
INTRODUCTION

Though San Francisco's heritage is rightly credited to the
Spanish, more than two centuries before Portola's arrival, Juan
Rodrigues CabrUlo in 1542 discovered the Farallon Islands (nov/
a part of San Francisco); next. Sir Francis Drake, famed English
explorer, passed by the Golden Gate and in 1579 discovered
Dralve's Bay, a few miles north of San Francisco, where the first
church service in the English language on the Pacific Coast was
held.

In 1769, Don Gaspar de Portola and his little band of ad-
venturers were the first to glimpse the bay from the nearby hills
on the south. Six years later the ship "San Carlos," in command
of Don Juan Manuel Ayala, sailed through the Golden Gate to cast
the first anchor in the bay. More than a century before, in 1603,
Vizcaino visited what is now the Gulf of the Farallons and
mapped it as Bahia de Puerto de San Francisco. This is the first
time the name San Francisco appeared on record in connection
with the vicinity of San Francisco.

Early Beginnings

The settlement of what is now San Francisco was just being
founded by the Spaniards when the Liberty Bell pealed the birth
of this nation. First Spaniards, then Russians, then Americans
came and lived to enjoy life and to rule.

The site for the Presidio of San Francisco was selected onMarch 28, 1776, by Colonel Juan Bautista de Anza, and on March
29, the site for the mission. Mission San Francisco de Asia
(Dolores)-a combination of Mission, Morrish and Corinthian
architecture. While from the beginning the mission was called
San Francisco, the settlement at the cove under Telegraph Hillwas known as Yerba Buena.

For many centuries; history records, traders sought to
reach the Orient through a western route. San Francisco was the
westerly outpost in the days of sailing vessels. Growing in stat-
ure, the city has become one of the world's great distribution
centers.

First Elections

Democratic self-governme:it of the bureaucratic sort de-
creed by the Mexican Republic came to Yerba Buena (later
named San Francisco) before the town itself arrived. Citizens of
the Partido (civil district) of San Francisco, on Governor Jose
Figueroa's orders, assembled at the Presidio on Dec. 7, 1834 to
choose electors for the Ayuntamiento (district council). On the
following Sunday, Don Francisco de Harvo was elected to the dis-
trict council as Alcalde for the projected pueblo of Yerba Buena.

Naming of the City
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The Bay
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the Bay was declared a port of entry by GovernorPablo \ icente de Sola. He appointed as captain of the Port of San
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WiU>a"? Antonio Richardson, a young master marinerwho had deserted the British whaler "Orion" in 1822 and set upthe first house" in Yerba Buena Cove, make up of some red-wood poles over which was stretched a ship's sail.

During 1836, the Port of San Francisco becaiTie an import-ant trading post. On July 1, 1836, Jacob Primer Leese Ohio-born, partner m a Monterey mercantile firm, arrived by thebarque 'Don QuLxote" from Monterey and by July 4 had thrownup a frame house 25 by 60 feet, the first "real" house to bebuat - part dwelling and part warehouse. He then summoned allthe leading Mexican families and other prominent persons to anIndependence Day celebration which lasted two days and a nightDuring the celebration the Stars and Stripes were raised besidethe Mexican flag for the first time in San Francisco.

First Survey
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u!J.f ^ 1^.- D'^l'^ira," was commissioned by Alcalde deHaro to make the first land survey of Yerba Buena. By 1841 thir-ty families comprised the village population. During the next Hveyears some of the prominent early settlers shiftedt otherlocalities in the Bay Area. At the same time. Yerba Buenl out-rivaled by the Port of Honolulu, drifted back into obscurrty.
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A Reception Center Since Gold Days

When gold was discovered on Jan. 24, 1848, in Sutter'smiUrace on the American River, and the evidence reached SanFrancisco's nearly 900 hiliabitants, the first gold rush led bySam Brannan, publisher of the town's newspaper "Th^ Sar "

ihe w^frU'T 1'!^^''"^"'^ behind. As the news spread aroundthe world and ships came streaming into the harbor, a year laterfound over 6,000 miners at the "diggins," and San FrancTsco
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