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Hospitals.

The hospitals of San Francisco will compare favor-
ably with those of other cities of its size and popula-
tion. The public institutions are ample in accommo-
dation and appointment, while those of private
character are to be found in all parts of the city.
The Germans and French have for years had fine
hosjiital buildings, the one belongint' to the latter
having recently received extensive additions. The
Sisters of Mercy own a large structure on Rincon
Hill, and the Italians have, within a few years, com-
pleted a commodious building four miles from the
business portion of the city. The special purpose of
these hospitals is to provide for certain classes of our
citizens, as the French, the German, the Italian,
etc., but all who desire to avail themselves of their
advantages are admitted upon payment of most rea-
sonable fees. Besides the institutions enumerated
above, there are several smaller ones which have
been established through the munificence of our citi-
zens, and whose names indicate their special uses.
These are the State Woman's Hospital, the San
Francisco Woman's Hospital, the Foundling Asylum
and Lying-in Hospital, etc.
For years the facilities offered by the city were en-^

tirely inadequate, and much feeling was from time to
time occasioned in the efforts to obtain creditable
hospital buildings for its poor. All such feeling has
now disappeared in the satisfaction occasioned by
the completion of a hospital, of which, at least, we
have no cause to feel ashamed. Not only are the
buildings and accommodations much more ample,
but the location is far more suited to the purposes in
view. The grounds are in the southern portion of
the city, and comprise the two blocks bounded by
Is evada. Sierra, and Nebraska streets and Potrero
Avenue. They measure eight hundred and sixty-six
feet by four hundred and eighty-one feet, or nearly
ten acres. The location is somewhat elevated, at
least sufficiently so to insure efficient drainage, and
though not very accessible at present will, when the
contemplated extension of the Sixth Street line out
Potrero Avenue is completed, be but a short ride from
Market Street, requiring no more time than was ne-
cessary to reach the former hospital. The main build-
ings face the west, the hospital entrance being on
Potrero Avenue, which runs nearly north and south.
An entirely different plan has been adopted to that
usually in vogue. Several individual structures,
most of them at considerable distance from each
other, but connected by a long covered corridor, unite
to form the hospital. With the exception of the
kitchen and laundry, which are of brick, all of the
buildings are of wood, with brick foundations. The
individual structures are: The administrative and
dinmg-hall buildings, each three stories high, situ-
ated in the center of the block, opposite each other
and on either side of the center of the covered corri-
dor, which is five hundred and fifty-six feet long by
eighteen feet wide, and runs lengthwise of the block;
the kitchen and laundry, back of the dining rooms;
the chapel, at the south end ofthe corridor; the gate
house, stable, morgue, operating rooms, etc., scatter-
ed about in various places, and lastly six long pavil-
ions, each two stories high, and each designed to ac-
conimodate sixty-four patients (with their nurses),
thirty-two on a floor. It is designed eventually to
have twelve pavilions, to be built in pairs, opposite
each other, on either side of the long corridor and
parallel to the main buildings; the first pairs, on
either side, being a hundred feet from the main build-
ings, the second pairs a hundred feet from the first,
and the third a hundred feet from the second. Six
pavilions are considered sufficient for present pur-
poses. With the most generous allowance of space,
they will contain three hundred and eightv-four pa-
"ents. In an emergency at least a hundred more
could be accommodated without serious overcrowd-
JDg. Since moving into these new quarters in Sep.
tember, 1872, the number of patients has largely in-
creased, owing, partly, at least, to the greater com-
lort attordod. The overage number of patients in
the City and County Hospital for the year 1873, was
throe hundred and fifty-seven, and during this period
the total admissions numbered three thousand and
seventy-four, and the deaths two hundred and fifty-
eight. It may bo further mentioned that there are
treated at the hospital from fifteen hundred to two
thousand out-patients yearly. In 1873, nearly elev-

en thousand prescriptions were put up for out-na-
tients.

