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ing school when the census was taken, was six thousand four hundred and eighty-eight The

causes of this are, mainly, two: 1st. Many parents mil not subject their little ones to the

neceSary confinement and drill of the school room through their earlier childhood and therefore

keep them at home, or send them to Private or Kindergarten Schools, til eight or nine years

old "d Hundreds of parents, under stress of poverty, reluctantly withdraw their boys and

girls from school to avail themselves of their help at home or of their earnings m store ot shop

The Sui>erintendent estimates the number of those who had no good cause for not attendmg

school, at one thousand four hundred and eighty-eight.
K^+wepn

The Co7,ipul.sorv Educatimi Law, intended to " compel all the youth of the State between

eight and fourteen years of age, to attend some school at least twelve consecutive weeks "f each

year
" has failed to become operative in San Francisco, because it omitted to provule foi Schoo

Ma^hals, or some equivalent officials, to enforce its provisions. It is so
1-f

y^^-^^^n that it

will pro^e almost impossible for school officers to compel the attendance of chddren whose

pa en^ts wish to keep them at home, or choose to let them roam the streets. The next LegisU

ture should either perfect it by providing means for its enforcement, or repeal it altogetl ei.

The" Hoodlum" Element".^Though comparatively few m numbers is vicious and vigor-

ous to a decTdedly dangerous degree. Educating themselves to the lowest and molest deWg
themselves and de^n-adSig many of the Public School pupils with whom they come mto contact,

he"rest?amt, and as fa? as po^ssible their reformation, are
-"-f^^-^^Sf^f^P^^.tr'

claiming the earliest and most earnest attention of our educational and municipal authorities

TTbentIl Negligence.-In most cases the negligence or incompetence of parents and

miar(ians is chiefly and directly responsible for the vileness of these social pests. Upon th s

^Lt the SuperTntTndent-s remarL deLrve the most careful reading am^

teachers and school oificers can do much toward checking the frightful tide of youthtul Ue-

nra^tywMchTs sweeping over our city, wrecking so many noble youths, the fathers and mo h

^rs must be mainly responsible for the welfare of their chUdren They are the first and -l>™el "

amiointed instructors of youth ; other teachers are but assistants m the great work of education.

TT^slVrrvisionsof^ any law which human ingenuity can devise wdl therefore be po^-er-

i^ss, 3ess Sined by parental influence and sanctioned by a pubhc_ sentmient ahve to the

imnortanoe of reclaiming and educating the wayward youth ot our city.
importance o^reclainnng

the pupils fttending aU the Public Schools, barely one fiftieth go to

the ffigh Schoo'a ComparedUh the population of the city t^e average attendance records

of thlHiah Schoo s show but ouc pupU for every three hundred and eighty-five and five tenths

inhabitants This very smaU fract on, over one half of one per cent shows that while on the

o^e hand the pubhc taste doubtless needs elevation, on the other hand the course of study and

the general conduct of the High Schools need important modification if they are to become m

^'^r::^lr^'Z'J:i^^^^f^er^ department of the University of CaUforuia, the

5Hb4^rpS^^:rS:^^^r^;r^:n^^

they have for some time had in serious coi^templation
decided maiority of the

nominal. As a High School it is a very decided ^"^ces as a ^omal hchmU^^an eq y
^^^

questioned failure. This is not the fault of the ^achers but of the ^y^^em wm p

t'o do the work of two separate and distinct departments, each rfp^^
^>.^^

School, provided with regular Normal teachers of the
^If
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The most Artistic Work in Hairdressing is Performed at 113 Geary.


