
INTRODUCTION !_

POPULATION

The 1960 U.S. Census gave SanFrancisco a population of 740,316, representing a loss from 1950 of about

4.5 per cent. Even though several cities in the Bay Area lost population in the decade, the losses were coun-

tered by sizable gains in the newer, outlying cities of the metropolitan area. Many of the older areas in the

city have become less congested, and in most dwellings the total number of occupants has dwindled. Predomi-
nating nationalities of foreign-born residents: Italian, German, Irish, Canadian, Chinese, Japanese, Russian,

Mexican.

AREA, ALTITUDE, CITY FINANCES

Area— 45.45 square miles (land, 46.38 including islands).

Altitude— Sea level to 933.6 feet city datum.

Assessed Valuation— $2,060,074, 171, all property, including $82,472,258 veteran and welfare exemp-
tions. $8.48 tax rate (1960-61) includes $0,017 levied by Rapid Transit District, but collected by City.

Bonded Debt— $223,788,200 (June 30, 1960).

CONSTRUCTION

1960 was another record year for construction in San Francisco. Projects authorized by building per-

mits amounted to $130 million, 18 per cent above the previous year's record of $109.9 million. Permits issued
numbered 11,741, or 6.5 per cent above 1959, and the number of dwelling units authorized (3880) was 26 per-

cent higher than 1959's record of 3069.

Some of the major projects authorized or under way during 1960 included two buildings costing over
$10 million (Hall of Justice; Hilton Hotel); five projects costing over $5 million (International Building, Alice
Griffith public housing, the Comstock and Fontana cooperative apartments, and the completed Bayshore-
Southern Freeway Interchange); and another 22 projects costing from $1 million to $5 million apiece.

In 1960, the largest single contract ever awarded for construction in San Francisco was made— $32.5
million, for the 20-story Federal Office Building at Civic Center. Work on this project is now under way and
is scheduled for completion by mid- 1963.

Another milestone was passed last year, with the first sale of cleared land by the San Francisco Re-
development Agency. This was in the 30-block, 108-acre Western Addition, where the Japanese Cultural Cen-
ter and at least 1,100 dwelling units will soon rise. At least five separate organizations will develop varied
housing (cooperative, moderate income, retired, etc.).

Another redevelopment project which received nation-wide attention was the Golden Gateway. In a unique
design competition, Perini-San Francisco Associated won the award for the redevelopment of 45 acres of the

city's ancient produce area. This will generate 2,174 apartment units in eight 25-story buildings, an 1800-car
garage, and a 25 -story office building, at an estimated cost of $60 million to $80 million. The first phase of

construction will begin in 1962 and last for three years; demolition has already been started.

Still another redevelopment project moved ahead with commencement of grading in Diamond Heights, a
barren, 331 -acre hill-site near Twin Peaks. Here some 3,040 homes and apartments will go up, adding as
many as 8,000 people to the city's population by 1963.

Other multi-million-dollar projects announced recently which should commence in 1961 are the Port of

San Francisco's super-terminal project at Islais Creek; the Wholesale Produce Market's move tolslais Creek;
rehabilitation of the Civic Auditorium; a second passenger terminal at International Airport; the Franklin
Hospital relocation program; and the first leg of the Southern Freeway

UTILITIES

San Francisco is the headquarters of the country's largest operating utility, Pacific Gas & Electric Co.,
which serves 47 counties in northern California. Their Vallecitos Plant near Livermore was the world's first

privately-financed nuclear power plant, and they are now building the country's first geothermal power plant
in nearby Sonoma County. Water comes from the Sierra Nevada Mountains andHetch Hetchy Reservoir through
a 167 -mile pipeline system, and is stored in several reservoirs in Alameda and San Mateo counties. Capacity
of the municipal water department reservoirs is estimated at 275,000,000,000 gallons, with storage during
1959 (a dry year) ranging between average monthly lows of 64 per cent to highs of 76 per cent. San Francisco
had in 1959 a total of 60.6 telephones per 100 population— one of the world's highest percentages of telephone
usage. At the end of 1960, there were 327,751 resident main telephones and 236,955 business main stations in

San Francisco— a total of 564,706.

HISTORY
Discovery

San Francisco owes its discovery and much of its history to the daring and adventure-loving early Por-
tugese, English and Spanish explorers. The romance of those early days clings to the city and lends charm to

its atmosphere even today.

Though San Francisco's heritage is rightly credited to the Spanish, more than two centuries before Por-
tola's arrival, Juan Rodrigues Cabrillo in 1542 discovered the Farallon Islands (now a part of San Francisco);
next Sir Francis Drake, famed English explorer, passed by the Golden Gate and in 1579 discovered Drake's
Bay, a few miles north of San Francisco, where the first church service in the English language on the Pacific
Coast was held.

In 1769, Don Caspar do Portola and his little band of adventurers were the first to glimpse the bay from
the nearby hills on the south. Six years later the ship "San Carlos," in command of Don Juan Manuel Ayala,


