i

THE BULLETIN: SAN. FRANCISCO, SATURDAY ‘EVENING, DECEMB!

.20, 1913.

OTHING is sadder to| ® i3 T
contemplate than  the T HE RULLETIN, with this issue, bogins the publication of

mutability of human
greatness.  How many of those
who climbed to a dizzy height in
California’s brief history have
dropped from the pinnacle nto
the dismal company of “has
beens™  How many of those | |

who tested all the sweets of |

much forgotten as any of our
arhoreal ancestors Governors, ‘
]

. in itself,
Senators, Mayors, Congressmen, "

.

another delightful scrics of articles. by James H. Wilkins,
each dealing with a notable character in the San Francisco
of the days when the *mud hens” were plentiful on Leidesdorft
street and fortunes fere made and lost in a day on tho Comstack;
and when “‘steamer day” was red-lettered in the calendar of a
free and easy people. There were glants in those days, also
[ | tamous characters, and: easily first among these was Emperor
Norton 1, whose strange story is the subject of the first article
of Mr. Wilkins' series. The other articles will deal with “George
Washington™ (otherwise Willie ¢
pywer, who were once admired, | | wrne Guttersnlpe™ and “Napoleon,
courted and envied are now .1~] ‘ Wilson, the pioneer circus man of two coasts of the Pacific.
|
|

ombs), #“The Great Unknown,"
the wondrous dog of John

Mr. Wilkina personally knew all his chaeacters and, so, writes
from a vantage ground. Each of the articles will be completo

leaders, bosses. agitators, fakers,
have followed in orderly succes-

| Pacitie meant tremendous op-

son. as one wave succeeds an- | portumties for trade. Among | brisk demand the

other on the oceag, and have left [ them was an Enghsh merchant
no more trace on the mysterious |of the old school who had been

sea of life. Only here and there | engaged in successful foreign [ogher

some human islet rises among

meree from youth to middie
the waste of waters to remind us
o the past. Just think a nio

~coin the days when the water
ment. Who was the lordly

[came up to Montgomery strcet,
Mavor of Nan Francisco before Ly sablished one of the carly
the meumbeney of James D] e Here
Phelan = Frankly. Tdon't know |} Leocoered for a sca "
Whowas Governor of Califomnia |y Chieh de of his fortune # s
heiore Hiram Johnson heeame i pe could have drawn hisy
executive How many can € e for half a alhon dollars
that offhand. without consalting | [y commence - the earte |
an authoriny 0 s rarher a0 was even more of a gamble )t
then. that so many per oy the games carricd on at like ar
s ecollect that California oo famons haunts oi Play, the
onve had an Emperor and fetain | yopandab and -1 Duorade 1t
¥ personalityactnss Y lutter ruin. There was no w\an‘
c Tiblirtesfive veate Dnformation concermng the im
[mediate needs of the wonderiul | was ¢
OF all the proneers o1 49 new commonsvealth  In the ab
N were gold-seckers. Many sence of cables o acenrate
were heen and experienced men knowledge existed s 10 conmer
o business and capital. who' el movements Tn cach trans
shrewdly surmised that the vastaction cvery merchant took il i
ration o the shores of the gambler's chance. 1 a ship ar '
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A J KETCH OF EMPERCR NORTON
-
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rived with a cargo of goods in

with wlentical commuodities for a

He settied in San Fran-lmarket already glutted

[ulicient warchonses existed thye

wit every recollection of

thereafter the old English

[ —
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Ise.
else

‘ wotiton
1S name

} trectafter the financial clean-up
1o one could have been more

"l serenc, gracious and  debonair.

But about some very important

matters his mind was a total
Vlank  and  otherwise  hadly
{twistéde For one thing. he im-
. agined himseli the all-puissant

of the Pacific Coast. He

scorned the imputation that he

had ever been a merchant.

