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Sbc. 5. When six or more of the jurors attend they shall be sworn by the Coroner and

charged by him to inquire how and in what manner and when and where such person came to

his death, and who such person was, and into all the circumstances attending such death, and

to make a true inquisition according to the evidence offered to them or arising from the mspec-

tion of the body. , v ^.i.

Sec. 6. There shaU be but one inquest npon a body, unless that taken be set aside by the

Court ; and there shall be but one inquest held upon several bodies of persons who were killed

by the same cause and who died at the same time. WTienever it shall appear that an error m
the identity of the body has been made by the jury, it shall be discretionary with the Coroner

to call another inquest upon the body without reference to the Court, and a memorandum of

the error shall be entered upon the erroneous inquisition.

Sec. 7. After the jury have been sworn and charged by the Coroner, they shall go together

with the Coroner to view and examine the body of the deceased person. They shall not pro-

ceed upon the inquest until they have so viewed the body. After the jury have viewed the

body they may retire to any convenient place to hear the testimony of witnesses and deliberate

upon their verdict. For this end the Coroner may adjourn the inquest from time to time, as

may be necessary.
-lt i -l j.!. j. u

Sec. 8. The Coroner may issue subpenas for witnesses, returnable forthwith or at such

time and place as he may appoint therein, which may be served by any competent person by

reading the same to the witness or informing him or her of the contents thereof, and such wit-

ness shall not be entitled to any fee for attendance. Every person served with such subpena

shall be Uable to the same penalties for disobedience thereto, and his attendance may be enforced

in like manner, as in case of subpenas issued by a Justice of the Peace.

Sec. 9. The Coroner shall summon and examine as witnesses every person who, in his

opinion or that of the jury, has any knowledge of the facts, and he may summon a surgeon or

physician to inspect the body and to give a professional opinion as to the cause of death
;
and if

it shall be necessarj', the Coroner may cause a. post-mortem examination or chemical analysis to

be made, and the expense of such examination or analysis shall be a county charge, to be fixed

by the Board of Supervisors.
, r . *;

Sec. 10. Witnesses produced shall be sworn by the Coroner, and the whole of the testi-

mony shall be reduced to writing by the Coroner, or under his direction, and signed by the

witnesses in the presence of the jury, and each deposition shall have a jurat attached. The

jury, after hearing all the testimony offered before them, shall retire as jurors in other cases

and deliberate upon their verdict, sufifering no one, not even the Coroner, to mingle with them

in their deliberations ; but they may, as in the case of jurors in the Courts of law, take the I

opinion of the Coroner upon any question of law that may arise upon the investigation.
1

1

Sac. 11. The Coroner may call upon the District Attorney to assist him in the examina-

tion of witnesses, and the jurors may put any proper question to the witness, but the part}'

suspected or charged with the crime shall have no right to produce witnesses on the inquest, or

to cross-examine those produced on behalf of the people by himself or counsel ; nor shall it be

necessary that he be present during the examination. But it shall be the duty of the Coroner

to examine any witness who he may have reason to believe may know anything concerning the

matter pertinent to the inquiry, and to put to any witness any proper and pertinent question

that such person may desire. Such party suspected or charged, however, may be attended by

counsel on the inquest, to advise with him as to his right in answering any question that m.iy

be put to him when under examination. If the party accused of the crime be present at the

inquest, and is then charged with the crime, or the testimony tends to criminate him. and he is

called upon by the Coroner to testify, it is the duty of the Coroner first to inform the accused

that he is at liberty to refuse to answer any question that he may put to him, otherwise his

answer on such examination cannot be read in evidence against him when on trial for the offense.

But if such person is not under arrest or charged with the crime, his answer may be given in

evidence against him on his subsequent trial for the crime charged, though the Coroner may not

have so ad\-ised him of his rights. The jury must hear all the evidence offered before them,

whether it be in favor of or against any party suspected of the killing.

Sec. 12. Upon the investigation the Coroner's jury shall not be limited in their inqurrv

like a jury upon the trial of one charged with a crime, their duties shall be to determine if a

crime has or has not been committed ; and if a crime has been committed, who perpetrated or

caused the same to be perpetrated, and aU the circumstances attending it ; and any proper testi-

mony tending in any degree to throw light upon the subject may be properly given. Matters

of opinion, except of professional witnesses, or hearsay evidence, shall not be permitted.

Sec. 13. When the jury shall have agreed upon a verdict they shall reduce their inquisition

to writing, which writing shall show before what Coroner the same was taken, and that the

same was taken upon the oath of good and lawful men of the county who were first duly sworn

;

and it must also show by whom and when the same was executed. They shall also find and

certify how or in what manner and when and where the person so dead came to his death, and

all the circumstances attending such death ; and if a crime has been committed in the case, who

were guilty thereof, either as principal or accessory, and in what manner. The jury shall not be

requii-ed to find who were accessories after the fact—only those before the fact. If the P^'^""

who is found dead is unknown, or the person who caused the death is unknown, the jury shMl^
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