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COUNTY BUILDINGS.

Bich, prosperous and progressive as San Joaquin County is in all of

the other essential qualities of an enlightened and enterprising com-

munity, she is lamentably poor and behind the age in the matter of pub-

lic buildings. Her old Court House, built more than a quarter of a

century ago, and well enough for that time, is in a decayed and unsafe

condition, and utterly inadequate, in size or anything else, to the

proper discharge of the public business or the preservation of the pul>

lie records. The County Jail is simply a disgrace to the County. The

County Hospital, though an unpretending and unsubstantial edifice, is

the only creditable building belonging to the County, and the only one

approximately adequate to the uses to which it is devoted. It is suf-

ficiently spacious, is clean, is well-situated, and hae a sufficient supply

of light and air.

According to the latest official returns the total cash value of prop-

erty of all kinds subject to taxation in the county is $17,281,590. The

revenues of the county from all sources for the fiscal year ending June

30, 1878, in round numbers are, $31,000. The disbursements for the

same period for all current expenses and interest on the outstanding

funded indebtedness, amounted to $101,125 42. The funded indebt-

edness of the county aggregates $298,500, consisting of four classes of

bonds, issued under various acts of the Legislature, for as many speci-

fic purposes. The first and largest issue of these bonds is that to the

Western Pacific Railroad Companyunder th e act of 1866. Of the origi-

nal issue of $250,000, there are no\^ outstanding and carrying interest

at 10 per cent., $150,000. As an offset to this, and some day to be

made available, the railroad company owes the county $100,000 of rail-

way bonds with unpaid dividends. Of the original issue of $50,000

Big Tree and Carson Valley Wagon Boad bonds, under the act of

1862, $45,000 are outstanding and carrying 10 per cent, interest.

Under the act of 1866, bonds to the amount of $38,000 were issued for

the redemption of other bonds then matured or maturing. Of this issue

$14,500 have been redeemed, and $38,000 are outstanding and bearing

7 per cent interest. Of the original issue of $500,000 of bonds to the

mythical Stockton and Yisalia Bailroad Company by the city of Stock-

ton and county of San Joaquin, the county's proportion was $200,000.

Of this amount, after years of litigation, and under a final compromise,

$80,000 of the bonds were issued with the first sixteen coupons can-
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