What! e, Norton the First,

Emperor of California and Pro-
‘ tector of Mexico, degrade his or-
{der by mixing in vulgar trade!
He implored his faithful subjects
not to connect him with such
unworthy thoughts.  And Em-
peror Norton [ he remained wntil
the unwelcome  visitor, who
| spares no potentate, ended his
“rmg’ reign—irom 1851 to 1879,
ooftoo
N our time Emperor Norfon
would be locked up in a mad-
house and the incident closed.
But the old town, with all of its
failings, had a fundamental
goodness of heart, and, what was
more to the point, an acute sense
of humor, whereby the pleasure
of existence 15 much enhanced.
When the peculiar nature of
Josiah Norton's affliction, or,
rather, HMallucination, became
known 1o his numerous ac-
quaintances they realized that
the man was entirely harmless,
both to himself and others, and
they simply let nature take its
course. But, in one way or an-
other, provision was made for
his support, which was well re-
paid.  For instead of wearing
himself out behind iron bars Em-
peror Norton' became a part. of
San Francisco, a never-ending
sotrce of pleasantry and amuse-
ment—better known through-
out the world than many of the| «
genuing crowned lieads.
noﬁw §
TS ———
IT was shortly after his as-
sumption of infperial powers
that his Majesty, Norton' I, as-
sumed the attire’ that never
varied during his reign. - This
was of a fantastic military- dé-
sign, with pinchbeck decorations
and surmounted by heavy epau.
lettes. The regular headgear

but, on state occasions, as better
fitting his dignity, he substituted
a high silk hat, with a bunch
of feathers stuck in front, usual-
ly the plumes of the turkey ot
domestic hew These

Do & oy the-dolib Ay,
1880, witd ntwest ar )
oty the puncppal and
R arthe 24m 9 of Y holtw,

//ﬂm{ DBonds ot W«m,%///%m
%cm undb on %«/ fand and

in Xan Francisco or anywhere

as Josiah Norton.
| When he came on  the

was an ornamental-soldier’s cap, |/

" ittle hter Etiperor - Norton

ly shocked when' Napoleon
lll “lost fiis throne, and wrote
ljfﬁl a touching letter of sym-
pathy. - When Napoleon died a

nnied 2 mourning- emblem and

VHE old-masn:had a couple of
strange compahnions. D. O.

f{Mills, the great banker; owned

"I When the University of Califor-

nia, in 1873, moved from the old
barracks in' Oakland to its new
home in Berkeley, Norton I was
not an infrequent visitor to those
classic shades. His visits were
the occasion of unb d en-

Hl chance and seldom changes mas-
‘pen, except for good and suf-

, with highly ‘aristo-

fo-a bad bargain with a fidelity
that challehiges at once human
[wondemment * and . admiration.
Why adog, witha well-balanced
mind, should have thought it
expedient to desert D. O. Mills
for”Emperor Norton is one of
the mysteries of canine nature
with which I do not purpose to
grapple. Let it suffice to state
the fact. The D. O. Mills quad-
ruple attached himself to his Im-
perial M:jesty, and. evidencing,

thusiasm, sometimes approxi-
mating a riot. I know whereof
I speak, for I was an under-
graduate participant in these
celebrations. His Majesty was
a bit perplexed at the noisy char-
acter of the demonstrations of
loyalty on the part of the stu-
dent body, but soon became
reconciled, and often said that
we were the most satisfactory of
all his subjects.
. oofoo

ONE occasion Dom Pedro
> de Braganza, the last Em-
peror of  Brazil, arrived in San
Francisco on a tour around,the
world to gain knowledge for the
benefit of his peoplé, who Jater
on ungratefully drove him into
exile. His. chief aim ‘was to
study the various institutions of
learning, and at theinvitation of
Presldcnt Gilman, His Impcml
visited'the Uni:

pmxu\;h. of mnpsmr Nortah I'and a' he-unﬂe of the cur-
ed from his imperial’ treasury.

]

of California. There was quite:

sources. Besides di

was notdi

Montgomery street of an after-
noon, issuing printed proclama-
tions concerning affairs of state
and cnlermg into claborate cor-
r:-:pondegcc with the crowned
heads of Europe, Emperor Nor-
ton issued papef currency of his
own, which Wwas always honored
in certain ‘quarters. Thé im-
perial obligations were always
in_he sum of five dollags, and it
was somewhat noteworthy that
he never presented more, than
one qf these at a time to his
treasurér” in the financial dis-
trict; an® a$ these were . very
fiumerous in the old days h¢ de-|a
rived a fidy income without im-
posing seriots burdens on any-
one. In fact, he said it was the

| imperial pléasure to make taxa-

tion light. Therefore, there was
no need to conjure up an imag-
inary guarantor of his tailor bills,
He lived in. good 4quarters, had
three, square. meals a day .and
met. his “various small accounts
with unfailing regularity.
ooffoo

HOSE' who recall Emperar
-"Norton'only in his old agé,
when' he was stoop-shouldered,
rather wahbly on his pim and

ing.

