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Amusements : Civic auditorium seat 11,000 peop 1<;. There are 82 th eat res, with a total seating 
capacity of 80,000 people and over. The Fox Theatr e is th e large:> t \\·e. t of Chicago. 

Hospital s num ber 32, with 7532 bed. 

Education: N umber of schools, 104, in clu ding 8 high chools and o\'er 100 parochial and diocesan 
schools . Number of pupils in public schools, 108,863' in private schools, 12,000. T otal of all teachers 
is 2622. Value of all school property, private and public, i approximatel y $29,582,937. 

There are 405,169 volumes in the librarie of the city. 

City statistics : T otal street mileage, 870, with 594 miles paved. Mi les of gas mains laid , 951; of sew
ers, 491; electric street railway, 355.16. Capacity of water works, 62.7 b illi on gallons and right to pump 
15,000,000 daily from well s . Daily average pump of 52,200,000 gallons, with 896 miles of mains and value 
of plant estimated at $41 ,000,000. Fire department employs 1252 men. w ith following equipment: 
28 autos, 50 engines, 18 hose and chemical wagons, 21 hook and ladder trucks, in 56 station houses . 
Police department has 1301 men, with 14 stations and 59 pieces of motor equ ipm ent and 1 truck, 7 patrol 
wagons , 50 motorcycles and 70 saddle hor es. 
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(Prepared by the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce) 

San Franci sco is located centrally on the coast in 37 0 47' 22-55" N. Latitud e and 122 0 25' 40-76" 
W. Longitude and situated on a peninsula bounded on the west by the Pacific Ocean, the north and 
east by the Bay of San Francisco and on the south by wooded hills and fertile valleys. Its elevation 
extends from sea level to 956 feet. The city covers an area of about 48 quare miles and is bu ilt prin
cipally on hills . The population as of January 1, 1929, was 756, 188. 

The San Francisco Bay Region was discovered in July, 1769, by Don Gaspar de Portola's soldi ers 
who were seeking the Monterey Bay . In 1775 Don Manuel Ayala sailed the first ship throug h the 
Golden Gate into the San Francisco Bay. The San Carlos was the name of the vessel. 

Years before, however, Sir Franci s Drake brou ght hi vessel, the Golden Hind, close to the Golden 
Gate and ran her ashore at what is now kn own as Drake's Bay. Thi s 'was in 1579 and the fir t relig
ious service in the Engli sh lang uage was held on this continent by the chaplain of the Golden Hind. 

In 1776 a land expedition commanded by Colonel Juan Bautista de Anza arrived on the San Fran
cisco peninsula and es tablished the Presid io and the Mi ss ion Dol ores . In 1777 Padre J unipero Serra, 
father of the California missions, arrived in San Francisco. The settlement wa known as Verba Buena 
until 1847, when it became San Franci co. 

In 1806 the Russian s attempted to establish themselves in and about San Francisco. They estab
lished a settlem ent at Fort Ross, near Santa Ro a, bu t . after a few years gave it up, dispo ing of all 
m ovable fixtures and arms to Capt. J ohn A. Sutt er of acramento. 

In 1846 war was declared by the U nited States on Mexico and on July 9, 1848, Capt. J ohn B. 
Montgomery of the U nited States Navy arrived in the loop-of-war "Port mouth" and raised the 
American flag in w hat is now Portsmouth Squar e; thus without great excitement San Francisco 
passed from Span ish to Mexican and fina lly Ameri can rul e. 

San Francisco's greatest excitem ent perhaps came \\'ith the discovery of gold in 1848. People 
rushed here by every known mode of tran sportation and in thousands. The population increased 
steadily and the port became the most important on th e Pacific Coas t, \\'hich po ition it ha teadily 
maintained. 

Because of the number of lawless in dividual during the fifties, the ci ti zens organized the -igi
lance Committee and after a hort campaign succeeded in ridding th e city of the law breaker. 

GOVERNMENT San Francisco ha a combined city and county gQ\'ernment, with legislative 
powers vested in a board of supervisors consisting of 18 members. 9 of whom are elected every two 
years. The mayor, auditor. trea urer , asse or , tax collector, coroner. recorder. county clerk. heriff, 
police and superior cou rt judge are elected by th e people and en 'e four yea r . The mayor recei\'es 
$6,000 per annum , th oug h all other electi\'e offi cer receive $8.000 a year sa lary. The mayor appoints 
and may remove for cau e members of the police, fire, ci\'il en 'ice, chool. park. health and public 
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