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READ"
ROAD MAKING AND DITCHING MACHINE.

"We ask a careful perusal of this circular by all who are interested in building railroads or common
roads of any kind; or in leveling the surface of the ground; or in making ditches or levees. We wish to

place the machine in its true light before the public, using care not to recommend it beyond what we know
it will do.

By the use of the engraving we will endeavor to explain how it is operated. The machines, as we
are now building them, weigh about three thousand pounds and are drawn usually by eight horses. It re-

quires two men to successfully operate it—one to drive the team, and the other to handle the levers, which
adjust the scraper to suit the work to be done.

The scraper can be set at any angle to the draft, and by the use of the levers, either end is raised or

lowered at the Will of the operator. The pressure of the earth against the scraper has a tendency to push
the machine to one side—this is counteracted by a short tongue attached to the hind axle, which the operator

moves with his foot to the right or left, giving direction to the wheels.
In most places it requires the ground to be first broken up with a plow before the scraper can be used

with advantage. One machine after another has gone into use in this State, until at the present time they
are in the hands of many of the most experienced road builders in California. "We do not think it

would be over estimating the capacity of the machine to say that it will do as much work in the valleys or
on common mountain roads as two hundred men with shovels. One of the uses for which it is especially
adapted, is leveling off ground so as to allow water to flow evenly over it for irrigation purposes; when used
for this purpose, or for leveling road beds after they are thrown up in the center, the scraper is usually
placed at right angles to the line of travel. By perusing the following letters you will learn how it is liked
by those who have put it into practical use:

Chico, June 11, 1874.
Gentlemen: The Read Road Scraper is a most useful

invention. The more I use it the better I like it. In a
word, I have come to regard it indispensable, and to go
back now to the use of the shovel or the common scraper
to make turnpikes or road grades, of any kind, would
seem like returning to the sickle or cradle to harvest
grain with. Yours truly, JOHN BIDWELL.

Stockton, June 4, 1874.
Dear Sir: After testing your Scraper on our road for

the past ten days.we can assure you of its value as a labor

saving machine. The last four days of its operation it

has moved 2,800 yards into embankment in good shape,
notwithstanding many inconveniences. The team used
consisted of eight horses, and the material was all handled
three times and a portion of it four. I consider it a great
saving over the ordinary methods of handling earth, but
cannot give you the exact proportion that it bears until

after further work. Yours, etc.,

JAS. D. SCHUYLER, Chief Engineer,

Stockton & lone Narrow Gauge R. R. Co.

H. B. PLATT, Contractor.

"We could give more references but prefer that parties interested should examine the Scraper and satisfy

themselves of what it will do. For further particulars address

J. A. KLEISER,Cloverdale, Sonoma 0o.,0al.

Township ai Single Machine Riffhts for sale ; also Contracts taken for Graflinc Roafls, &c.
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