To the best of my. knowledge
and-information,  Emperor ' Nor-
ton was the only' potentate who
had a consistent good- time from
start to finish. He had“all the
circumstances of power without
the worry.. - Governors, = Con-
gressmen, Mayors and policemen
were. only . so, many  spokes in
the wheel of his administration,
ahd as_he pronounced’them 'a
serviceable: lot - he:pever inter-
fered «with ' the ' ordinary dis-
~He is-
sued.numbetless 'p} mations,
passed them zlong the Tine witly

charge of  their ‘duties,

or.scatter-

a formal reception in.the assem-
bly hall. President Gilman and
the .Emperor of Brazil were the
central figures. . Around them
were ranged the college dons
and various local - dignitaries.
Just as things were settling.
down'to business, Emperor Nor-
ton ~breezed in.: It happened
that ‘there was an. empty seat
on the platform. The tempta-
tion was too great to be,resisted.
Some of ‘the young highbmders
pointed out the seat to our Em-
peror, ll’ld whupered it was re-

{too sbon, ' His faithful friends,

for sa-
loons wlth free lunch-counters,
togethér with a general “lazza-
roni” disposition, nothing could
be more appropriate and natural
than the name “Bummer,” which
he received by universal con-
sent.

Bummer, in the course of
time, acquired the opulent and
supercilious manner inseparable
from good living, and, in due
season, he, too, gathered in a
depéndent on his prosperity. A
sad-eyed, despondent, broken-
hearted looking dog became his
familiar. He never presumed to
interfere with the feasts set be-
fore Bummer, but when his su-
perior’s appetite was sated the
melancholy cauine gobbled up
eagerly the reml.mmg crumbs.
By 'a’ common inspiration this
lean and hungry dog was chris-
tened “Lazarus.”

. oofikoo

MPEROR  NORTON and

his companions, Bummer
and Lazarus, were among the
notables of San Francisco for
many years. You could sce
them any day on Montgomery
street, the Emperor in. the lead,
with his weird, snaky cane un-
der his arm, Bummer close be-
hind and Lazarus, the plain dog,
inheritor of of many bars-sinis-
ter,.,brmgmg up -the réar at a
respectful distance. | Those Wwere
the last of the gold days—-that
preceded the age of brass.

The old Emberor.did riot die

Bummer and Lazarus, had gone

the way of all flesh,. canine or
fuman, . The _remaining pioneers

a proper sense of dignity,’ an\:l 16t :

it go at that. v

ooiftoo

servative. Every k

’ ‘maeh
MPEROR NORTON'S,_na- t h
*ture . was ‘eminently con-

m‘fnd of agita-
tibn amm him'as a-blow “at
foyal premgatwc He was deep-

1y-concerned “ over the - Denis mip

Keamcy movem'nl, and:the
new’ constitytion um followed

it he:

but- unMrdodem ‘réstraings, he

wished*Hall McAllister, the-big,
attorney; to clear/ the’legal way!

a
m_-gnnenl may: not reahu
that when the: first

weré conuructed by a fgshd:oul
tailor, and ‘were regularly res
newed twice a'year. A tale use
to be current that an old friend

mok possession: of hinj, and for

years afterward, he. was' quite ay

figare of a'man." He was tall,
well-built, thh a_ grave: and

went sponsor for ‘the payment
but as various citizen$ were eachf
named as the alleged benefactor |3
it is safest 't dlhdss sﬂo}y
u amytho

Agira lutlu of Juct,
Mt]u;y was not without_ 1

imicn/thét offerednio lug-
gestin of miental weakness. - On
rcom’mdn .topic:he was sane

o Ttiwas only ‘when he

on; !he -n 1ect oiqm-
?

But] as.a rule,, lm lx(e was, un
ruffled ‘and ' serene.

the. lading men'at lduur: houn

at luncheon and- the. like, whm

his pmtncwn'm?t ‘an opens|

ing :to: good-natured

%M He wamed o

Xious documem,

't were few and far befween. A

ing ‘generation had come to
hink of him more as.a clever
rather than as oge un-

n;a cruel blow of fortune.




