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has added many millions more. Wherever the Associates have improved, surrounding property-

has advanced materially in value. By way of further cementing their local interest and per-

petuating their honorable name and record, the Associates have commenced the erection of a

business building on Montgomery Street. It will be six stories in height, with entire front of

California granite; and, when finished, will form one of the most imposing structures of the

city. The building will cost about $90,000, and the total value, including the lot, will approx-

imate a quarter of a million dollars. The land purchases of the company foot up from $1,500,-

000 to $2,000,000 annually. The lumber bills each year amount to $500,000; plumbing, $120,-

000; hardware, $36,000; glass, $24,000; paints and oils, $30,000; millwork, $180,000. In busy
times the Associates have four hundred mechanics at work, with a payroll aggregating nearly

$10,000 weekly. The institution is in a prosperous and nourishing condition, and will continue

to grow with the city's growth, and increase with its commercial and financial expansion.

The Mechanics' Real Estate Association was incorporated September 16, 1876, with a
capital of $1,000,000. D. L. McDonald is the president. The Association already has thirty-

two dwelling houses under course of construction, about half of which are sold. The Associa-

tion makes a good beginning, and bids fair to maintain its good fortune.

Street Improvements.

The ^report of the Superintendent of Streets shows that the total length of sewerage
in the city is eighty-eight thousand and four fifteenths miles, or four hundred and
sixty-six thousand eight hundred and thirty-five and one twelfth feet. The length of sewers con-
structed from July, 1856, to July, 1875, was three hundred and ninety-two thousand seven
hundred and nine and one third feet ; from July, 1875, to July, 1876, seventy-four thousand
one hundred and twenty-four and three fourths feet—a fraction over fourteen miles. The total

cost of street work done for the latter period, was $1,087,026.65. It costs $5,620 per month,
or $67,440 per year, for sweeping the streets; $256,198.40 were expended during the past year
in brick sewers ; $295,133.63 in grading streets ; $94,349.74 for paving ; $100,586.01 for plank-
ing ; $74,230.08 for macadamizing, and $67,736.66 for sixty-eight thousand five hundred and
ninety feet of sidewalks. The average number of men employed in street work per month, is

seventy-four; average monthly wages, $4,231. 46i. Deputies served twelve thousand one hun-
dred and ninety notices. Lighting and keeping the street lamps in repair cost $268,926.91 for

the last fiscal year. The comparison of the amount of work done in 1876 with that of previous
years shows an increase in the construction of brick sewers and brick pavements. New
redwood sewers to the value of $4,588.28 were built during the year, and others rebuilt to
the value of $9,770.93. During the year a sewer has been constructed in Channel Street, from
Ninth to Eighteenth. The Street Superintendent recommends that the sewers in Eleventh,
Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth, and Eighteenth streets be extended, and con-
nected with this main artery of sewerage; also the immediate filling in of Mission Creek.
The superintendent also recommends immediate work on Montgomery Avenue. The bridge
across Second Street cut has been repaired sufficiently to insure its safety. The bridge across
Mission Creek at Ninth Street has also received slight repairs. There are about three hundred
miles of sidewalks in the city. Seventh Street, south of Market, is being extended from Santa
Clara Street to Kentucky and Butte, a distance of eight blocks. The street will be eighty-two
and one half feet wide. It will be completed during the present year. The blocks this street
extends through are 341, 342, 315, 352,~376, 377, 389, and 390 of the Potrero survey. The Board
of Supervisors have decided upon grading Montgomery Avenue, from the northern line of Pacific
Street to its northern terminus at Hyde Street, to conform with the official grade of the city.

This new thoroughfare will then become one of the most elegant promenades in the city, and
bring sections now remote within easy distances.

Widening Dnpont Street.

By Legislative enactment a Board of Commissioners, consisting of Mayor Bryant, Auditor
Maynard, and City-Surveyor Humphreys, were appointed to prepare a report upon the best
means of widening Dnpont Street. It is proposed to widen the street from the south side of
Bush to Market. The extension, or widening, will be from the west side of Dupont, for a
distance of thirty feet. This will make that portion of Dupont about as wide as Kearny. The
Commission thought the property on both sides of the street would be greatly benefitted by this
widening, and assessed both sides for benefits in the aggregate sum of $898, 105. The west side
only was allowed damages, as the street extension will be taken from that side. The amount
of damages awarded to the west side is $766,414. The remaining $131,691 is set aside as a
contingent fund.

Leidesdorff Street has been opened through from California Street to Pine, which affords a
convenient communication between these important thoroughfares and business centres.

Public Buildings.

The Custom House is located in the upper story of the Post-office building, entrance on
Battery Street. The total number of vessels entered during the year 1876 was eight hundred
and sixty-one. Total number cleared, one thousand and sixty-eight. The reason that there
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