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street being similarly situated—the elevation, however, being considerably greater—a com-
pany was organized in 1876 for the purpose of making such a road through it. On the 5th of
July, 1877, work was commenced, and on April 10th, 1878, the road was open for traffic

from Kearny to Fillmore street, a distance of abox^t one and three-quarter miles. This has
since been extended to First avenue, crossing Cemetery avenue, a total distance of two and
a half miles. Cars, attached to

'

' dummy, ' both being elegantly fitted for passengers, leave
Kearny street every two and a half minutes, and pass over the distance in twenty minutes,
the fare being five cents. No expense or skill has been spared in making this road perfect in
every detail, substantial, safe and enduring. The track is a rigid framework of iron, the ties

placed every four feet, being of old T rails bent to form an inverted arch, thus leaving a
space for the tube through which runs the cable, and all about the framework and tube is

laid a solid body of concrete. The machinery is located at the southeast corner of Larkin
and California, and is as complete and powerful as could be devised. There are two engines
of five hundred horse power each, so arranged that either can be used in case of accident to
the other, or both can be used together if required. At Kearny and Fillmore streets deep
excavations were made, each sixty feet long, and walled up with solid masonry, in which are
pulleys, fastened to heavily weighted cars on an inclined track, around which the cable runs
and by their weight and mobility keep the cable taut. At Larkin street an excavation one
hundred and ten feet in length, thirty feet in width and thirty-one feet in depth, heavily
walled and arched with brick and iron, was made to receive the driving machinery. This
Company has been granted the right to extend its road to First avenue, thence South to D or
Fulton street, and thence to Sixth avenue^

The Berry Street Railroad, running from Channel street, or the landing at the foot
of Third street, to Berry, and thence to Seventh, was constructed in 1877 for the use of wood
and latiber dealers, but was never put in operation.

The Geary Street, Park and Ocean Railroad, recently completed, is a cable road
running from Market, at the junction of Kearny and Geary, through the latter to Point
Lobos avenue, at the junction of Cemetery avenue, where it connects with a road operated
by a dummy locomotive along Point LoVjos avenue to First avenue, thence on D street to
the Golden Gate Park on the south and Golden Gate Park Race-course on the north.
The cable road has a length of two and a half miles, and the portion extending to the
Park, a length of about one and a quarter miles. The Geary Street road crossing the Larkin
Street road, also a cable, involved the necessity of passing its cable under the other without
interfering with its working, which engineering has been skillfully accomplished. Since its
completion the travel over this road has been immense, at times the number of cars beinc
insufficient to accommodate all who wished to avail themselves of the opportunity of taking
a cheap ride to Golden Gate Park.

During the year many other roads have been projected, and for several franchises have
been obtained. Among the latter is the San Francisco and Ocean Shore Railroad, to run on
Fulton street to the Ocean Beach and to the Cliff House. A railroad is projected and fran-
chise granted to Charles Lux and others to run from Market on Second, Mission, Seventh
Bryant, Ninth streets, and Potrero avenue to Twent)'-sixth street, a distance of two and a half
miles, with branch from Ninth to Market, to Hayes, along Hayes, Gough, Bay and Laguna
streets to Lewis and the water front ; also from the intersection of Potrero avenue, and
Twenty-sixth street along Potrero avenue and its extensions to Thirby-fifth street, a distance
of about two and a half miles, or a total distance from the junction of Second and Market
streets of five miles. A franchise has also been granted to A. K. Baldwin and others to
construct a road from the Presidio, running through the most available streets in the
northern part of the city to the ferry landing at the foot of Market street.

Steam Railroads.

San Francisco may be regarded as the objective point of all railroads of the Pacific coast •

but more particularly so of all in California. The city is fixed as the natural center of com-
merce of the whole west coast of North America. The great rivers, valleys and mountain
passes lead unerringly to this point, and thus converge the channels of inland trade from all
the surrounding States and Territories. The broad bay affords one of the best harbors of
the world, and the Golden Gate opens to the Pacific and all the maritime nations of the
earth. The currents of the air and the ocean so aid the other advantages, that the location
is perfected as a center of commerce. These natural conditions force all artificial lines of
trade and travel to the same center, and therefore, whatever point on the coast other than
this may be selected as the terminal point of a railroad, it will be found the road can
have no terminus but by its connections with San Francisco. All transcontinental railroads
will add to the greatness of San Francisco, wherever their nominal terminus may be.

The principal railroads of the State, with their connections, are centered under one
management, being the following as now conducted, with their termini and lengths: Central
Pacific, from San Francisco to Niles, 30^ miles; the same, from San Jose to Ogden, 870^
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