
HUNTINGTON, HOPKINS & CD., Importers Hardware and Iron, Cor. Bush and Market.
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the certainty of the Texas and Pacific Railway, it in proposed to go forward with the road a>

business proposition for the legitimate trade of the interior. For this purpose the work i>f

grading was commenced in November last and will be continued with all the means the com-
pany can command. In its aid San Diego County has voted a subsidy of $100,000 and San
Bernardino $50,000. The distance between the two towns is one hundred and twelve mil-s
and the cstimatt^d cost and equipment of the road is §2,000,000. The route is generally favdi-

able, and the country traversed exceedingly fertile. San Luis Key, Temecula, are on tln^

route, and the valley of San Bernardino is one of the most lovely and productive in the State,

requiring only the railroad to furnish a market. The extension of this road through the Cajun
Pass into the great interior basin of Nevada and Utah is one of the probabilities of the futurr,

thus giving increased importance to the Southern System and to the Port of San Diego.

San Pedro and Los Angeles Eailroad.—This busy little road, eighteen miles in length,

connects the City of Los Angeles with the Port of San Pedro at the village of Wilmington.

With this we close the review of the railroads of the Pacific Coast. This grand style of
highway is one of the noblest inventions of any age and is rapidly coming into use wherever
man journeys or goods are transported. Tlie projected roads are almost innumerable, and we
may expect to see the day when every country road will be supplied with the smooth and
unfailing iron rail.

SleteoroIOBical Obscrvatioufi made at San Francisco from January, IS30, to February,
1S73.

BT HENRY GIBBONS, M.D.

In the following tables the reader will find, in a condensed form, the results of twenty-two
years' diligent observation of the climate of San Francisco, with more particular reference to

rain. A single glance at the rain tables will present the quantity of rain which has fallen in

each month since 1850 ; the quantity' in each season ; the quantity before and after the end of
the year ; the date of the beginning and ending of each rainy season, and the date of the first

and last scattering rains. The following are some of the deductions presented by this record :

Eain has fallen in every month of the year. In July it has rained only in one year ; August
has furnished rain in four years ; June in six years ; September in seven years ; October in

eleven years. No account is made of a mere sprinkle, nor of the deposit of summer mist.

The greatest quantity of mist which ever falls in twenty-four hours is about three-hundredths
of an inch. But this quantity is very rare. Near the ocean the mist is much more copious.

The driest season was 1850-51, which gave only seven inches. Next to that was 1863-64,
with eight and one half inches. The winter of 1867-68 gave the most rain—forty inches. The
average is between twenty-one and twenty-two inches.

The earliest setting in of the rainy season was November 1st ; the latest, January 12th. An
early beginning and an abundant supply are apt to go together, but there is no rule in this

respect. The latest beginnings have been followed by an average supply.
The average date of the beginning of the rainy season is November 28th ; of the termination,

April 10th. March is as certain to bring rain in liberal amount as any other month. In one
j'ear out of every three there is no rain of importance after March. The last showers of the

season come, with remarkable uniformity, about the third week of May.
The middle of January is the average dividing point of the rainy season. The mean quantity

before January 1st is about equal to the mean quantity after January 31st.

D(!cember gives the greatest average quantity ; January is not far behind ; February', March
and November come next, and are nearly alike ; then April, May and October, in the order

named.
The greatest amount of rain in any one month was in January, 1862, when there fell the

enormous quantity of eighteen inches.

It is worthy of note that in the driest seasons there has been an abundant supply for agri-

cultural purposes, had it been distributed evenly. Three inches in December, with one inch
in each of the four following months, would answer all purposes.

Tlie rain-table of San Francisco may be made the basis for estimating the fall in other parts

of the State, The mountains of the north have from two to three times as much, and the

southern section of the State about half as much, or even less in some localities. The valley

of the Sacramento has nearly the same quantity as San Francisco ; that of the San Joaquin
one fourth or one third less, the quantity diminishing southward.
By reference to the tables showing the extremes of heat and cold, it appears that the coldest

weather was in January, 1854, when the mercury fell to 25°. At that time the mud in the

streets was frozen solid, and the shallow ponds were covered with ice strong enough for boys
to skate on. But such weather is oxtrerneV rare, though since that time the ground has been
frozen several times so as not to thaw fully in the shade for a day or two. The coldest noonday
embraced in the record was 37°. Often the entire winter passes by without bringing the ther-

mometer so low as the freezing point. In 1853 it fell at no time below 40°.

PACIFIC gOAS7 SUSINSS^ DIRSCIQRX Circulates tbrougbout tbe Faciflc Coast..


