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brick and frame buildings put up in this city, and in 1874 the number was increased to twc

thousand one hundred and fifty-nine, many of them elegant, costly and stylish. It wiU

reasonably be inferred that real estate transactions kept pace with this development in

building. In 1873 there were three thousand one hundred and thirty-four sales of real

estate, valued at $12,383,752, with the buildings and improvements thereon. In 1874

there were three thousand eight hundred and fifty-four sales made, aggregating

$23,823,903, being a gain of 720 in number of sales, and $11,510,151, or nearly double in

value of property sold. It is not necessary to comment upon these figures to show with

what rapid strides San Francisco is progressing on the road to population, wealth and

power.

POPriiATIOIV.

As a snow-ball of moderate size increases in volume by being rolled over the surface of

the snow, and takes up a much larger quantity in proportion to its bulk or surface,

so does the population of a thriving commercial mart augment as the years roll by, and

is enlarged not only from outside accretions, but also from its own productive resources.

It is an axiom in finances that " money makes money," and it is no less true that people

make people. According to the Federal census, taken in 1870, the population of San

Francisco at that time was 149,500, in round numbers; but there is abundant reason to

believe that the census was much below the mark. The aggregate population in June,

1873, was rising 188,000, and in the same month of 1874 not less than 200,000, being a

gain of 50,500 in three years, or more than 50 per cent. The most accurate estimates

made at the commencement of 1875 are that the city then contained at least 235,000 souls,

being an increase of 17% per cent for six months, or 35 per cent for the year. This rate

of increase is equal to a gain of 86,000 in four years, or nearly 58 per cent, upon the

numbers of the census year. Taking this ratio as a guide for the ensuing four years, we
shall have at the close of 1878 not fewer than 400,000 people in the city. We are dealing

in round numbers, and speaking of the aggi-egate population, including visitors and tem-

porary sojourners, as well as resident inhabitants. It must, however, be remembered that

the more numerous our population becomes from year to year, the more rapid will be its

increase from home production; and as the city grows in size and importance, it will attract

a greater amount of immigration by sea and land.


