Pescadero to the southern boundary of San Mateo County on the west side

of the Coast Range of mountains. Tlie counties into and through which the proposed road is

intended to pass, are San Francisco and San Mateo, and the length is one hundred miles."

The main trunk from San Francisco, forking at or near the village of San Mateo, having one
branch on the east and one on the west side of the Coast Range of mountains, will give the

road the general form of the letter '< Y," and will very advantageously aid the business of the

county. To prevent the control of the road from falling into the hands of any person or

parties who would make it subserve purely speculative purposes it is proposed to build it by
subscriptions of the people interested and the counties benefited, who shall be bound in suffi-

cient manner to prevent its transfer.

Central Narrow-gauge Railroad Co^rPANT.—This is an incorporation ostensibly for

the purpose of constructing narrow-gauge railroads wherever the field oflTers. A number of
lines are projected, and one from Benicia northward has been in part surveyed. The route

proposed would pass the towns of Colusa and Tehama terminating at Red BlufiF, running in

close proximity to the California Pacific and the California and Oregon railroads. It is

probable, however, that more paper than iron will be used in its construction.

San Joaquin and Tulare Narrow-gauge Railroad.—The citizens of the cities of

Stockton and Visalia, grieved because the great Central Pacific and its San Joaquin Valley
Branch did not make depots within their limits, have set on foot the project of connecting the

two places by a line of railroad on the recently approved plan of narrow gauge. The proposed

route of the San Joaquin and Tulare Railroad is from the water front of Stockton, along the

foothills of the Sierra Nevada through the counties of San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tuolumne,
Merced, Mariposa and Tulare to Visalia, a distance of one hundred and sixty miles. The
total cost of this road is estimated at §1,521,500. The annual expenses of operating it are

estimated at §233,800 and its receipts at §750,000. The country traversed is largely wheat
producing, and it is estimated that this product will alone furnish two hundred thousand tons

of freight annually. On the east is the grand Sierra Nevada with its abundant resources of

agriculture, horticulture, mines and forests, which cheap transportation will aid greatly to

develop. The projectors of the road express the desire and intention that the company shall

be a corporation of the people and not of capitalists, and for this purpose subscriptions to the

capital stock have been general along the line.

NEVADA.

Virginia and Truckee Railroad.—The enterprising capitalists of Virginia City at an
early day saw the necessity of cheaper transportation than teams afforded for the immense
quantities of ores mined, and the wood, timber and merchandise consumed in the destructive

operation of mining on the great Comstock vein, therefore, as soon as the route of the Central

Pacific Railroad was decided upon, the design was conceived of connecting by rail the mining

region with the water powers afforded by the two rivers, the Carson and the Truckee, also with

the great trunk railroad. For this the Virginia and Truckee Railroad Company was organized,

liberal subsidies from mining companies, towns and counties were obtained, and in 1869 the

work of construction commenced. The route selected was quite circuitous, being southerly to

Empire City and Carson, thence westerly and northerly through Washoe and Steamboat

valleys to the Truckee River and the Central Pacific at Reno, a total distance of fifty-one and

three quarters miles. In the first year of the work the road was completed to Empire, a dis-

tance of seventeen miles, and the year following to Carson, twenty-one miles. The whole road

was finished in June, 1872, and through trains run thenceforward. The principal business on

the Carson Division is the transportation of ores to the numerous mills on the Carson River

and the return freight of fuel and timber for the mines, and in this the business is very large.

The through transportation of passengers and merchandise employ three trains daily, and the

Carson Division six trains, making the road one of the most remunerative in the world. The
construction of the V. & T. R. R. has given a great impetus to business, and a rival line is

contemplated ; indeed, it is announced that a company is fully organized and that the work of

construction will be entered upon at an early day. A narrow-gauge railroad running south-
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