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Our seven leading hotels have an aggregate accommodating capacity of about six thousand.

Probably in no other city in the world are there, proportionately, more first-class hotels, better

kept and more liberally patronized, than in San Francisco. Our people believe in first-class

accommodations, and liberally patronize such establishments.

Lodging Houses, Etc.—In addition to the above, there are numerous smaller hotels, and
about fifteen hundred boarding and lodging houses in the city. An unusually large number
have been erected within the past year—notably on Bush, between Kearny and Stockton, on
Mission, from Third to Ninth, and Tenth, and on various other streets, especially south of

Market, are this class of improvements especially noticeable. Small hotels are growing up on
almost every hand, as if there were no limit to those seeking accommodations. A stranger

would think our people reversed the rule, and all boarded, and that "keeping house" was the

exception, but the far greater number of dwellings erected during the same period proves
otherwise.

Theaters.

Baldwin's Academy of Music.—Like Niblo's Garden, in New York, this theater is built

within a hotel. Independent of the hotel, it cost about $250,000. In point of elegance, taste,

architectural skill and beauty, this model temple of the Drama is not surpassed in the United
States—if in the world. The grand entrance is on Market Street, twenty feet broad, and laid

with encaustic English tile, of variegated colors, the hall-way being lighted with two magnifi-

cent crystal chandeliers. The entrance to the dress circle is decorated by costly mirrors on all

sides, beautifully reflecting, in full length, the elaborate wardrobes of the fashionable attendants

as they majestically sweep by. There are ten mezzanine boxes, and twelve proscenium boxes,

carpeted with the richest Axminster carpeting. The stage is fifty feet deep, thirty-six feet

high and thirty-five feet wide. On the drop curtain is a beautiful allegorical painting, repre-

senting the flight of Psyche—the human soul passing from earth to eternity. The dress circle

will accommodate three hundred and forty-eight; orchestra, one hundred and ninety-eight;

balcony, four hundred and thirty-eight; gallery, four hundred ami fifty. Total, one thousand
four hundred and thirty-four. The twenty-two boxes will accommodate at least one hundred
more. There are four exits from the stage, four from the dress circle, five from the balcony,
and two from the gallery. There are three fire plugs in the building, and each are provided
with one hundred feet of hose; also two Babcock's extinguishers. The Academy was opened
to the public March 6, 1876.

California Theater.—Is located on Bush Street, between Kearny and Dupont. Within
the past year the interior wall, which surrounded the dress circle, has been taken away, which
gives better ventilation, improves the acoustic qualities, and also the general appearance of

the inner building. Noticeable improvements have also been made in the matter of doors for

egress in case of fire or earthquake. The dress circle will seat four hundred and fifty; orchestra,
three hundred ; balcony, four hundred and fifty

;
gallery, about five hundred. Total, one

thousand seven hundred. There are ten private boxes, seating at least five each, making a
grand total of one thousand eight hundred. The stage is seventy-two feet wide by seventy
deep. The drop curtain shows a beautiful painting of the Yosemite Falls—the most sublime
spectacle of Nature's creation. This theater was opened in 1869. It cost $125,000.

The Alhambra Theater is on the south side of Bush, near Montgomery. The dress
circle has a seating capacity of about five hundred, and the orchestra circle probably as many
more. The inner building has been remodeled and considerably improved, and gives the spec-
tator an unobstructed view of the stage, and a free egress.

Maguire's Opera House is just on the opposite side of Bush. It is similarly arranged
as that of the Alhambra Theater, and has a seating capacity of about eight hundred.

Grand Opera House.—On January 17, 1876, this elegantly appointed establishment
was opened as Wade's Opera House, but its name has been changed to that of the Grand. It
is a three-story building, substantially built of iron and brick. It fronts one hundred and ten
feet on Mission, with a depth of two hundred and seventy-five feet. There are four "circles."
The orchestra will seat about eight hundred; dress circle, five hundred; family circle, five hun-
dred, and the gallery about five hundred. The boxes will seat another one hundred, making
a total of two thousand four hundred. The theater is owned by a joint stock company. It is

located on Mission, between Third and Fourth.
The Amphitheatre Building, on the corner of New Montgomery and Mission, is closed

at present. It is especially devoted to equestrian and variety entertainments, and will seat
about one thousand.

The Bella Union, corner of Kearny and Washington, is devoted to variety entertain
ments. It will accommodate about one thousand.

In addition to the above, there are Piatt's, Pacific and Union Halls, the Mechanics' Pavil-
ion, and various other halls where public entertainments are frequently given. Our five thea-
ters have an aggregate seating capacity of about seven thousand five hundred. An average
attendance would turn out about four thousand amusement-seekers, nightly. Owing to our
pleasant weather and cool evenings, our places of amusement keep open the year round. To
sustain these public resorts, without the usual summer season "intermission," speaks well for
the liberality of our amusement-loving people.
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