The ofl5cers are : P.esident Physician, Dr. W, M.
Lawlor

; Assistant Resident Physician, Dr. .J. W
Keenoy- Visiting Surgeons, Drs. W. A. Douglass
and H. H. loland ; Visiting Physicians, Drs. F. A.Holman and C. M. Bates. Besides these, the medi-
cal staff IS composed of Dr. Martinaehe of the Uni-
^^5!I.''-\?^,?'''K*'™'* ^^^ Drs, Gibbons and Barkan
of the Medical College ofthe Pacific, whose services
are rendered gratuitously.
In 18^7, the Alms House, a large and substantial

franje building, was constructed near Bake Honda,
by the city. The need of such an establishment had
become urgent, as the City and Countv Hospital was
burdened with the permanently disabled and super-
annuated, who had been accumulating for vears.
Ihis building will accommodate five hundred per-
sons, the average number present in 1873 being three
hundred and twenty-four, and the total admissions
for the year being three hundred and eighty-eight.
In the hospital wards there is an average of seventy
patients. Fifty deaths occurred in 1873. The ofiicera
are a superintendent. Mr. M. J. Keating, and a resi-
dent physician, Dr. S. R. Gerry.
Besides the Hospital and Alms House, the city

owns two frame buildings about half a mile from tho
hospital, which were constructed at the time ofthe
small-pox epidemic in 1868-9, and are capable of ac-
commodating in the neighborhood of two hundred
patients. One of the buildings is still reserved for
small-pox cases, eighty-seven of which have been
treated there during the year, with sixteen deaths:
the other is used as a Chinese Hospital. In this last

j

were admitted thirty-four cases, mostly chronic, two
I of them being cases of elephantiasis, or'leprosy. The
patients were all under the professional care of Dr.
L. P. Foster.
In the fall of 1865 the San Francisco Health OflSce

was established. Prior to this time no mortuary
records had been preserved by the city. The creation
ofthe office has resulted in unquestionable advantage
leaving out of consideration the value of the statis-
tics collected. A city Board of Health was created
by the Legislature m 1870. It consists of the Mayor
and four phvsicians, and has control over the Health
Office and all the public charitable institutions of the
city-and county. From a small beginning the Health
Department has grown into a very important branch
of the city government. It controls appointments
involving an expense to the city of several thousand
dollars a month, and has a general oversight of all
sanitary affairs.

.

The German Hospital is built upon a lot fronting
one hundred and thirty-seven and a half feet on
Brannan Street (near Third Street) and extending
back two hundred and seventy-five feet. The main
building is of brick, three stories high, facing the
northwest, and occupies all the frontage except
what IS required for a wide carriage way. It was
built in 18>3; a wing was added in ISriO, and a second
wing in 18i59, so that the hospital can accommodate
one hundred and thirty patients. The remaining
portion of the grounds, equaling over ono half the
area, is laid out with grass plats and walks, and
planted with trees. There are but two wards in the
hospital, each containing ton beds; the remaining
rooms being designed for one or two patients only,
ihe hospital is under the control of the German
General Benevolent Society, which now numbers
twenty-three hundred and forty members. The
charges, which include medical attendance, are S2
per day, with from -oOcts. to S1.50 extra for private
rooms it they be desired. During the year 1873, the
German Hospital received for treatment six hundred
and fifty-two patients, the average number present
being about sixty-five, There were sixtv-two deatha
in the same period. The attending phvsicians are
Brs. Loehr, Regensberger, Wilhelm, and Smith.
Ihe resident physician is Dr. Carl W. Betzel.
The French Hospital, or "Maison de Sante," is

also under the charge of a society, the "J5ociet6 Fran-
Oaise de Bienfajsaneo Mutuelle," organized in 1851,
and now having a membership of three thousand
two hundred. The building is a large two-story brick
structure, occupying the center of a hundred-vara
(two hundred and seventy-five by two hundred and
seventy-five foot) lot on Bryant Street, between
tifth and Sixth streets, the remaining grounds be-
ing laid out in gardens and planted with trees.
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